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A tion to the Weſtminſter · Confeſſion 


Hon Neceſſary. 


ls the Year 1719, I received an Invitation 10 be 
Paltsr of the old Congregation in Belfaſt ; and as ſoon 
i this was known; the North of Ireland was filled 
uth malicious Reports of my being tainted with 
Atianiſm, This obliged me to attend the gene- 
a Hod at Belfaſt, Anno 1720. where, having my 
accuſer face to face, J refuted very fully the Calum- 
er, which had been caſt upon me; and the Synod did, 


, an unanimous Vote, declare them to be ground» 
2 


At that Hnod, M. ſunderſtandings which had ar iſen 
it ſome Height among the Brethren in the North, gave 
aon to the making of an AF, commonly C alled the 

A 1 pacific 


pacifick Act ; in which a Clauſe WAas inſerted requl 


Kb 1 
ring all Intrants into the Miniſtry among us (whe nig 
have not Subſcribed,) to Subſcribe the CT Wh 


Her-Confeſſion of Faith, as the Confeſſion of their 0 
Faith; tho' they have been Licenſed or OrdainM- [ 
ed elſewhere. This Clauſe, as a certain Gentle 
man afterwards, in a very publick Manner ach 
ledged, tas contrived with a View to exclude Mx: 
from the Work of the Miniſtry in my native Count 
becauſe, as he ſaid, he knew Me to deny the Auth 
of the Church to require, as a Term of Communion, . 
Subſcription to Creeds or Confeſſions of Faith, tl :: 
at the ſame time, he did me the Juſtice to u 1; 
that he was fully ſutigjed concerning my Orth [ o 
doxq. | Ch; 


Indeed, 'Tis probable, that by the above mentim 
Clauſe he intended to exclude Ne in particular ; jor We): 
was well known, that I had been Licenſed in Holland cer 
Anno 1726. and Ordained at Geneva, Anno 1708 
At which PlacwT choſe to be Ordained, becauſe th 
Terms of Cburcl-Communion there, are not aarrout 
by any human Tnpofttions. 


 T thought it a little Unkind, that in a ſynodical A 
a Clauſe was inſerted on purpoſe to exclude Me, (tho 
do not impute this to the Synod) ; which carryed init4 
Retroſpect, viz. that tho” a Congregation, within il 
Bounds of tle Synod, had called me to be their Mu 
ter, yet I ſhould not be ſuffered to comply with tha | 
Call, except I would do, what at the time wh | 
It oh it into Conf eration, I was not obliged to 6 4 
any Law of GOD er Mm. 


Brit whatener were the Views of that Gentlemary 


| f 
bg CVA n ſuch a manner, as ht 
that Cle was drgun up it 7 mers ce 


N - Y 


kh ne; for it mentioned only Intrants into the 
nifiry among Us; whereas my Charge was then 
this Kingdom, and in the Year 1712. I had been 
ive) a Member of the general Synod, as 
had been Licenſed or Ordained in the King- 
IM, 


Nevertheleſs the Synod having afterward; re com- 
ned to me the Call from Beltaſt, where 1 had a 
efortable proſpect of Uſefulneſs, I was by the earnes2 
citations of my Friends, prevailed with to imbracent ; 

' this was very contrary to my own Intereſt, But 
dauing to ſubmit to Terms of Communion, by which, 
[ apprehended, thoſe might be excluded, whom Je- 
Christ has received and commanded Us to receive, 
6 being willing to do all that I could do with a good 
iſrience, for cultivating Peace and Love with my 
thren; I drew up a Paper in theſe Words. I 
cerely believe the Scriptures of the old and new 
lament, to be the only Rule of reycaled Reli- 
In, a ſufficient Teſt of Orthodoxy, or Sound- 
$11 the Faith, and to ſettle all the Term s ot 
ntterial and Chriſtian Communion, to which 
Ming may be added by any Synod, Aſſembly 
Council whatſoever : And I find all the eſſen- 
Articles of the Chriſtian Doctrine to be con- 
ed in the Veſtminſter-Confeſſion of Faith ; 
ch Articles J receive upon the ſole Authority 
due holy Scriptures. And the Preſbytry of Bel- 
laving teruſed this Paper, thought fit to receive 
"mo their Aſſociation as Paftor of the old Congre- 
bw of Belfaſt, tho? four Members of that Preſby- 
\Piteſted againſt their Reſolution. 


re thought that the Diffunlties ariſing from my 
les concerning the Unlawſulneſs of ſubmitting to 
| uns 
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vi PREFACE. 
unſcriptural Terms of Communion were ſurmum 
and that notwithſtanding them, I might hope to 0 
tinue in the peaceful Exerciſe of my Miniſtry. } 
the North of Ireland was ſoon filled with Clan 
againſt thoſe who had voted for ræeiving me 10 My 
terial Communion, without ſuch a Subſcriptian 
the Weſtminſter-Confeſſion of Faith, as, in 
Opinion of ſome, they were obliged to require. 


Tho as J apprehend, this Affair did not com 
gularly before the General Synod at Belfaſt 1721. 
they would not be diverted from asking me, whethe 
did adher to the Aﬀent, which 1 had given 
the Weſtminſter-Confeſſion of Faith, when licen! 
at Rotterdam? I did all that I could to prevent 
putting of that Queſtion in an authoritative 1 
and earneſily beg'd Leave to reply to the Gentleman, 1 
firſt propeſed it : Had this been done, I thought, en. 
might have returned a ſatisfyins Anſwer to it, | 
Confiftency with my avowed Principles, concern 
fole Legiſlative Authority of Chriſt as King o 
Church, aud the indiſpenſible Obligation of Chri- 
to extend their Communion to all who in every} 
call upon the Lord Jeſus. 


But when the Queſtion was put in an authorital 
Way, fo as to carry in it the Air of an Inquifition 
me, ajier than I had preached the Giſte fail 
tho in much Weakneſs, for the ſpace of thi 
Tears, the Auſtwer which Igave was in theſe Min 
My Refuſal to declare my Adherence '0 
aſſent I gave to the HeſtminFer-Confeſion of FE t 
when I was Licenſed, does not proceed from 
Disbelief of the important Truths contain 
it--------But my Scruples are againſt ſubmit 


to Human Teſts of Divine Truths, eſpecial 


PREFACE. vii 
meat Number of extraeſſential Points, without 
1 MW Knowledge and Belief of which, Men may 
„ inticled to the Favour of GO D and the 
anuMepc of eternal Life, and according to the Laws 
MaMthe Goſpel, to Chriſtian, and Miniſterial Com- 
tion nion in the Church, when impoſed as a neceſ- 
Term of ſuch Communion, The Reaſons 
hich Scruples J am now ready to lay before 
6s Aſſembly, and ſhall always be open to Con- 
ion. 


| was moved by fome Members of the Synod, that 
Moderator might defire me to lay before the Synod 
Reaſons of my Scruples, and it was propaſed by one 
them, that I ſhould deliver them in Writing. I 
u the Synod, that I had wyitten nothing on that 
ett, and that I was not accuſtomed, in ſo great an 
Yembly, to make extemporary Speeches, but that the 
gene of my Scruples having made a deep Impreſſion 
my Mind, I was ready to explain them to the 
mud if this were defired ; but that I hoped, that the 
Jute would indulge me in my Seruples, and was 
engere willing to be filent about the Reaſons of them, 
frevent Heat and Altercation in the Synod, if this 
re thought convenient. The Moderator ſaid that 


ori Wt Jpoken with great Modeſly, and that it was 
1100 e Opinion, that the Conſideration of the Reaſons of 
7 Sruples, at that time, would not tend to Ediff- 
0/141 


am. E was moved, that I ſhould make it my Requeſt 
the Hnod not to inquire into the Reaſons of my 
| ples which J abſolutely refuſed to do; declaring, 
* tho I was willing to conceal them, yet I was alſo 
ming to propoſe them if defi: ed. 


Yor this the Miniſters from Dublin thought ft to 
oe as Mediators, and the Confideration of the 
Aﬀait 
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Affair of my Initalment was dropt by a Vote inu 
a great Majority concurred. I then hoped to injoy ir 
for the future, but I ſoon found my Hopes imm 


The Day before the Meeting of the Synod, al 
all the principal Heads of Families in my Congregati 
th they had been fully acquainted with my Prin 
concerning human Impoſitions in religious Matters, « 


cc 


. | | 
unſcriptural Terms of Communion, had ſubſeritel * 
Paper declaring, © that by my Sermons concerning WM ;,; 
% mol important Articles of the Chriſtian Doi * 


they had received abundant Satisſaction concem 
my Soundneſs in the Faith, that they found 
Converſation to be edifying, and that they w 
indiſpenſibly obliged to adher to my Miniſtry, 1 
+2 had likewiſe in that Paper humbly and earl ors 
* beſeeched the Synod not to do any thing that mi 
** hav? a Tendency to marr their Peace, But | 
Monday after, as ſoon as the Synod had dropt th 
Tuquiries into the Aﬀair of my Inſtalment, June 
treamly ſurprixed to find many of thoſe very Perſi 
preſentinga Supplication to the Synod for Leave to ui 
draw from my Miniitry, and to erect a new Cong 
gation ; and pleading a ſcruple of Conſcience fort 
fo doing. By what. ſecret Managements this ſull 
Change was accompliſhed, is knowa to the great Jul 
of the World. | 


«c 
— 


A 
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As ſoon as. I had Notice of that Supplication, 
made it my Requeſt to the Synod, that they would 
plain the Vote, by which they had dropt the Queſtzon, 
cerning my Adhering to the Aſſent formerly given by 0 
tothe IV/eftminſter-Confeſſion of Faith and the Confderh 
tion of my Settlement in Belfaſt ; which they did in eh 
Fords, This Synod declares their Intention of ih 


Vote drop, Oc. to be this, that they teloive nu 
| reſunt 


RNA 1 
telume any further Conſideration of this Affair, 


but to receive Mr. Hatiday as a Member of this 
Synod, Cc. 


When this was done I was hopeful that the Ferment 
i bich had been raiſed in my Congregation would ſoon 
VIRC 
. 
cribel 
ning 
Don 
nceyn 


ound 


theſe Men [till perſiſted in their Reſolution to ſeparate 
themſelves, and infifted upon the Plea of Conſcience jor fo 
ding. The Preſbytry of Beltaſt, tho they unanimomly 
ledda;ed that their Conſciences were miſinſormed, and oſ- 
red to argue with them to convince them of the Inſuſjt- 
den) of their Reaſons, yet theyſhewed ſo great a Regard 
i the Plea of Conſcience, (even tho they eſteemed the 
Conſciences of thoſe Men to be Erroneous) that they 


ear refed them into a new Congregation : To which I hear- 

8 0) agreed. | 

But - 8 8 

0p! 1198 But that People appealed from the Preſbytry of Belfaſt 

jo 0 the Committee of the general Synod ; which Comm tte? 
erli 


mt at Dungannon in October, 1721. And continued 
the new Erection at Belfaſt, granting them jurther 
triviledges, and reſuſed, tho” often called upon to do it, 
0 inform that People of, their Miſtake, and to argue 
uth them to convince them of their Error. 


This Treatment, appeared to me, unkind, and hardly 
nſſtent with the Regard, which I apprehended to be 
e100 BW Ge to the publick Faith of the Synod given me at Bel- 
alt, that the Buſineſs of my Subſcription and Inſtal- 
Ment ſhould not afterwards come under Confideration 3 


1 by! I nevertheleſs reſolved to bear this Uſage with Patience 
ee e Silence. But at London-Derry in June, 1722. 
in + Bling, that ſome were Iabouring to make a Rupture in 
; of | Hod, upon the Account of the Principle which Thad 


ry eſpouſed at Belfaſt the preceeding Tear, 1 thought 
n 
* * 8 
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te, but the Event did not anſwer my Expectation ; For 


—_ 


X PREFACE. 
itmy Duty to renew to the Synod the offer of the ReaſanWit 
for which I dare not ſubmit to the Impoſition of Sulſeri 
tion to the Weſtminſter-Confeſſion of Faith as a Tent 
of Communion. | | 

A Rupture having been happily prevented at tha 
time, bythe Bleſſing of God upon the unwearied Ende: 
vours of the Miniſters from Dublin, and of our pacifid 
Subſcribing Brethren in the Synod, I did not think fi 
zo publiſh any thing that might revive our unhappy De 
bates, being full of Hope, that our ſubſcribing Breim 
would always treat Us with Chriſtian Charity and 
Forbearance. C = 

But having been, in conjunction with my Reverend 
Brethren (the Nonſubſcribing Miniſters in the Non 
Ireland,) violently proſecuted at the laſt general 5 
nod which met at Dungannon in June, 1723. n 
the Account of that Principle. And the Synod having 
come to ſome Reſolutions, to which we were not allowed 
20 ſpeak, neither as Parties, nor as Judges, þy whic 
that Principle is condemned; I thought it my Du 
earneſtly aud ſolemuly to beſeech and obteſt the Synod # 
they would be anſwerable to God in the great - day ( 
Accounts, not to fix a Brand of Infamy upon Me, . 
perſiſting in their Reſolutions condemning a Principle 
which ] had opeuly eſpouſed at the two preceeding Synod, 
and for which ] had then offered to give my Reaſons, ur. 
til they ſhould hear the Reaſons of my Scruples, and it 
deawvour to remove them. I was ſuffered to proceed 
far as 10 fix the State of the Queſtion, to which I was i0 
ſpeak; but when Iwas about to propoſe the firſt of my Arg 
ments, I was ſtopt in a very tumultuous and angry mar 
ner; and tho" with great Humbleneſs and Ardour, | 
often leg d that Imighi not be condemned unheard, 501 
could not prevail. | 

I then made it my humble Requeſt to the Syned, that 


the Offer which I had made, and the Intreaties my 
: | , 


Z RE FAO * . 
ud uſed, might be entred in the Records of the Synod. ; 
th was refuſed tho I pleaded for it with great Enr- 
ftneſs : Some of my Brethren then repreſented to the 
uad the great Hardſhip which was put upon Me; 
put the Synod had condemned a Principle for which 1 


lend offered once and again to give them my Reaſons ; 
fect hey had refuſed to revoke their ſentence fo far as to 
ea fair Hearing, that I might have an Op- 


unity of convincing thoſe from whom I differed, or 
| being convinced by them; And that the Synod 
auld not ſo much as ſuffer this my humble Re- 
ſt to be Recorded in their Minutes. Aud the 


reno Wd was asked how I might do Juſtice to my own 
Vort! War after. Upon this ſeveral of the leading Men on the 
2 of the Queſtion called upon me to publiſh my 
Manaus to the World, aſſuring me, that they would an- 
av; my Arguments; none objected againſt this, only 
lowed Member, who was not ſeconded, moved, that 1 
ub . deſired to ſend to the ſeveral Preſbytries, in tl e 
”; ith a Copy of the Reaſons of my Scruples in Writing. 
nod di 


vas nevertheleſs willing to bear a great deal of 


day krdbips, rather than do any thing at which the Gent le- 
Me, es are labouriag to break that Unioa of the Pro- 
-Tuciple at-Diſenters in the North of Ireland, which has 
Hua ity been their Strength and Glory, might cavil. 
5 T WU mow take it for granted, that it is the Reſolution of 
an 


beading men on the other fide of the Question,th it tle 
Wroverſy, which I now conſider, ſhall be fairly Deba- 
hard an Appeal, vith relation to it, be made to the 
mon ſenſe and Juſtice of Mankind. For I find that 
Reverend Mr. Charics Maſterton Moderator of the 
Fa Syod, p. t. has above two Months ago, pul- 
4 ce Glaſgow, a Pamphlet upon the Subject of 
[Preſent Debates, in which he attacks not only his 
1 5 ibiag Brethren, but alſo ſome very worthy 
iter, iu Dublin, who were pleaſed to propeſe a 

402 very 
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very eaſy Method of reconciling our Differences, Wi 
Pamphlet is prefaced by the Reverend Mr. Samut 
- Hemphill - And is the fixth or ſeventh Eſſaywhichk 
beerpubliſhed in favour of the Impofitions, to whid) 
refuje Submiſſion, ſince any thing has been publiſhed 
gainſt thoſe Impofitions. And I am confirmed in 
Conjecture by a Sermon juſt now publiſhed, by the N 
werend M. Thomas Kennedy the former Mods 
tor of the general Synod. | | 
Befides this, I am informed from diffe rent Quant 
[ that the Reaſons of my Screples, concerning the Impiſ 
| on of Subſcription, &c. which Þ have been called if 


: 
\ 
4 
: 
: 
2; 
| 
1 


| to publiſh, are earnestly expected and deſired. M. 
| - things have convinced Me, that this Publication c 
4 no longer be fairly Declined by Me. 7 
| Tam affraid after all, that T ſhall, upon the Account: 
= it, be reproached as Diſturber of the Peace «f ! 
| Church; but that Church which true Hiſtory andi 
i Reaſoning will disturb, muſt, in my humble Opinin 
| in a very bud State. And with what colour of Ri" 
can the Courſe which J now take be cenſured ? I of " 
| ro unbeſom my ſelf to my Brethren, and to lay 19 * 
them the Reaſons of ny Scruples they would not 
> to hear Mo, tho” they world not be diverted from il ! 
| dating Me. Ry the Condemnation of my Pin 
1 concerning Srbſcription to the Weſtminſter-Confelhiy': 
; of Faith, as Term of Communion, my Chara ''; 
| | F ters; I dare not give up that Principle, nor all 4 
5 irary 10 it, leſt by ſn doing I ſhould wound my c 4 
4 ſciente, and offend GOD ; and ſhall I not be aller, Nu 
ö publiſh to the I Norld. in the ſpirit of Meekneſs, fle v4 
| tons which determine my Judgment ; that if theſe ; al 
; font are Valid, others may be convinced And 1 1 
1 they are not concluſive others may have an Op" 
9 


of Convincivo Me ? | 
If auy 0 my Reverend Prethren will donc ſale , 


c 
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A expect to find me unprejudiced. I am not 
mund to my 007 temporal Intereſt, as to chuſe the uu- 
lar ſide of the Queſtion in our preſent Debates, but 
ma Regard to, what appears to Me to be, the Will 
GOD. II is well known, that I have ſuſtained very 
at Loſſes, aud have been expoſed to a great deal of 


in 
he Mach and il Uſage, upon the Account of my ſteady 
Vader berence to the Principle, which I have hitherto im- 


wed ; and tho“ a Man's ſuffering jor any Cauſe does 


are: jrove that Cauſe to be good, yet it is the ſtrongeſt 
Te e which the ſufferer can poſſibly give of his ſince. 
ed WM). 41 that 1 ſhall leg of any who will reply to theſe 
Je, is, That he will be plzajed to treat this Subjets 


ith that Candor and Charity, which becomes a Chrife 
m, and oith that Decency, which becomes a Man of 


ccount earning and of a Liberal Education. 

2 ll | 

and, Fm Expreſſions are indecent or unguarded, 
bini Pope that my Brethren will not put a rigorous Con- 
en pon my Mordt; for uothing is more contrary 


m Iatention than to ſay any thing, that may exaſfe.* 


FR end. 
d not 
from I lave uſed ng Arguments but thoſe, which have 
Prin comvinced my orci Conſcience ; in propoſing then, I 
onfely” uſed great Freedom and Plainneſs of Speech, abhor » 
after ry and Deceit; if either my Reaſons or An- 
il are Neal and Tnfufficieat, this may eafily be dife 
o; and it vill be but a poor Prejudice againſt the 
allow WP Wnents which I have fered jor what I take to be, 
c, the va Extent of that Liberty, wich Chriſt has pur- 
thuſe 10 Jor Us, and of that Charity with which the Diſ- 
d tha 10 G our Common Lord 6ught to receive one another, 
Ddr ee that they 3 ave been uſed by Arminians, Cr. 


1 other Errors; For it is certain that tlev 

«1; . 

Jo been uſed by the moS? ſtrenuous Dejenders of 
| the 


Hale! 


= —— 7 I" rn 


| ** Orthodox Faith both before and fince the Reſymy 


For himſelf, 1. Whether the Principle which Il 
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on; and if an Argument is good, tic no Matter 
have uſed it: Popiſh, Socinian and Arminian ij 
ters have propoſed very good Arguments for the N 
of a GOD; and muſt we therefore give up the f 
Principle of Religion, or ſay that the Argumen 
which thoſe Writers have ſupported it, have hy f 
means loſt their Force, and are become obſolete, I 
it any way to the Purpoſe I might retaliate, and ſin 
that the Arguments uſed by the Gentilemen on the oh 
fide of the Question, have been imſſted upon by Pay, 
and others, who have endeavoured by Church- Auth 
ty to ſupport the moſt monſtruous Errors, and to offi 
the Conſciences of Men. 


All that I fhall beg of the Reader, in the Bouel 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, is that he will ſeriouſly, mtu 
and impartialiy conſider what I have offered, and ji 


hitherto, under; many Diſcouragements adhered t!, 
not true and right ? 2. Whether (if he judge it to 
Mistabe) it is not a tolerable one? *Tis ſaſeſt to e 
the charitable Side. There is a Rule in Mod 
which I beg Leave to mention, viz. That in ordtr 
our doing any moral Action tis neceſſary that 
Fully convinced of it's Lawfulneſs, but in order tu! 
omitting an Action conſcientiouſly, tis not ntcſ 
that we be fully convinced of it's Unlawfulneſs, | 
enough if after Examination we are doubtful ubel 
it be lawful or no. This Rule is applicable t00 
preſent Caſe, in order to our ſubmitting to the In?1 
tion of Subſcription to the Weſtminſter-Confeſſion 
Faith as a Term of Christian or Minifterial © 
muxnion, tis abſolutely neceſſary, that we be fulh n 
vinced, that every Prop fition contained in that exit 
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, that it is lauful for Us to exclude from 
A /-Communicn, the wiſes* and beſt of Men, if 
MI think concerning every Question decided in 
Bil Book, juſt as the Aſſembly at Weſtminſter, have 
, if they refuſe to ſpeak the Words of that A 
, or if they dare not ſubmit to a. Law making 


,: 1-ceſſary Term of Communion : But in order 

WA: [orbenring to ſubmit to this Term of Communion, 
e exclude from the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, or 
e nnn cate theſe who conſcientiouſly refuſe ſuch a 


Papi 
Authi 


0 Opp 


Mon, "tis not neceſſary that we bs thorowly con- 
d that there are Propoſitions in that Coneſſion of 
which are falſe, or diſputable, or of an inferiour 
e, "tis enough if after Examination the contrary 
t appear to Us ; tis not neceſſary, that we be fully 


owth el in our own Judgments, that we have no 
mata i" exclude from Chriftian or Miniſterial Commus 
N f those who conſcientiouſly refuſe to ſubmit to this 


t Inpoftion, tis enough if it do not fully appear. 


ed tu dar we have ſach a Right. 


it to be 
to ey 


. al only add, that it will not remove my Scruples, 
Moran 


Account which I now pull iſb of the Reaſons of 


n order WR [ball chance to be condemned, which indeed I do 
bat c et, ) a Synodical Vote. A Vote cannot 
der to! render that true which was falſe before, or that 
t neceſ/ Wich Was true before : It cannot poſſebly make a 
72 | Picdear or certain, which formerly was dubious, 
1 whe! 


mg, important, which is not ſo in it's own 
„ V my Arguments are in themſelves 
l 10 concluſrue, if my Anſwers are 
=> a Vote can never take away the Im- 
1 led 0 muſt make upon every honeſt and 
. hk ind; and nothing can be more unworthy of 
% tan an Appeal from the Bar of Scripture 
"1 to that of Authority. This is not to be 

un- 


ble to 
he In 0 
nfeſſion 
eri Cl 
| fully (0 
that exit 
porta 
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wnderſtood, as if I would deny to Proteſtant $ 
and Couucils any Regard whith they can Juſth | 
"Tis my Opinion that in Matters of Prudence y 
Deference is due to ther Deciſions : Aud Ti 
think that any of the Parties concerned in the 
Debate will euer pretend, that we ought to bei 
mined by Synodical Authority in Matters where Ci 
ence is concerned; that is to ſay, That in thoſe 
ters we ought to judge any thing to be true or 1 
meerly becauſe fallible Synods or Councils have ſo ju 
or that in Obedience to their Laws, we ought to prij 
act contrary to what appears to our own Conſcie 
be the Mind of GOD. May the GOD of Ti 
Peace and Love, incline our Hearts ſeriouſly 
impartially to conſider this important Subject 
by his Bleſſing render ſucceſsful the preſent 
far mutual Charity ang Forbearance. 
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FASTEN PEEL 
ay S I have formerly declared to the 
WALSH 5 


a ATR *. Clare to the World, that the Rea- 
e 2» ſon, for which I cannot joyn in 
622272 requiring of Intrants into the Mi- 
ty 2 Subſcription to the Meſtminſter-Conſeſ- 
vi Faith, nor ſeem to obey a Law by which 
{ dublcription is required, is not, that A 
"Ie any of the important Articles of the M 
Doctrine contained in that Book ; but m 
Wes are, concerning THE L AWFUL- 
SS OF SUBMIT TING TO HU- 
\NTESTS OF DIVINE TRUTHS, 
MECIALLY IN A GREAT NUM- 
OF EXTRAESSENTIAL 
NTS, WHEN IMPOSED AS 
CESSARY TERMS OF CHRIS- 
LN ORMINISTERIAL COM- 
INIO N. This ſubmiſſion at preſent ap- 
do me to be Unlawful, and therefore un- 


E til 
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til my Scruples are removed, I cannot, vi 
good Conſcience, comply with the Dem 
of ſuch a Submiſſion; nor joyn in the Exec 
on of an Eccleſiaſtical Canon, by which i 
required of others. 


BETORE I proceed to propoſe the Real, 
which are the Grounds of my Scruples, 1 
to prevent all Wrangling, explain the Words 
the Propoſition by which I have expreſſed wl 
my Scruples are. 


BY EXTRAESSENTIAL or u 
ſential Points, I underſtand thoſe Points wh 
are not eſſential to the Chriltian Religion; t 
is to ſay, Points without the Knowledge 1 
Belief of which, Men may be intitled to! 
Favour of GOD, and the Hope of ete 
Life, and, according to the Tenor of the Gol 
Covenant, to Lay or Miniſterial Commut 
with the Church of Chriſt: 


Leer no Man be offended becauſe ſomeſ 
uneſſential Points are ſuppoſed to be cont: 
ed in the Weſtminſter-Confeſſion of Faith. Th 
are in that Book 150 ARTICLES 
it may be reſolved into above a Thouſand! 
Poſitions ; many, very many of which have® 
and are controverted by Men of great Le 
ing, Senſe and Piety, who, I doubt not, ate? 
to Heaven, or are on their Way thither, I 
read with this very View ſome of the Apoſag 
and Primitive Fathers, and have found role 
them who does not in ſome Point or other di 
from the Majority of the Mefiminſter-AHſem 
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with the Mind of the Majority is expreſſed in 
em eir Confeſſion of Faith. I have inquired a 
ven e into the Mind of the firſt Reformers abroad; 
h id it is undenyable that many of them have, 
th reſpect to ſome things, been of Senti- 
ats different from thoſe of the Majority of the 
fininſter-Aſembly. I have likewiſe viſited the 
ner Part of the foreign Reformed Churches, 
d hare been acquainted with many of the 
famous foreign Divines ; and J have hardly 
own any of thoſe Divines, who thinks con- 
ning every minute Point, juſt as the Majori- 
of that Aſſembly has done, tho? they gene- 
ly eſteem the Weſtminſter-Confeſſion of Faith 
be a very excellent and uſeful Book; Nay, I 
e known ſome intire Reformed Calviniſtical 


urches, which in ſome Points differ from the 
jority of that Aſſembly. 


Whoſocver will deny that there are in the 
Eminer-Confeſſion, ſeveral uneſſential Points, 
t doom to eternal Miſery, or at belt leave 
ne uncovenanted Mercies of GOD, all 
Lutherans and Armiaians abroad, all our 
ten of the Eſtabliſhed Church, many of 
brethren the Engliſh Diſſenters, all ſuch of 
M as are in the Sentiments of that truly 
at and godly Divine Mr. Baxter, all the 
"-dobaptiſts, a great part of the foreign Cal- 
fr at this Day, and, as far as we can learn, 
ne Chriſtians in the World during the firſt 
L pureſt: Ages of Chriſtianity : And rhis 1s 
I am perſuaded no wiſe and ſober Man 
- "ture to do. I ſhall therefore take it 
* vlanted, that there are in the I/eSmin- 
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fter-Confeſſion of Faith, ſome, and, indeed, 
great many extraeſſential Points. 


Wren lI ſpeak of thoſe extraeſſential Pon 
as IMPOSED, I hope that none will ca 
at the Word Impofition. I know that the Ga 
ral Synod at Belfaft Anno 1721 has in Wor 
expreſly diſclaimed all Impoſition ; but I have þ 
ficiently explained at the three laſt S Y N OD 
what my Meaning is, when I ſay, That tho 
uneſſential Things are impoſed. By the Wor 
impoſed, T mean no more than this, That an 
greement with the Majority of the mi 
Aſſembly 1a thoſe Points is required as a i 
fary Term of Church-Communioa. And 'tis unt 
nyable, that this is required of all who fhall 
admitted to Mrniſterial-Communion amongll | 
by ſeveral Acts of the General SYN OD. 
require any thing under a Penalty, is, in 
humble Opinion, to impoſe it; which is 3 
Culpable when a competent Authority to do 
is wanting. And the Penalty of NomComm 
is the greateſt which any Religious Societ)) 
ſuch, can poſſibly infliẽt upon rhoſe, who b 
to obey their Injun&ions. *Tis only in! 
Senſe, That the Eſtabliſhed Church can be 
ro impoſe her Liturgy and Ceremonies ; She 0 
requires an Aſſent and Submiſſion to them 
neceſſary Term of Communion. And tis 
dent, that Chriſtians can go no further, 
the Civil Magiſtrate will arm the Impoſers 
a coercive Power, or become in fart 
ſach the Inſtruments of Perſecution. Put 
any Man is diſpleaſed with the Word Inpalt 
he is at Liberty to ſubſtitute in the Place 
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y other Word or Phraſe ; by which the thing 
joken of may be expreſled. | 


WEN I fay, That I cannoc with a good 
onſcience ſubmit to HUMAN TESTS 
F DIVINE TRUTHS, eſpecially 
a great number of ſuch extraeſſential Points, 
do not at all blame the compoling of Creeds 
d Confeſſons and other abridgments of the 
iriltian-Doctrines ; I am perſuaded, that ſuch 
voks have been very uſeful in the Chriſtian 
orld, for inſtructing the Ignorant, and for 
ting Men to form more diſtinct Notions, 
an otherwiſe they would have done, concern- 
g the Scheme and Connection of Divine- 
mths. Nor do 1 condemn the treating in 
ch Books concerning Points which are not ab- 
utly neceſlary to be Known, and Believed. 
ke no reaſon, why Men of Learning and 
ety may not, in the ſpirit of Meekneſs, 
opole thoſe Opinions, which, as they appre- 
ed, have a Tendency to perfect the Know- 
age, Faith, Comfort and Holineſs of their 
low-Chriſtians. Nor do I pretend that a 
whderable number of Divines may not joyn 
ddetner in compoſing ſuch Confeſſions ; This 
Waadt at certain Junctures they have been 
ced to do by very valuable Reaſons. In 
i firſt Ages of Chrillianity abominable Lies 
Me invented and induſtriouſly propagated by 
ie Heathen Prieſts, by which the Minds of 
F People were ſo ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed, that 
as not to be expected that they would take 
1 to peruſe che Holy Scriptures, in which 
e an Authentic account of the Principles of 

our 
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our Holy Religion is contained. It was the 
thought prudent to - give the Heathen Wor 
ſome ſhort Account of the principal Do&rin 
and Precepts of Chriſtianity, in the Apolog 
which were publiſhed for it; which Apologt 
tho' they were compoſed by private Hank 
were probably recommended by many, as e 
plaining faithfully, in the Main, what Chriſt 
ans believed, and thought themſelves obligedt 
practiſe. And at the time of our Reformatic 
from Popery, the ſame vile Artifice, I ne 
Calumny, was uſed by the Popiſh Prieſts to pr 
judice the Minds of the People againſt it, a 
great Pains were taken to difluade them fra 
the reading of the Bible. Our Reformers, ther 
fore, thought it proper to publiſh to the Wot 
{ome ſhort Confeſſions of Faith, by way of Apt 
logy, containing an Abridgment of thoſe Pri 
ciples of uncorrupted Chriſtianity, which tht 
taught; in the compiling of which, very oftet 
a conſiderable number of Divines joyned tog 
ther. Nor do ] ſcruple to recommend ſuch Col 
feſſions, or Summaries of the Chriſtian Dot! 
to the ſerious and impartial Pernſa! of Chr 
ans ; For I amof Opinion, that it is their Dul 
to read ſuch Books with Care, and to compi 
them with the ſacred Scriptures, which 
the only Rule, which GOD has given to direlt 
how to Glorify and Injoy him : Accordingly | 
commend the 7/e{tminſter-Confe(ſion of Faith 
Catechiſms at the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm a 
upon. other Occaſions ; and, indeed, I cliec 
thoſe excellent and uſeful Books, as contam 
not only all the Eſſential Articles of the Chriſt 


Doctrine, but alſo a great many jndicio, 
cihol 
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ions, concerning ſome of the moſt arduous 


d knotty Controverſies of School Divinity. 
either is it my Opinion, that Miniſters are 


the 
oft 
rink 


0g! bliced immediately to Licenſe or Ordain any 
0 W2ndidate forthe Miniſtry, if he ſhall acknowledge 


ud. Scriptures to be the Word of God. I think, 
> lit they may demand ſome rational Satisfaction, 
mr t the Perſon, whom they are to Ordain, 
gedit icrſtands rhe Chriſtian Doctrine, and i apt 
na teach it. Which may be had by examining the 
0 MFcr(on to be Ordained, and by allowing him 
0 "i preach before his Ordainers concerning the 
t, bn loſt important Subjects, or to draw up in his 
n wen Words an Account of the Principles and 
_ rounds of his Faith. Methods which are uſed, 
p f [th great Succeſs, in many of the Proteſtant 
1 2 Wctormed Churches. 
ſe Pri 
N „ Bu r my Scruples are concerning the Lawful- 
/ orf Submitting .to the Impoſirion of an A S- 
"i ENT, or SUBSCRIPTION, to the 
7 * tminfte;-Confeſſton of Faith, or ſuch like pub- 
Oct b authorized, human, Tefts of Divine Truths, 


| 1 * 

be pally when they deſcend to a great Number 
cool mellential Points, and are impoſed as the 
bh 1 <lary Terms of Chriſtiaz, ot Minifeerial 


grell union. I do not find, that the Reverend 
Wd in Uter, nor, indeed, that any Aſſembly, 


1 | | on þ 
oy Por Councit whatſoever, have received 
eim ont from Chriſt, ro make new Laws 


| eſte wg his Subjects, which he never made; 
ontainil * cut off (as far as in them lieth) from 
Chrilt hp with the Body of Chriſt, T mean, his 
15 or to exclude from the Miniſtry of the 
X, all thoſe, who do not think concerning 
every 


cious 
cihiol 
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every minute Religious Controverſy, juſt 281 
Majority ot the Aſſembly at MWeſtminſter, or of u 
other fallible Aflembly, has thought, or wh 
will not expreſs their Thoughts, in the Won 
of ſuch an Aſſembly, or who dare not ſubmit 
Terms, by which the Communion of Chriſtians 
narrowed. And I am at preſent of Opinic 
that the Eccleſiaſtical Law, which I conſcier 
ouſly refuſe to obey is a very bad one. 


Bur that I may not ſeem to do Injuſticet 
the Reverend SY N OD, I readily own, thi 
there is no Act of this Synod, nor, indeed, as i 
as I know, of any Synod or Presbytry in the Woll 
obliging the Chriſtian People to Aſſent to, 
Subſcribe, the Weſtminſter-Confeſſion of Fai 
under the Penalty of Noncommunion. But ast 
requiring of ſuch an Aſſent, as a Term. 
Miniſterial Communion, began gradually to | 
introduc'd, even before the Year 1705, in whil 
the firſt A& of Synod was made concerning 
Matter; ſo likewiſe have ſome Miniſters 4 
others been labouring, for a conſiderable wl 
to introduce the Impoſition of the ſame Aﬀent, 
a neceſſary Term of Chriſtian Communion, atle 
in ſome Inſtances. In many Congregations wil 
in the Bounds of this Synod, Parents are requite 
when their Children are baptiſed, to declare th 
Aﬀent to all the Principles contained in tl 
Book ; Nay, if I am not greatly miſinforms 
they are in ſome Congregations obliged to p 
miſe, that they will always adhere to the 
Principles, and educate their Children in the 
This many of the Common People call their bea 


ſworn into that Confeſſion, and their having tt 
Ildr 
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dren baptiſed into it. I know it alſo from 
perienc e, that ſome Minifſterg have been de- 
ted by their Hearers for refuſing to ſwear them 
o the Confeſſion of Faith, upon ſuch Occaſions, 
Oath, which few, if any, of our Hearers are 
ulity's to take, with Underſtanding ; and 
ieh, as far as I can perceive, no Miniſter of 
e Golpel is warranted to adminiſter, as a Term 
Chriſtian Communion. Tis upon the Account 
the Danger of this growing Evil, that I ſpeak 
cerning the Papoſition of Human Teſts of Divine 
uths in a great Number of extraeſſential Points, 
me NECESSARY TERMS OF 
RHISTIAN OR MINISTERT 
L. COMM. NIN. . 


a5 th 
of 
r wh 
Word 
Imit if 
Hans! 
pinion 
\(cien 


ſtice t( 
n, thi 
as 
Worll 

fo, ( 

F aitl 
t a8 t 
'erm ( 


Turn is another Piece of Juſtice, which 1 
Je to the SY NO D namely this, to acknow- 
ge that by the Pacifick Act, Candidates for 


| 
hi e Miriitry are not ſtrictly obliged to ſubſcribe 
ing! pl te Words of the Wi Rminſter-Conſeſſion of 
* ith, but have the Liberty if they ſhall ſcruple any 
e wit naſe o Phraſes in the Confeſſion, to uſe their own 
ent Mie rous; which the Preſbytry ſhatl accept, providing 
tle { Judge ſuch a Perſon ſound in the Faith, and that 
6 wi BL are conſlitent with the Subſtance of the 
— 7 1 Which Allowance ſome explain ſo as to 
ire thi 10 7: more than this, that a Perſon, who is. 
in i cenſed, or Ordained, fhall have Leave 
Lorne the Words of any Propoſition which he 
to f - in the V eſtminſter-Confelſien, provided 
i <a to the Senſe and Meaning of that 
in belle ion But that he muſt neceſ- 
Fi ink concerning every Point con- 
ns of that Book, juſt as the Majority of 
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that Aſſembly thought, and that he mul 
generally ſpeaking, adhere to their very Word 


Havrixs premiſed theſe Things to prey 
all Wrangling, and Strife about Words, If 
alſo, to prevent all Heat and Paſſion in d 
Management of this Debate, beg Leave t 
obſerve, that in reaſoning, *tis unavoidable 
charge the Principle which we would diſpr 
with the Conſequences, which to us appear tol 
fairly deducible from it, But I hope, that 10 
of my Reverend Fathers and Brethren, who? 
in their judgments for requiring Subſcription 
the Me/tminfer-Confeſſion of Faith as a Term 
Communion, will imagine, that when I cha 
the Principle which they maintain, with t 
Conſequences, which appear to me to flow it 
it, but which Conſequences, I know them 
diſclaim ; I ſay, I hope that none of them 
imagine, that, in this Caſe, I intend to chat 
them with holding thoſe Conſequences. T 
would certainly be great Injuſtice. All that 
intend to do, is, to convince them, if poſi 
that a Principle, which they have unwarily, ti 
with an honeſt Deſign, imbraced, cannot be 
and good, by ſhewing them, that it is ful 
chargeable with Conſequences which they te 
and abhor. I only propoſe the Reaſons wi) 
cannot agree with them in that Principle. Al 
ſurely this can be no juſt Cauſe why any of the 
ſhould be angry with me. 


NoruinG could be more unjuſt thi 
charge a Lntherau with a Deſign to oe 


all Truth and Certainty, This1s what 15 
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owns. But no Injuſtice is done to a Lutheran 
| calmly indeavour to convince him, that the 
octrine of Confubſtantiation deſtroys the great 
oundations of all Truth and Certainty, wiz. 
e Teſtimony of Senſe and Reaſon. Thus in 
tithmetick and Geometry it is impoſſible for 
Man to be guilty of a Miſtake which does not 
Confequence overturn the Principles of thoſe 
ences : And there is no Injury done to a Man 
no errs in a Calculation, or in the Solution 
| a Probleme, if I ſhew him, that what he 
lintains is inconſiſtent with the Principles of 
nthmetick and Geometry, but nothing could 
more injurious than to accuſe ſuch an one of 
tending to overthrow thoſe Principles. 


w als the Debates which have happened among 
ay oteltants concerning the Order and Manner in 


ich God thinks and acts, all the Contending 
ties the Supralapſarians, the Sublapſarians, the 
hunter, the Amyraldians, the Baxterians, the 


% Er therans and the Remonrants, have always 
Me , aloned againſt the Schemes oppoſite to their 
15, "is © chargeable with Conſequences repugnant 
25 jul ſome of the Divine Perfections. Would it there- 


abue been reaſonable for each Party to charge 
'« why i Rhers with Atheiſm ? Surely no. And yet it 


wy 


cenain that God cannot poſſibly be without 
Mite Perfection. wy | 


box What is enongh to convince any reaſon- 
Creature that a Man cannot juſtly be chargod 
* holding all theſe Conſequences which flow 
he utte * nnciple which he maintains, unleſs he ſee 
giſow! wn thoſe Conſequences, is, that an E_ 
G 2 
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{ had almoſt ſaid an infinite Chain of Conſequewlf 
ces is deducible from every good or bad Princi 
ple, which Chain no finite Mind can fulyM 
comprehend. And nothing can be more abſuli 
than to charge a Man with holding tha 
Conſequences, of which he never had a Though, 
and which it was impoſſible for his Underſtand 
ing to reach. The Injuſtice of charging a Perl 
with holding thoſe Conſequences, which he dot 
not fee to flow from a Principle which he, hold 
may alſo be proved from this Conſideration, th 
whatever Conſequences may juſtly be charged 
upon a Man's Opinion, yet thoſe Conſequence 
can have no Influence upon the Diſpoſitions « 
his Soul, or the Conduct of his Life, if they at 
not perceived and acknowledged by him. 


Fx O u the confounding of theſe two Thing 
all that Anger and Wrath with which Devat 
of this kind arc often managed, uſually proceed 
What tho* a Friend ſnew me, that a Princi 
which I maintain is chargeable with the wollte 
Contcquences ; if he does not charge me Wh 
holding thoſe Confequences, he does not in tl 
leaſt wrong me; he only endeavours to obig 
me, by convincing me of my Miſtake. In l 
manner, when I charge a Principle which othe 
maintain, with thoſe Conſequences which tte 
deny, I do them no Wrong; for I do not chal 
them as holding thoſe Conſequences ; I on! 
explain the Reaſons why I differ from then 
and the only proper Reply which can be m 
to me, is by ſhewing me, that the Princh 
which they imbrace, is not at all charge 
with rhefe Conſequences. 1 therefore hope d 
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ontaining Reaſons againſt the Impoſition of 


SUBSCRIPTION &@. 


WAY WL 


zee H O” the Reaſons for which I 
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$35 conſcientiouſſy refuſe to ſubmit to 
T the Impoſition of Subſcription to 


+9 the IWeſtminfter-Confeſſion of Faith, 
722 8 "har . 

Ea:%* when this is required as a neceſſary 
n of Church-Communion, are many and 
dus, yet they may all be reduced to theſe 


KR general Heads. 
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nsr, I do not find, that Jeſus Chriſt the 
King and Lawsgiver of the Chriſtian Church 
made ANY SUCH LAW, neither, 
be has giren to ANY FALLIBLE 
my Synod or Council a PROPER 
rity to make new Laws for his Subjects, 
0 appoint new Terms of Church-Commu- 
which he has not required. 


*©ONDLY, The Eccleſiaſtical Canon, by 
a that Subſcription is made a Term of 
mon, appears to me to be contrary to the 

©, which Jeſus Chriſt has expreſly granted 
ro 


— 
EO " En 5 
—_— M_ , _ "— 0 * 
»\ . 1 1 
— e OG Ae ao - 


16 Reaſous againſt the Part 
to his Subjects; and to ſome of the plainel 4 


not the leaſt important Laws which he 
enacted. 


TaixpLy, That Canon appears to me 90 
2 very bad one, becauſe there are other Lay 
God, which, in my humble Opinion, Men; 
BY I T tempted to violate ; thy? I will not{ 
that it is directly repugnant to thoſe Laws, 


k 
il 
FourrturLy, I do not ſee how PROTESTA\ þ 
DISSENTERS can agree to or ſeem to 0d 
the Eccleſiaſtical Canon, to which I, refuſe $ 
miſſion, without involving themſelves in if 
ſhameful and glaring Inconſiſtencies. 


FIRST ARGUMENT. 


Tus firſt Reaſon for which I conſcienti 
refuſe to ſubmit to the Impoſition of Subſcripti 
the Weſtminſter-Confeſſion of Faith, or ſuch lit 
thorixed Human Teſts of Divine Truths, eſpe 
when they deſcend to a great Number of extra 
Points ; and a Subſcription, or Aſſent to tt 
required as a neceſſary Term of Church-Conmu 
is this; 1 do not find, that JESUS CH 
the great King and Laugiver of the Chril 
Church has made ANY SUCH LAW nei 
does it appear to me, that he has given '0 
fallible Aſſembly, Synod, or Council 2 f R 
PER AUTHORITY to make N 
Laws binding his Subjects, and to appoint N. 
Ferms of Chriſtian, or Miniſterial Commu 
which he has not required. Ti 


ati. Inpoſition of Subſcription &c. 17 
T4 a t Chriſt has made ſuch à Law is what 
Man, I ſuppoſe, will alledge. And, indeed, 
re there any Precept contained in the New 
eltament, obliging, under the Penalty of Non- 
pmmunion, all Chriſtians, or Miniſters to ſubmit 
the Demand of a Subſcription or an Aſſent to 
e Weſtminſter-Couſeſſion of Faith, or any ſuch pub- 
k authorized human Standard of Qrthodoxy, 
kt Precept would have been quoted long ago: 
d there is no Doubt but that all good Chril- 


Ins would have yielded a ready and chearful 
bedlence to it. | 


Nziturn, can I ſee, that Jeſus Chriſt has 
en to any fallible 4fſermbly, Synod or Council a 
ROPER AUTHORITY to make NEW 
LLIGIOUS LAWS binding his Subjects, and 
point NEW TERMS OF COMMUNE 
N which he has not inſtitured. Even the 
tent eired Apoſtles were limited in their Commiſ- 
crittuß They were authorized to teach Men to 
ch like e alle things whatſoever Chriſt had commanded 
ee v and no more, Ma-. XXVIII. 20. Accord- 
rae”, they were careful to aſſure the World, 
at they had received of the Lord all the Precepts 
Unſticutions, which they delivered to Men, 1 
. XI. 23. And if at any time they delivered 
at wn private Thoughts concerning Matters 
Which they had received no Commandment 


£ Lord, they always did this with the grea- 
: Modeſty. In ſuch Caſes they were careful, 
r their Felow-Chriftians ſhould know, that 


1 Þoke by Permiſſion and not of Commundment, 

heir Counſels were not to be regarded, as 
1 we of the Lord : And that they did not 

ed to a Right to diate to others, but only 

D to 


18 Reaſons againſt the Patt! 
to adviſe ; what, in their Opinion, might | 
conducive to the Happineſs of their Felloy 
ſervants, See 1 Cor. vii. 6, 12, 25, and 4 
And if in thoſe Verſes the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
Inſpiration concerning the Expediency of Thin 
(which appears more pro bable to ſome lea 
ed and worthy Divines) what he ſays, y 
ſtrongly prove that Excommunicating Cand 
ought not to be made concerning thoſe Matt 
by uninſpired Men: 


Nax the Colledge of Apoſtles together wi 
the Elders and Brethren at Jeruſalem when th 
Judgment was appealed to in a Controve 
which aroſe among the Chriſtians at Ati 
would not aſſume to themſelves a proper Li 
tive Authority. They would not tempt God Y 
ing upon the Necks of the Diſciples an infupponi 
Yoke, Acts xv. 10. They would do nothing! 
might trouble or diſturb their Brethren, who 
been converted from Heatheniſm to Chriſti 
ty, Verſe 19. They wrote Letters to the Chur 
in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia in very oft 
modeſt Terms; They did not uſe that imp 
ons Stile which has ſince been too freque 
uſed by uninſpired Councils and Synods; T 
acted not as Lawgivers and Kings in C 
Kingdom. They did: not injoyn the Ge 
Converts to obey the Law of Mofes, but 
recommended the Obſervance of the Prech 
given to Noah, by which Mankind was forbid 
to eat the Blood of Beaſts, or things Strat 
i. e. Fleſh with the Blood in it. Which Fred 
the Proſelytes of the Gate were obliged to 09 
the Violation of which by the Gentile C 


ans would have given great Offence to — 
| je 


ti, Unpoſition of Subſcription Cc. 19 
ring Jews. And at the ſame time they gave a 
ation to thoſe to whom they wrote, to beware 
Idolatry and Fornication ; Things which the 
then World accounted Lawful, and in which 
placed a great part of their Nevotion. And 
ho that truly Venerable Aſſembly did not 
upon their Fellow-Chriſtians any greater Bur- 
than theſe neceſſary Things, yet, that it might 
gre fully appear, that they did not aſſume to 
emſelves a Legiſlative Authority, they thought 
to preface their Deciſion with theſe Words, 
ſeemed good unto the Holy Ghos? and unto Us, i. e 
o us immediately inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt. 
d the Points which they had decided not 
ins eſſential, but ſuch concerning which ſincere 
riftians might, and actually did, diſter, they 
not inforce their Determinations by any 
ul actions; They did not thunder a ſentence 
Excommunication againſt thoſe believing Jews 
iv would perſuade the Gentile Converts to 
the Law of Moſes ; neither, did they cut of 
In the Body of Chriſt thoſe believing Gentiles, 

0 ſhould eat Blood, or things Strangled, i. e. 
ch with the Blood in it; They only ſay to 

en, from which (things) if ye keep, your ſelves ye 

ch well, Faye ye well. See Acts xv. from the 

to the 29. Verſe. And compare Rom. xiv. 


ls>zeD, the inſpired Apoſtles never pretend- 
w have Dominion over the Faith of Chriſtians, 
þ vere ſatisfied to be Helpers of their Bre- 
Ms Joy, 2 Cor. i. 24. They did not preach 
Mev (to be Lords and Lawgivers in the 
Plan Church) but they preached Chriſt Jeſus 
TH and themſelves (to be) the SE R- 
NTS of —_— for Jeſus ſake, 2 Cor. 

: ; 


JV. 
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iv. 5. They deſired, that Men would ſo aan 
of them, as of the Minifters of Chriſt, and fail 
ful Stewards of the Miſteries of God, 1 Cor. iy, 1 
2. As Miniſters by whom others believed, 10 
iii. 5. They preached one God the Father, of wh 
are all things, and we in him, and one Lord . 
Chris, by whom are all things, and we by him, 10 
viii. 6. They baptized no Man into their o 
Names, 1 Cor. 1. 13. But they baptized M 
into the Faith and Obedience of CHRIS 
the only PROPHET and LAWGIVE 
of the Chriſttan Church. 


Nox could the Apoſtles preſume by t! 
own Authority to give Laus to the Chrilt 
Church. They well knew, that this would! 
accounted an Wurpation of the Royal Prerogat 
of their great Lord and Maſter, and that toll 
only all Power in Ecaven, andin Earthisgiven, M 
XXV111. 18. In which Power is included 2 pt 


per Authority to give Laws to the Conſciem Do 
of Men, and to fix the Terms upon wüßte 
Men ſhall be admitted ro Communion e. 
the Church of GOD upon Earth, and to 
Fruition of the Celeſtial Felicity and Glory. I. 
knew, that he alone is the wellbel;yed St 1 
whom the Father is wellpleaſed, and whom G 0's: 
by a Voice from Heaven, commanded al = 
1% hear, Mar. xvii: 5. They knew Chrilt o n 
the Perſon, to whom alone the Words, r 
Maſes truly ſaid unto the Fathers, are in dt: 
firong*it ſenſe Applicable, a Proplet 4% Wi”: 
Lord your God raiſe up unto Ton of your Bret e. 
Hike unto Me, him ſhall ye hear in al th 10 0 3: 
ever he ſball ſay unto Tow, As iii. 22. The) kl xz 


that Chriſt alone was qualified to gie © 


Tat 
Won 


ti; Inpoſition of Subſcription GO. 21 
nding the Conſciences of Men, and to be the 


u 

fahrad of their Faich and religious Obedience; 
*. auſe He alone hath ſeen God, and perfectly 
m, John i. 18. Mat. xi. 27. becauſe he 


ne came from above, and is above all, John. iii. 
and ſpeaketh the Words of God, John iii. 
- becauſe he alone hath redeemed the Church 
th his ow: Blood, and to this End died,roſe again 
{ revived, that he might b Lord both of the dead 
| of the living, Rom. xiv. g. and becauſe to 
m alone all Judgment is committed, John v. 22. 
de Keys of Hell and Death, Rev. 1. 18. that 
| may reward the Obedience of his Laws 
th eternal Life, and-puniſh rhe Diſobedience 
em with everlaſting Fire, Mat. xxv. 34, 
ou. They knew, rhat whoever is not thus 
ea , can have no Right to Dominion over 
toe Conſciences of Men; becauſe ſuch an one 
„ gire to others no ſufficient Security, that 
| 2 PF) ſhall by obeying his Precepts obtain the 
ſcienq or of GO D, and run no risk with reſpec 
| will weir immortal Souls; the oze Laugiver, in this, 
1 Wee, is he who 75 able to ſuus and to deſtroy, Jam: 1v. 


d to. 

y. TIT : : Apoſtles alſo knew, that their Lard 
$ 0 l ſererely ccaſured thoſe amongſt the Jews, 
© P taught for Dodrines the Commandments of Men, 
all | « VI. 7. They knew that Jelus Chriſt had 


it to bo far from granting to any in his Kingdom 

ad Dominion over others, that he had, 
in d Melly forbiddey this, in theſe Words, the Kings 
tl Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip ever them, aud they 
exciſe AUTHORITY over them are cal- 


* Ben * ö N 

& 0 aloe, bat ye ſha! not be fo, lut he that ig 

1c) ſt Fre Don let him be as t! e Younger, aud he 
4 {i dom & . %* ia 

mn Wi lief as he that doth ſerve, Luke xxii. 25,26. 


They 


22 \ Reaſons againſt the Par 
They knew, that Jeſus Chriſt had given 20 
tion to guard againſt every thing that might i 
this Way, and to be jcalous of all Pretenſy 
of this Kind, Mat. xxi1i. 8, 9, 10. where hel 
to his Diſciples, Be ye not called Rabbi, for am 
your Maſter, even Chrift, and all ye are Brethren, g 
call no Man your Father upon the Earth; for wn 
your Father which is in Heaven; neither be je a 
Maſters, for one is your Maſter, even Chriff 
religious Matters the Jews paid an exceſſive 
gard to the Judgment of their Rabbies, 
CHRIST charges his Diſciples, in thoſe M 
ters, not to regard any Human Authority, 1 
not to claim ſuch a Regard. 


AN p there was no need of committing 
Men a Legiflative Authority in ſpiritual Thit 
becauſe CHRIS T the only begotten ſon of 6 
who is in the boſom of the Huther, hath fully dev 
him, John i. 18. and given 0 his Diſciples 
Word, John xvii. 14. 


"Tis true, indeed, that tho" the Apoſtles 
no proper Legiſlative Authority in the Chrilt 
Church, yet they were immediately Comm 
oned by CHRIST to be his Ambaſſai 
2 Cor. v. 20. And the faithful 1Vimefes i 
Reſurrection, and of all things which he did, aud 
John xv. 27. Acts i. 8. And that being inlpit 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and furniſhed with the Po 
er of working Miracles, they had a Rigntt0 
believed, when they declared that they h 
ceived any particular Doctrine or Commancnt 
of the Lord. For it was only by their Teſt 
ny, that the greater part of their Hearers ch 


: ist tri 
know, what were the Things, which Chriſt 


i Japofition of Subſcription &c. 23 

or taught. But as for the ordinary Miniſters of 
Goſpel, who cannotjuſtly pretend to be imme- 

dy inſpired of GOD, who can work no 

racles, as their Credentials, let them be ne- 
ſo wiſe, holy and venerable, We ought not⸗ 
the Buſineſs of Religion, to believe any thing 
ich they ſay to be true or right meerly upon 
Account of their Authority, but becauſe of 
Arguments, by which they confirm their 
frine. With reſpect to them, and what they 


Tre (Vc, we muſt ty the ſpirits whether they are of 
oc John iv. 1. Prove all things, and hold faſt 
fe MS bc is good, 1 Theſ. v. 21. And if any Man 


h otherwiſe and conſent not to wholeſome Words, even 
IVORDS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
are to account ſuch an one to be proud, knows 


ting WY Ning, doting about Queſtions and ſtriſes of 
Thin Ids, whereof cometh Envy, Strife, Railing, evil 
n of ("Fug and perverſe Diſputings of Men of corrupt 
„Ae 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4, 5. Nay, if an Angel 


8 Heaven preach to Us any other Goſpel above 
vefides the Goſpel which Chriſt firſt preach- 
nd which was afterwards Publiſhed by the 
alles, we ought to account him accurſed, Gal. 
9. And ſince in the Goſpel and other Apoſ- 


omni Writings we have the whole Council of God 
aſſo bined to Us, Acts xx. 27. religious Laws of 
ſes of WF" © making muſt be very uſeleſs Things. 

audi | 

info} = it has already been proved, That 
he POP the infpired Apoſtles had not a Legiſlative 
tht to nity in the Church of Chrift ; and fince 
had berer formed ſo exorbitant a Claim, it 
andme 1 cem ſuperfluous to prove, that no ſuch Au- 
Term 2 belongs to ordinary Miniſters of the Goſ- 
ph nd that it would be extravagant in them to 
Jrilttr! 


pre- 
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pretend to make Religious Laws binding ee 
Fellow ſubjects, or todeny JES US CHAN 
to be the only Head, King and Lawgiver m 
Church. - 


A Claim of Authority over the Conſch ide 
of Men, 15 the higheſt, the moſt exceflive 
that poffibly can be made. We would norty 
ly ſubmit to any Perſon, who, without a 
Title, would pretend to an Authority over is 
Perſons and Eſtates, and a Right to give Won! 
Laws, with reſpect to our Civil Actions. 
may therefore reaſonably ſuppoſe, that if it 
been the Mind of God, that with reſpet 
religious Actions, Chriſtians ſhould ſubmit u 
Conſciences to ary Human Authority, 
would have conveyed that Authority in 
cleareſt, in the moſt expreſs and firot 
Terms. But where has he done this? Cem 
no where. We may alſo ſuppoſe, that G0 
would, in that Caſe, have given us a very 
Defeription of the Perſons to whom our 
ſciences miſt be ſubject, (for it is in 
ſible for us to obey all who clam 
Subjection) but has he done this? Cert 
no. 


Nav, we find the ordinary Miniſters of 
expreſly forbidden to uſurp any Dominion 
the Confcrences of Men, 1 Pet. V. 2, 3. 
Elders, or Scriptural Biſhops are command 
feed the Flock of God, taking the Overſight 9f ity 
being Lords over God's Heritage. 


A x'D to me, it appears abſurd for an}, 


muſt own that they ate not infal;ble, to 4 kt 


ti, Imnpofition of Subſcription, &c. 25 


Pa 
ger to give Laws to the Church of Chriſt, 
ing the Conſciences of Men. We cannot 


ermine our own Judgments and Conſciences 
re our ſelves pleale ; we cannot account that 
be lawtul, which we would gladly 
ider as ſuch ; far leſs can we be determined 
the Deciſions of thoſe Men, who would 
e for us, if we know, that they are Lyabte 
liſtakes. 
[1s alſo evident that if Chriſt had intended 
pmmit to the ordinary Officers of the Church 
oper Legiſlative Authority in religious Mat- 
he would not have recommended his Toke as 
and his Burden as light. For when Men take 
them to give Laws to the Church of Chriſt, 
| often make their little Finger thicker than 
| Maſter's Loyns. *Tis about 1300 Years 
St. Auguſtin complained that the human 
ditions laid upon Chriſtians by Church- 
bority were become heavier than the Yoke of 
Ceremonial Law. 
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tte it neceſſary, I could eafily prove, that 
$2 Point in which Proteſtants are, for the 
part, agreed : And that the Reformed 
hes do generally deny any Councils, Synods, 
mblies whatſoever to be inveſted with a 


of OF Legiſlative Authority. I ſhall only beg 


nion Wi to tranſcribe a few Paſſages out of that 
3. en Abridgment of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
mand we have in the IV-:ſtminſter-Confeſſion of 


h Viz; Chap. 1. Article x. The ſupreme Judge, 
h al Controverſies of Religion are to be deter- 
end all Decrees of Councils, Opinions of ancient 
any, i” Doftrines of Men, aud private Spirits, are 
0 q Med ; and in whoſe Sentence we are to reſt, 

| FE,. can 


fit. 


26 Reaſoas againſt the In 
can be no other but the holy Spirit ſpeaking i 
Scripture. Chap. xvi. Art, 1. Good Works an 
ſuch as God hath commanded in his holy War 
uot ſuch, as, without the Marraut thereof, are dn 
by Men, out of blind Zeal, or upon any Prim 
good Intention. Chap. xx. Art 2. God alone isLy 
the Conſcience, and hath left it free from the Dil 
aud Commandments of Men, which are in auI 
contrary to his Word, er beſide it, in Matters of 
or Worſhip. So that, to believe ſuch Doctrine, 
obey ſuch Commands out ofConſcience is to lei 
Liberty of Conſcience And the requiring of ni 
cite Faith, and an abſelute blind Obedience, is tod 
Liberty of Conſcience, and Reaſon alſo» Aud i 
XXXI. Art. IV. All Synods or Councils fit 
Apoſtles Times, whether general or particular, 
Err; and many have Erred : Therefore they at 
to be made the Rule of Faith or Practice; lu 
uſed as an Help in both. 


Ix like manner that Venerable Aſſembly! 
Us in the ſecond Anſwer of the Shorter Cad 
that the Wurd of God, which is contained in the 
tures ofthe Old and New Teſtament, is the only M 
diretts us, how we may glorify and injoy him. A 
the the third Anſwer of the Larger Catechij# 
are told, that the Scriptures are the only Rule 9 
aud Oledience. 


Ir theſe things are true, as certainly the} 
for they arc founded upon the molt exprels 
of Scripture, then let thoſe who requit* 
Term of Chriſtian or Miniſterial Commu" 
an Aſſent or Subſcription to all the roof, 
contained in the Heſtminſter-Confeſſton of # 


prove, that Jeſus Chriſt the only mT 


* i, In pboſitio of Sublcription, Cc. 25: 
T Ae of the Chriſtian Church has enacted 
Law. Let them prove, that I am, by the 
and d of God, commanded to refuſe Chriſtian or 
iſterial Communion to all, who cannot agree 
the Majority of that Aſſembly in every one 
«| cir Decitions, tho' many of them deſcend to 
D of an inferiour Nature, and of doubiful 
a ion, and which have been, and are con- 
of etted by many Millions of good and holy 
in, WWF Let them prove, that Chriſt has com- 
ral ed me, to cut off from Communion with 
body, or to exclude from the Miniſtry of his 
pl, thoſe who, tho” they agree to the Sub- 

ce of all the Deciſions of that Aſſembly, yer 

not give up their Right to expreſs every 

ce of their Faith in their own Words. Let 

prove, that, by the Laws of God, I am 

d to reje& thoſe, who, tho?, for their own 

they could Subſcribe the Meftminſter- 

ſim of Faith, with the Benefit of the 

b Act, even in the narrow Senſe of that Act 

e mentioned, yet they dare not ſeem to obey 
ccleſiaſtical Canon, excluding from Church- 
imunion the wiſeſt and holieſt Men upon 

a, if they ſhall ſcruple a Submiſſion to the 
echiwobtion of this Term of Communion. I fay, 
„en prove by plain and dire& Texts of 
dure, that theſe are Laws made by Jeſus 

il, the ſole Lawgiver of the Chriſtian Church, 

ey may be ſure, that T ſhall no more call the 

made Anno 1705, requiring Subſcription, and 

Pacifick Ae made 1720, Eceleſiaſtical or 

=” Laws, but acknowledge them to be the 
. „, God, publiſhed by one Lord Jeſus 

and his inſpired Apoſtles, and readily obey 


E & Is 
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I this cannot be done, as certainly it can 
then let it be acknowledged, that theſe are I 
gious Laws, added to the Laws of the Gag 
by Perſons, whohave not received from Chi 
Legiſlative Authoriry, and whoſe Commands]; 
not obliged to obey. Let it be acknowilèdgecht 
I have a Right to appeal from the Authority 
the Synod to the Law and to the Prophets, tot 
Goſpels and to the Apoſtolical Writings. U 
be acknowledged, that the ſupreme Judged 
Controverſies of Religion, viz. the Holy & 
ſpeaking in the Scripture, in whoſe Senate 
alone we are to reſt, having determined nol 
Things, all Decrees of Councils concerningti 
are to be diſregarded. Let it he acknowled 
that Subſcription to the Heſtminſter-Conſcia 
Faith, as a Term of Communion, cannot9 
good Work, ſince God hath not commanded 
in his holy Word, and ſince it has without 
Warrant of Scripture, been deviſed by Men 


a Pretence of good Intention. Let it be ac": 
ledged, that God the only Lord of Conſce n 
hath left my Conſcience free from thoſe OF C 
mands of Men, they being lee his Word, 
that I cannot obey thoſe Laws, out of Co geb 
ence without betraying true Liberty of Conde 


and that ro require of me an abſolute 
Obedience to ſuch Commandments is to cel 
Liberty of Conſcience, and Reaſon allo. 
it be acknowledged, that ſeeing all Coul 
and Synods ſince the Apoſtles times may 
and many have Erred, the As of the gef 
Synod in Vier cannot be the Rule of my Ft 
or Obedience. # 
Wr have often blamed others for c/a:miſs 
the Plenitude of the Apcſtolical Aut berg. 0 


L 0 


tt 
I 


- 


't 1, Inpoſition of Subſcription, Go. 29 
im a Power of Legiſlation in the Church of 
it, is to claim an Authority vaſtly ſuperiour 
that of the inſpired Apoſtles. It is, therelore, 
laim which J can by no means grant to any 
inſpired Council, Synod, or Aflembly whatſo- 
er, 


Tuts is my firſt Argument againſt the Impo- 
on of Subſcription to the He (tminſler-Confeſſron 
Faith as a Term of Communion : which at 
cent convinceth my Conſcience, that I ought 
tro ſubmit to that Impoſition: If there be any 
lacy in it, I ſhall be glad to know where it 
ö 


To this Argument ſeveral Exceptions are 
ade; Firſt, It is ſaid that Societies have 
atural Right to make Laus and Conſtitutions 
ding their own Members. Secondly, Tis al- 


ged, that if a Power of impoſing or requiring 
maze TefZs of Divine Truths, 7. e. publick au- 
prized Standards of Orthodoxy, be denyed to 
Church, a Door is opened to all Munner of Errors 
| Hereſies. Third, ſome Texts of Scripture 
e been quoted, and improved to favour the 
wolition of Subſcription. Theſe I intend to 
Pier as Arguments for the other ſide of the 
Elon, Tis true, indeed, that they might 
properly be conſidered, as Exceptions to 
Argument which J have now ſtated. But if 
Would do this there would remain no Reaſons 
the Opinion againſt which I am arguing, to 
nlwered by me. And I am willing to give 
F bentlemen, from whom I differ, all the Ad- 
Pe which they can reaſonably deſire, by 
ſelenting their Cauſe as ſupported by ſome 
plauſible 
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deed, ſome Circumſt 


70 Reaſons agaiuſd the Part 
plauſible Arguments. However, if the Read 
deſires to ſee thoſe Pleas refuted, before he pi 
ceed to conſider my other Arguments, he mz 


immediately turn over to the fecond Part of th 
Treatiſe. 


Bur there is another Exception made to thi 
Argument, which I will now conſider, viz. thi 
the two Acts of the general Synod to which 
conſcientiouſly reſuſe Obedience, are not nei 
religious Laws binding the Subjects of Chiti 
but only prudent Rr OUIATIONs, by whic 
the Synod has taken care that the Laws of Chr 
ſhall be obeyed by thoſe within it's Bound 
particularly the Laws by which Chriſtians a 
obliged to be ſound in the Faith, and Miniſte 
apt_to teach : And that the Power of maki 
wiſe and good Regulations muſt at leaſt, | 
granted to the Governours of every Church, 


To this I reply, FIRST, that there are, 
ances concerning the We 
ip of G O and theMifcipline of the Churc 
common to human Actiq and Societies, Wie 
are to be ordered by the Egght of Nature a 
Chriſtian Prudence, according to the gene 
Rules of the Word of GOD: But theſe are on 
the natural and neceſſary Circumſtances of the 
religious Actions which Jefus Chriſt has col 
manded : And not new religions Actions wit 
ke has not required. Secondly, that «ſuch Regulal 
ons are, for the moſt part, to be made by pan 
cular Worſhipping Societies, and not by Col 
cils, or Synods. Thirdly, that ſeeing ſuch 

gulations relate to Circumſtances evidently inc 


ferent in their own Nature, univerſally _ 
edge 


rt 1, Inpoſition of Subſcription, Cc. 31 
eed to be ſuch, and in which no Religion is 
iced ; tis morally impoſſible that any Man 
ould conſcientiouſſy retuſe Submiſſion to them. 
id faurthih, that ſuch Regulations are not uſual- 
and, in my humble Opinion, ought ngt to be 
forced by the higheſt Penalties, which Chriſtian 
xieties are, by the. Goſpel-Charter warranted 
inflict upon thoſe who live in an open Viola- 


n of the plaineſt and moſt eſſential Laws of 
nd. 


As for Example, Chriſtians are by the Com- 
ndment of Chriſt obliged to aſſemble them- 
res together for the Worſhip of God : *Tis a 
rural and a neceflary Circumſtance of that 
flon, without which it cannot poſſibly be per- 
med, that the Time and Place of Meeting be 
reed upon: Theſe Circumſtances are, for the 
it part, regulated by particular Worſhipping 
Kieties, who beſt know what time and Place 
ll be convenient for them to aſſemble in: 
tele Circumſl ances are evidently indifferent in 
mſelves, are univerſally acknowledged to be 
„ and in them no Sanity or Religion is 
Ked, "ris therefore morally Impoſſible that any 
n ſhould conſcientiouſly refuſe Submiſſion to 
lations concerning them which the Society 
es expediert ; Nor are theſe Regulations 
Ully, neither, in my humble Opinion, ought 
to be, inforced by the higheſt Penalties 
ich Chriſtian Societies are by the Goſpel- 
aner warranted to inflict upon thoſe who 
* m an open Violation of the moſt plain and 
tial Laws of the Goſpel ; *ris true that if a 
u does not come at the time and to the Plage 
he publick Meeting of the Church, he can- 


ct 


32 Reaſons againſt the . .; ll 
not poſſibly then and there joyn with her in | 
Worſhip ot God, but he is not therefore exclud 
trom Communion when he comes. It might 
juſtly be ſaid that a Chriſtian Society whi 
worſhips God in the French or Dutch Tong 
puniſhes with Non-Communion all who don 
underitand thoſe Languages, as that the Peng 
of Excluſion from Communion is inflicted up 
a Man for not ſubmitting to thoſe Regulatig 


Bur will any Man ſay that the Synodical At 
which I refuſe to obey are ſuch Regulation 
Indeed, if it can be proved, that Subſcription 
the WeſtminsFer-Confeſſion of Faith is a natural 
neceſſary Circumſtance of Soundaeſs in the Faith, 
Aptneſs to teach; without which, it is inf 
for any private Chriſtian, or Miniſter to ob 
the Precepts of the Goſpel relating to tho 
Things ; I will readily own, that the Candl 
of which I ſpeak, may be reckoned among th 
Regulations which the Church may make. 5 
I cannot think that any Man will be ſo hardy 
to maintain this,; For it is certain, that there we 
ſound Chriſtians, and able Miniſters of the G 
pel long before that excellent Book was comP 
ſed: And that there are at this Day many (ol 
Chriſtians who have never heard of that Conte 
on, and many worthy Miniſters who have ne 
read it. Nay it is undenyable that there 4 
many very famous and flouriſhing Churches, 
which no Subſcripion, nor Aſſent to any p- 
lick authorized ſtandard of Orthodoxy is requit 
If it cannot be proved, that the Subſcription 
quired, is a natural and neceſſary Circumſtam 
a Duty which Cuxis Tr has commanded ; Wi 
ofit which that Duty cannot poſſibly be pern 


neu 
Con 
end 


pe 
lo 
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to me this appears uncapable of Proof, then 
nuſt be acknowledged, that the ſynodical Can- 
againſt which J argue, are properly net) re- 
w Laws fuperadded to the Laws of the Goſ- 
by human Authority; that by them the ge- 
| Synod in Uſer has attempted to make a 
r religious Duty, which GOD ever cbin- 
ded, nor fpake it, neither came it into his 
„ vis, Subſcription to the Miſtminſter-Cun- 
Faith as a Term of Commanion : And ancw 
which GO D has no where forbidden, 
the Refuſal of ſuch a Subſcrttion ; that they 
Laws inforced by the higheſt Penalties whictr 
ſtian Societies, as ſuch, are warranted by the 
pe- Charter ro inflit upon thoſe, who live 
n open Violation of the molt plain and ef- 
til Laws of the Goſpel ; That they ate 
s given by the Synod to the ſervants of a- 
kr Mafter, the Lord Jeſus Chrift, to whoſe 
Authority we are ſubject in religious Matters; 
that they are Laws ſo framed as to bind 
Confciences of Men ; for notwithſtanding 
flea of Conſcience, which many wiſe and 
Men make for not obeying them, They 
by thoſe Laws obliged either to obey con- 
to the Dictates of their own Conſciences, 
ſe to ſubmit to the grievous Penalties, by 


Ich thoſe Laws are inforced. 


frReE muſt be a wonderful Magick in 
nds, if by ſubſtituting the Name of Regula- 
n the Place of that of Laws, a proper Pow- 
a Legiſlation can be conferred upon thoſe, 
Mm Cunisr has not authorized to give 
to his Subjects; and if by the Change of 


ſord, Men may claim a Poyrer, ſeverely to 


F puniſh 
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puniſh their Fellow-Chriſtians for refuſing, 9 
ſcientiouſly, to obey their Injunctions in 
ligious Matters, while GOD alone is ackng 
ledged to be the Lord of Conſcience, and, ind 
Matters, to have lett it free from the Comm 
ments of Men. 


b. 
I would gladly know of the Gentlemen y 1 : 
uſe this Plea, whether if J=svs Cu © 
ſhould now by a Voice from Heaven command 
all Chriſtians, or all Miniſters ro ſubſcribe, . it 
give their Aſent to the Meſtminſter-Conſeſim Wi: 
Faith, as a Term of Communion, this would ti 
be confidered as a new religious Law publi 
ed by him ? It it would be conſidered I gal 
ſuch, I can ſee no Reaſon, why when Wh: e 
{ame thing is required by the Synod under eas 
Penalty of Non-communton, we are not toi (: 
ſider this Command as a new religious Law s, 
by the Synod. h ( 
tia 
I would gladly be informed by the Gen 0 
men on the other ſide of the 9 Whetik they 
if the Bench of Juſtices of the Peace A nc 
Quarter-ſefions ſhould: take upon them, i eto 
own Words, to abridge, or explain all the Wk th. 
of Parliament now in being, and to e () 
all the knotty Controverſies or Queſtions ft 
Law And ſhould command all his Majeli AD 
Subjects within their County, ſolemnly to ers, 
an Aſſent to all their Deciſions, and to H Ma 
no Man as a ſubject of KING GEORHM en 
who will not do the ſame thing, puniit n 
them, in caſe of Refuſal with the Loſs of Wr 01 


their Civil Rights and Priviledges. 162 
would gladly be informed, Whether ſuch Jul} 
| len. 


J. Inoſition of Subſcription, Cc. 35 
the Peace ſo acting, would not be found 
y of uſurping the Legiſlative Authority ? 
Whether they would be able to skreen them- 
es from the juſt Reſentment of the Legiſla- 
by ſaying, that they had made no new 
s binding the King's Subjects, but only 
new Regulations by which thoſe within 
County might be obliged, rightly to un- 
land and obey the Laws of the Land? I 
© it to every judicious Reader to make the 
lication of this to the Subject now under Con- 
ation, | 


0 
Id 
bli 

ed hall only add, that if we grant a Power 

e Officers of the Church to make for the 

ks of Chriſt new religious Laws, binding 

r Conſciences, under the Name of Regu- 
ons, for ſecuring the Obedience of the Laws 
b Chriſt has made, I do nor perceive how 
tins could prevent, their commanding any 
g which is not antecedently Uniawtul. 
they who pretend to the Power of mak- 
uch Regulations, will alſo pretend to a 
tto judge of their Fztneſs to be an Hedge 
t the Divine Laws, and of their ſubſerviency 
Obedience of them. 


> the Jews againſt whom our Saviour 
us, Mat. xv. from the 1/2. to the 9th. Verſe, 
ak. vii. from the 1/2. to the 14th. Verſe, 
armed with this wonderful Diſtin&ion, they 
have replyed to him, Theſe things, 
Obſervation of which You ſo much blame 
Leal, are not at all Culpable. We do not 
FE for Doctrines the Commandments of 
e We have only made ſome prudent Rey 
F 2 gulations 
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35 Reaſons againf? the 1 
** gulations, or adhered to them, they being 
** nerable for their Antiquity. Thole Regul 
ons are à good Hedge about the Law 
GO D, by which we have taken care, 
they be more ſtrictly obeyed. GOD in 
* Word has commanded us carefully to gun 
gainſt all ccremonial Defilements. He ha 
pointed Waſhings and Purifications in that (: 
We arc now in great Danger of ſuch! 
lution. A great number of Heathens live 
mongſt Us. In many Caſes to touch a | 
ſon ceremonially unclean, defileth. By ii 
ing Men to waſh their Hands when they d 
from the Market, c, we intend no ml 
than to preſerve them from all Unclem 
whether Ceremonial, or Moral. I ſhall 
beg leave to quote a Paſlage from Rabi h 
Ren Maimon recited by Leidekker in his Reſp 
Hebrezwrum p. 688. The Paſſage is in Mum 
his Book intitled Iid hazakah, in the Tre 
Mv where that ingenious Advocate fot 
Traditions ot the Elders ſays ; Theſe Th 
(Maßings) have a miſtical Signification. Ford 
2050 careſully endenvours to cleanſe himſelf (un 
nomal Defilements) is ritually cleai,. So he wb 
hours to purify his Soul from all Spiritual Poli 
that ist0 ſay, from all evil Thoughts and Vit, 
le purpoſeth to depart from all wicked Counſel 
brings his Mind to (be waſhed in) the Waters U 
dom and Virtue, is truly purified. And to 8 
poſc he applys, Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. where 
faith, then will 7 ſprinkle clean water upon Tot 
ye hall be clean : from all your Filthineſs ab 
all your Idols will T cleanſe u; A new Hei 
mill give Tor, &c. And he concludes | 
Frayer, may G OD F Lis infinite Mercy cen 


cc 
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art 1, Inpoſition of Subſcription, &c. 37 
un all Sins, Tranſgreſſions and Faults. To the 
me Purpoſe the learned Doctor Whithy, quotes 
hat Rabbi; ſec Mhitlj's Commentary on Mar. 


V, 


| would gladly know whether any of Us can 
link, that ſuch an Apology made by Jews for 
be religious Laws, which they have added to 
he Laws of GOP, would be {ſufficient to 
utify choſe Laws? If it would not be ſuffici- 
it in the Mouth of a ſcw, I would know 
ry we ſhould account it valid in the Mouth 
fa Chriſtian ? Eſpecially, ſeeing Jesus Cuarsr 
us made to Us 2 more full and clear Diſcovery 
the Mind of GOD, than was made to the 
lers : And ſince the material Lawfulneſs of 
he Things required (by the human religious 
Lis to which I conſcientiouſly refuſe Sub» 
miſſion) may be ſcrupled at, with far greater 
Reaſon, than the waſhing of Mens Hands before 
"Di Cups, of Pots, of braſen Veſſels, and 
Tables. | 


| hope, that the Reader will not imagine, 
lat 1 here reflect upon the general Synod, as 
they intended to ſurp the Legillatiye Aus 
Wority of IESsus CHRIS r. I verily believe, 
Nu they have no ſuch Deſign. I am perſuaded, 
tht they think, that they have received from 
sus Cunrisr a Power to require Sub- 
ſctiption to the Weſtminſter-Confe(ſion of | Faith, 
8. Term (at leaſt) of Miniſterial-Communion. 
it, for my part, I cannot perceive that Power 
| be granted to them by the Goſpel-Charter ; 
dad am of Opinion, that the Uſurpation of 
Wo 4ct to fix new Terms of Chriſtian or Mi- 
niſterial 


38 Reaſons againſt the Part | 
niſterial Communion, which Chriſt has not fixed 
and to give new religious Laws to Chriſtian 
which Chriſt has not enacted, is what the Gol 
pel has very plainly forbidden. And therefor 
the Claim of ſuch a Power is what I think n 
ſelf obliged to Oppoſe. | 


ORR RR RSG) RS 
SEcOND ARGUMENT. 


A ſecond Argument, by which my Judgment 
is, at preſent Convinced, That ir is my Duty 
not to ſubmit to the Eccleſiaſtical Canon by 
which Subſcription to the Meſtminſter-Confeſſun 
of Faith is made a neceſſary Term of: Minif 
terial Communion, is this ; I am perſuaded 
that the ſaid Canon 1s contrary to the Rights 
which Jeſus Chriſt has expreſly granted te 
his Subjects, and to ſome of the plaineſt, ani 
not the leaſt important Laws, which he has 
acted. 


I have already conſidered all religious Laws 
made by human Authority, as Encroachments 
upon the Royal Prerogative of King Jeſus 
T ſhall now conſider the particular religious Law! 
_ enacted by the Synod, which I confcientioul) 
refuſe to obey, as infringing the valuable Right 
of Chriſtians, and as repugnant to ſome of th 
plaineſt, and truly impoztant Laws of the Guſpth 


Firs r, that ſynodical Law appears to met 
infringe the Rights which our only. Lord has © 
preſly granted to private Chriſtians, to partic 


lar worſhiping Societies, to Miniſters 0000 
Go 


ins. Inpoſition of Subſcription , Tc. | 3 9 > 
oſpel, and to ſuch Candidates of the. Miniſtry 


ae well qualified for it according to the 
ws of the Goſpel. 5 


FixsT, Tis the eſſential and unalienable Right 

every Man and Chriſtian to Judge for himſelf . 
al Matters of Religion, and to profeſs and 
agreeably to the Conviction of his own 

aſcience. *Tis for this very End that GOD 
given to Men the Light of Conſcience and 
alon. Nay it is every Man's indiſpenſible 
ty to make uſe of this Right. If in the buſi- 
nens of Religion a Man may ſafely give. it up, and 
Jud determined by the judgmenc of others, can 
| bl blame Heathens, Mahometans, Jews or Papiſts 
Mu paying this Regard to the Judgment of thoſe 
lions, whom, they account Wiſe, and Vener- 
cede? And yet it is evident that S. Paul blames 

guts: Heathens at Rome for not glorifying him as 
d 00D, whoſe eternal Power and God! ead are clear- 
, ani: from the Creation of the World, and he 
as eres, that ſuch are without Excuſe; tho' 
re is no Reaſon to doubt but that their 
ius and Practices were agreeable to the 
L tres and Decifions of thoſe Men, to 
We Authority in religious Matters, they 
gut great Deference and Submiſſion to be 


Its alſo evident, that by the Laws of Chriſt, 
iltians are obliged to ſearch the Scriptures, John 
. to take heed to that ſure Word of. Prophecy, 2 
1. 19. And to judge for themſelves concern- 
te Senſe of the divine Oracles, 1 Cor. x. 15. 
L ſeeing that GO D has revealed his Word 
Fs for this very End that tt ſhould be.a Lighe 

| unto 
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unto ou, Feet, and a Lamp unto our Paths, Plal, cx 
105. Since the Entrance of his Wor ds giveth Lig 
and Understanding to the Simple, V. 130. Andi 
ing the Commandments of the Lord are capi 
to render us wiſer than our Teachers, and thay 
Ancients, Verſes 99, 100. *Tis evident that 
ought to love GO D's Law and to make it e 
Meditation all the Day: And we ought to ſo 
all our Notions concerning Religion accordi 
to what appears to Us to be the Mind of 60 
revealcd in the Scriptures. 


THrar it is the Right and Duty of er 
Chriſtian to examine all the Articles of Fi 
which are propoſed to him, and all the religic 
Laws which he is required to obey, and to jud 
for himſelf whether they procced —— GOD 
the ſtable Principle of the Reformation, v 
Which PROTESTANTISM muſt ſtand or 
'Tis a Principle which all the Defenders oft 
Proteſtant Cauſe have conſtantly aſſerted, ande 
dently demonſtrated againſt the Church of k 
which alone is bold enough openly to deny 
private Chriſtians the Right of examining 
judging for themſelves. 


lon, 
Idtins 


Bor to me it appears, that this Rig 
infringed by thoſe who would oblige e 
Man to think concerning every thing contal 
in the Weſtminer-Confeſſion of Faith, jul 
the Majority of that Aſſembly thought, 
generally ſpeaking, to expreſs his Thougit 
the very words of that Aſſembly, as alſo 
ſubmit to a Law excluding from Chu 
Communion all who dare not give Way te 
Impoſition. 


kor 
ch! 
Ng 
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To this it has been anſwered, that no Man's 
pht of private Judgment is infringed by the 
cleſtaſtical Canons of which I fpzak ; Becatiſe 
ry Man is informed that it is his Duty and 
midge to judge for himſelf and to profeſs 
la& agreably to his own Senfiments. But 
greater Afront be put upon reaſonable 
atures, than to tell them, © *Tis, indeed, your 
Miviledge and Duty to judge for your Selves, 
but you muſt allow us to oblige you to judge 
cucerning every Matter, juſt-as the Majority 
the Aſſembly at Weſtminſter has done? Tis 
jour indiſpenfible Duty, and indiſputable 
Right to differ both from us, and from that 
Aembly if you fee Cauſe, but if you dare to 
(it, we will inſlict upon you the ſevereſt 
Pliſhment which any Chriſtian Society, as 
ich, can inflict upon thoſe who live in the 
den Violation of the moſt effential Laws of 
tie Goſpel, i. e. we will, as far as in us lies, 
ut you off from Communion with the myſti- 
Body of Chriſt ? Thanks be to God the 
eral Synod has not impoſed the Meſtminſter- 
jo of Faith as a Term of Chriſtian Com- 
lion, but *tis undenyable that ſome are at- 
ting to do this. 


pur nevertheleſs the Synodical Laws, of 

ml ſpeak, are in my Opinion contrary to 
Rights which the King of the Chriſtian, / 
ch has granted to private Chriſtians, foras;_*.- 
2s by them, the Priviledges of particulat” 


Wing Societies ſeem to be infringed. 
nr it is the Right of every particular 


Epping Society to chuſe for their Paſtor any 
(3 Perſon. 


42 Reaſons agains? the Par 
Perſon devoted to the Work of the Minif 
and qualified for it according to the Lays 
the Goſpel, has been ſo univerſally acknowledg 
by Proteſtants of our Denomination, that II 
take 1t tor granted by the Parties concerned 
the preſent Debate. Now the Scriptural Qu 
fications of a Goſpel-Miniſter are theſe; that 
hold the faithful Word, be apt 10 teach, able by ſy 
Doctrine to convince the Gainſayers, and that bei 
a Man of Gravity and Prudence, and of an | 
unbleamable Life and Converſation. See 1 Ti 
„1. . 

Bur to me it is very evident, that 2 
may be indued with all thoſe Qualification 
a very eminent Degree; and yet differ from 
Majority of the WeSminſter-Afſonbly in id 
unefſential Points; or conſcientiouſly t# 
Obedience to an Eccleſiaſtical Canon reyes 
from Miniſterial Communion the wiſeſt and\ 
of Men, if they chance in any thing to di 
from the Majority of that Aſſembly, or toki 
ple at the Lawfulneſs of this Term of Comm 
on. Nothing could be more raſh and unchatl 
ble than to deny this. Whoever does this, 
affirm, that almoſt all our Brethren the Prot 
aut Diſſenters in England and in the Souti 
Ireland, almoſt all the Miniſters of the {et 
Eſtabliſned Proteſtant Churches in Europe at i» 
Day, and almoſt all the Miniſte Vof the Chril 
Church during the firſt and pureſt Ages of Cit 
tianity are or were unqualifyed for the Work 
the Miniſtry according to the Laws of! 
Goſpel : For it can eafily be proved, 
they, generally Speaking, have differed, 0 * 
differ in ſome uneſſential Point or other, fro | 
the Westminster-Confeſſion,; or have given (al | 


— 


1 Jnpofition of Subſcription, Cc. 43 
conclude, that tkey would not have ſubmitted 
the Impoſition of Subſcription to that Con- 
jon as a Term of Communion. It therefore, 
lows, that the Rights of particular Churches 
irvaded, it by an Eccleſiaſtical Candn they 
hindered to injoy the Benefit of the Labours 
ſuch Miniſters, who are well qualify'd for 
& Miniſtry according to the Laws of the Goſ- 


and whom by the Goſpel-Charter they are 
powered to chuſe. 


To this "tis anſwered, that there is no Wrong 
ne to particular Congregations by thoſe Syno- 
al Laws, becauſe they have conſented to them. 
tIreply, 1. that I do not conceive how any 
ed Societies can give up thoſe valuable Privi- 


_ are derived to them from the Word 
od. 


do not ſee, how ſacred Societies can bind 
emſelyes to a perpetual Submiſſion to an Eccle- 
tical Canon, which they may afterwards per- 
he to be unjuſt or inexpedient : And far leſs, 
they can oblige their PoSZerity {or ever to 
ubject eo ſuch a Canon. 


Nor do I know how it can be proved, 
every Preſbyterian Congregation within the 
nds of the General Synod, has conſented to 
e nodical Laws of which I am ſpeaking, I 
ot Opinion, that there has never been a 
"od in U!e7, at which were preſent a Mini- 
© and Elder from every Congregation within 
F Province ; and it is very ſtrange, if the Ma- 
ot the Repreſentatives of otherworſhipping 
MICS aflembled in a Synod, can give up the 
G 2 | eſſential 


— . —̃ — 
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eſſential Rights of thoſe ſacred Societies wil 
are not ſo much as repreſented in it. 


. Vortes are ſeldom wnanimon in a Syng 
And I ſee no Reaſon why particular Church 
are obliged ro depart from thoſe valuable Pri 
Jedges, which their own Repreſentatives in 
Synod endeavoured to ' preſerve, becauſe i 
Repreſentatives of their ſiſter- Churches thous 
fit to do this. | | | 


5. Nox do] clearly perceive, how the ( 
ſciences of Men can be reprefented : Nor how 
Sacred Society can receive a Form of Faith; 

new Terms of Communion, by Proxies. 


6, CovLD it be proved, that in every 
ticular WorſhippingSociety the Majority hadd 
iented to thoſe Laws, this would not, in! 
Opinion, be ſrfrciext to determine the Col 
ences of the Minority; efpecially ſeeing i 
there are few, if any, ſacred Societies in | 
Kingdom, 1n which the Majority are compet 
Judges of the juſtneſs of the Deciſion of e 
knotty Queſtion, decided in the H 
Confelſion, and ot the Neceſſity of excluding 
thoſe from Miniſterial Communion, who 
not ſubſcribe, atleaſt, to the Senſe of every ſh 
poſition contained in that Book, | 


AGain thole ſynodical Canons PP 
to me to be contrary to the Priviledges 
FESUS CHRIST has granted to the MINISTE 
ef the Goſpel. 1. It has been, very general% | 
Opinion of thoſe of our Denomination, Þ 


a Pcrion actually in the Miniſtry, has " 


- 
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as of the Goſpel, a Right to the Exerciſe 
his Miniſtry, where he has a regular In- 
ation from any Chriſtian Congregation. 
ow, let us ſuppoſe that a Miniſter kas been 
mnly Ordained 10 Holland, in England or 
the ſouth of Ireland, and that he has for 
e ſpace of twenty, thirty, or forty Years 
erciſed that ſacred Function with great 
cceſs and Reputation: And let us alſo 
poſe, that the Divine Providence makes 
his Duty to live in the North of Treland, 
that he recejves a regular Invitation to 
cept of the paſtoral Charge of a Congre- 
tion within the Province of Uſer. If ſuch 
| one has, by the Laws of the Goſpel, a 
hr to accept of that Invitation, *tis to 
e abundantly plain that his Rights are in- 
need by the Pacifick Act, by which he is ex- 
uded from the Miniſtry unleſs he will 
beribe the J//eSZminſter-Confeſſion of Faith, 
d ſubmit to a Law making that Subſcrip- 
n a neceſlary Term of NMiniſterial-Communi- 

' ; 
Tis the Priviledge of thoſe who are 
naly in the Miniſtry, that they may joyn 
4aining any Perſon to that ſacred Office 
om they fizd to be well qualified for it, 
W-orcing to the Laws of the Goſpel. And 
0 they ought ro lay hands ſuddenly on no 
ur, yer they ought not to reje& any Man, 
whole Ficneſs for that holy Function, they 
de ſufÞcient Proof. Becauſe the Harveſt ts 
dee, and the Tabourers few, tis our Duty, 
ell as ir was the Duty of the Apoſtles, 
od of the Harveſt, to ſeud forth 
ures ino vis Harveſt, (Mar. 237 30:) 
| We. 


— 


\ 


46 Reaſons againſt the Pan 
We find that our Saviour reproved his I 
ciples for forbidding one who wrought 
racles in Chriſt's Name, becauſe he followed 1 
with them, (Luke ix. 49, 50.) And that the] 
poſtle rejoyced in this, that Chriſt was pr 
ched at Rome, tho' by Perſons who preack 
out of Envy, Strife and Contention, ſuppoſing 
add Affiition to the Apoſtle's Bonds, (Phil 
 - 15,18.) From which Paſſages I conclul 
That Miniſters ought not to reje& thoſe, v 
are in an eminent Degree poſſeſſed of ene 
ſcriptural Qualification for the Miniſtry oft 
Goſpel, thoꝰ they are deſtitute of ſome canoii 
Qualification, which Men for plauſible Real 
may be fond of requiring. But this is wh 
they are obliged to do by the ſynodical Ly 
now under my Conſideration. I therefore thi 
thoſe Laws contrary to the Rights which Chr 
has granted to his Miniſters with Reſpect tot 
Ordaining of others. : 


LasrTLY, Thoſe Canons are, in my hum 
Opinion, an Infringement of the Rights of tl 
Candidates of the Miniſtry, who are qualified [ 
it, according to the Rules of the Goſpel, a 
muſt be rejected if they refuſe Submiſſion 
the religious Laws ſupperadded by the 9 
to the Laws of Chriſt. That a Man may 
well qualified for the Miniſtry according 
the Laws of Chriſt, and yet conſcientioully 
refuſe to ſubſcribe the 1eSZminfter-Confeſi 
Faith as a Term of Communion, is what, IU 
poſe, no man will venture to deny. Th 
frankly acknowledged by thoſe who have Wl 
ten beſt in Defence of Subſcription to "fi 
Confeſſion, See the celebrated Preface, Page © 
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NW: is be ſo, I cannot think it juſtifiable up- 

ay Pretence whatfoever to deprive our 

ow Chriſtians of thoſe valuable Rights 

ch our common Lord has granted to 
eu. 

pl 5 7 

Non do I ſee, if I may ſpeak my Thoughts 

ug Wkly, how, in the preſent Caſe, this can be 

il. Wc without ſome meaſureof PER SEC VU ION. 

dul ay a Man under very great temporal Hard- 

meerly for acting according to the Light 

is own Conſcience, appears to me to be Per- 

un. And I cannot but think it a very great 

dſhip, if a prudent, godly, and learned Gentle- 

, who has been at great Pains and Caſt to 

lify himfelf for the Work of the Miniſtry, 

be refuſed Admiſſion, and loſe his Cha- 

r, and Proſpe& of Uſefulneſs, and of 2 

fortable Subſiſtence, only becauſe he can- 

agree in Thought, and (for the moſt part 

Expreſſion with the Majority of the Weſt- 

Aſſembly, or ſcruples at ſubmiſſion to 

keclefialtical Law, making ſuch an Agree- 


8 Term of Communion to Chrifttans, or 
llters, | 


o this it is anſwered, that no Man has a 
to any Office in the Church, by the Laws 
ie Goſpel, until he be choſen, and therefore 
to Man is injur'd, if an Office is not con- 
kd on him. I reply, tis true, that no Man 
o produce an immediate Commiſſion from 
il: to bear any Office in the Chriſtian 
Ich, but it is nevertheleſs true, that every 
has a Right to qualify himſelf for the 
WF of a Scriptural Biſhop, modeſtly to deſire: 
15 
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it; and when choſen to be admitted on (cri 
ral Terms. And how any Man can be deprj 
of that Right, becauſe he conſcientiouſly ref 
Submiſſion to a religious Law ſuperadded tg 
Laws of the Goſpel, without ſome Degree 
Perſecution, is what I am not able to expla 


Jusr fo it is with Reſpe& to thoſe ( 
Offices which are conferred by the Pleaſure 
the Prince, or the Choice of the People; 
Man can be ſaid to have a natural Right to the 
And yet it has been evidently demonſtrated 
the moſt ſtrenuous Advocates for the gloti 
Cauſe of Liberty, and the Rights of Mank 
that a Man cannot, without fome Degree 
SEVERITY be declared uncapable of ſuch ( 
fices, meerly becauſe in the Buſineſs of Relig 
he profeſſes and acts agreably to the DiRates 
his own Conſcience, except he hold ſomeP 
ciple, which is inconſiſtent with the Safety 
the State, or deſtructive of the Rights of U 
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k echt 
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Ir is well known, that our Brethren | » 


Proteſtant Diſſenters in England and Ireland, h 
always complained of thoſe Laws as rigout0 
by which above two Thouſand faithful Mi 
ſters were ejected ſoon after the Reſtaurat'Y 
for refuſing to declare their unfeigned Aſſent | 
Conſent to all and every thing contained and preſeri 
by the Book of Common Prayer, 8c. and fot 
complying with the Subſcription required. 
ſhould the General Synod attempt to eject ( 
of their Congregations thoſe Miniſters who c 
ſcientiouſly refuſe to make Subſcription to 


Weftminſter-Confeſſion a Term of Co 
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2 banding their having for ſome Years la- 
i red in the Work of the Miniſtry with great 


fulneſs and Diligence, and with ſome mea- 
of Succeſs and Reputation, T could not 
cate ſuch a Procedure from the guilt of 
cntion, or grievous Severity. 


ox can T juſtify the requiring rigidly a Sub- 
on to this unſcriptural Term of Communi- 
tom Intrants into the Miniſtry. To me it 


* us exceeding hard, that, meerly for refuſing 
ne Complyance, a Man ſhall be puniſhed 


the loſs of his Reputation, Peace, Uſeful- 
aud Suſtenance. 


ree 
ers this, Men may be Perſecutors, tho? 
* are not able to do à great deal of Miſ- 


They may render themſelves guilty in the 
t of GOD, when they cannot hurt others. 
tis my Opinion that thoſe Men diſcover 
etlung like a perſecuting Spirit, who do all 
can to narrow the Terms of Communion + 
ch Chriſt has fixed in the Goſpel, and to mar 
Reputation, Comfort and Uſcfulneſs of thoſe 
d dare not ſubmit to any other Terms of 
umunjon. And tho? their Rigour be the EE. 
Foa well meant but miſguided Zeal (which 
ally believe to be the Cafe) yet I think they 
ld do well to reflect upon what Chriſt once 
to his Ye know not what manner of 
its je ave of. 


Turs is aTthiat I ſhall offer for illuſtrating 

ch Branch of my ſecond Argument, viz. 

! | luonfiency of the ſynodical Laws, which I 

"Untoufly refuſe ro obey, with the Rights 
H and . 
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and Priviledges, which Jzsus CHRIST! 
granted to lus Subjects. 


Tur ſecond Branch of the ſame general 
gument, is, That thoſe Canons, ought not | 
be obeyed, becauſe they are, as it appears | 
me, repugnant to ſome of the plaineſt, a 
very important Laws of the Goſpel. And 


FiRs r, If the Impoſitions of which I {pe 
are inc onſiſtent with the Rights which CHN 
granted to his Subjects, they certainly mul 
repugnant to the Laws of the Goſpel conceni 
our CHRISTIAN LIIBERTT. I believe ti 
none will deny, That one of the valuable In 
for which Chriſt died was to purchaſe Libery 
his Subjects. S. Paul tells us, (Col. ii. ! 
That he has Vlotted out the Hand-writing f 
dinances, that was againſt us, and contrary 10 
and that he has taken it out of the Way, null 
it to his Crofs ; And (Eph. ii. 15.) aboliſbed in 
Fleh the Law of Commandments contained it V 
dinances. The ſame Apoſtle requires Chriſti 
Gal. v. 1. to flaud faſt in the Liberty wherti 
Chri&# has made them free, and not to be intangi 
gain with the Yoke of Bondage. He warns u 
gainſt voluntary Humility in ſubmitting to the 
ligious Commandments and Decifions of Vt 
Col. 11. 18. And he tells us, That when for 
would have infringed the Liberty of Chriſii 
and brought them into Bondage, wiz. by if 
{ing new Terms of Communion he would ! 
give place by ſulijection, uo not for an Hour thit 
Truth of the Goſpel might remain with Us, Ga. 
4, 5. And he glories in this that he had with 
S. Peter to the Face, and openly reproved 0 
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complying with the Demands of thoſe Im- 
ers, Gal. ii. 11, 12, 13, 14. In this, his Ex- 
ple commands our Imitation. Every Chriſtian 
| readily own, that it is better to obey GO D 
n Man. In Obedience to this Divine Law, 
ink my ſelf obliged to refuſe Obedience to 
religious Laws made by Men, and to ad- 


of no other Terms of Communion, thanthoſe 
< Chriſt has eſtabliſhed. 


[ 


co Nr, all muſt acknowledge that it is 
Will of Chriſt, that his Church ſhould be 
; and that there ſnould be xo Rent in his 
cal Body. This Ux1rT ry of the Chriſtian 
ch our bleſſed Lord prayed for with great 
ency, frequently repeating the ſame Petition, 
John xvii. 11, 20, 21, 22. This Unity 
hpired Apoſtles have often injoyned, and 
nmended by the ſtrongeſt Arguments. See 
ir. 3, 4, 5, 6. Concerning the Peace and Unity 
de Chriſtian Church the ancient Prophets 
in the moſt pompous Terms. And we 
that the inſpired Apoſtles ſmartly reproved 
ans for that bitter Zeal and factious Tem- 
Which was then working, and which threat- 
de Church with inglorious and fatal Schiſms, 
In. ili. 14, 15, 16. 1 Cor. i. 11, 12, 13. 
il. 3, 4: 


WEVER the Word, HEREST be under- 
Uthis Day, and has generally been under- 
vo Eccleſiaſtical Writers, yet it is certain 
l the holy Scriptures it very often ſignifies 
Gal. e than $þiſm. Accordingly we find the 
ich Word (Arness) tranſlated Sect 
ved n H 2 ng 


52 Reaſons againſt the Pa 
noleſs than five times in the Book of Aks,y, 


XV. 5. XXIV, 5. xxvi. 5. xxviii. 22. And the 
ſtle Paul 1 Cor. xi. 19. Seems by this Ward 
underſtand a wicked and uncharitable Sch 
carryed the length of an open Rupture or Br 
of Communion. Having ſaid in the 18h. N 
T hear that there are Diviſions (Schiſms) an 
You : And I partly believe it, he adds in the 11 
Verſe for there muſt alſo be Hereſies aman 
intimating, as is probable, that that Pride, ł 


and Factions Spirit, which had already ding ir 
the Corinthians in their Affections, for ti 
what (Verſe 18.) the Apoſtle calls Diviigh :: 
would in time produce ſeparate Sg Ts or i " 
RESIES among them. The ſame Apoſtle . 
ſcems, by thoſe Hereſies of which he ii *! 
as Works of the Fleſh, excluding Men fron 7 
Kingdom of GOD, Gal. v. 20. To Nt 
wicked and uncharitable Schiſms, for he MM fi 
them with Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Mee. 
Strife, Seditions, Envyings, And it is prod 
that the Hereticks, whom S. Paul commu me 
Titus, after the firſt and ſecond Admonito #1! 
reject, were ſuch as from a Principle 0 the 
Glory, wickedly promoted Schiſms ; pe de 
ing to oblige Chriſtians to agree ro then * 
ciſions of thoſe Queſtions, which were 10 <0: 
unprofitable and vain. See Tit. iii. 9, 10. hay 
true, indeed, 2 Peter ii. 1. We lcarn, that! 
wicked Schiſms are ſometimes accompanied 
damnable Errors, and perhaps in that Te u 
impious Doctrines which were to be tag oon 


be meant by the Word, Herefier. 


Now I am perſwaded, that to impo' 
long Co ſfeſſions of Faith, which deſcen 
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eat number of uneſſential, curious, and diſpu- 
e table Points, as the neceſſary Terms of Church- 
n Communion, muſt create Schiſms, or Hereſies 
Sch (in a Senſe of the Word which is not altogether 
BW unſcriprural ) among Chriſtians ; and therefore 
 VlWthac ſuch Impoſitions are repugnant to tha Laws 
ot Chriſt concerning the Unity of the Chr 4ar- 
ne Church. 
Ong | | | 
le, | Wailt the Human Underſtanding continues 
din inperfect, which will be till the End of the 
ond, an exact Agreement of Opinions, if Men 
une ſincere in their Searches after Truth, can ne- 
rer take Place. There were Queſtions and Diſ- 
ie BY Ning among the Diſciples of our Lord, while 
e (oof their Maſter was yet with them. And after the 
fron plentiful Eftufion of the holy Ghoſt upon them, 
"0 a tho they were rendered Infallible in their Doc- 
he wine, yer they frequently differed touching Mat- 
„Mes ot Expediency. In almoſt all the Churches 
paß ich they planted there was a Diverſity of Senti- 
no ments and Practices, as is evident from the ſeve- 
nit e Apoſtolical Epiſtles to thoſe Churches. In 
e of WM fs Ages which immediately followed that of 
pre de Apoſtles, We can hardly find two of the 
their Fathers who were exactly of the ſame Mind 
e (oF concerning all things. Differences in Judgment 
10, bare continued among Chriſtians in every other 
that Age. And at this Day fincere and good Pro- 
aid deltants, true Members of the Chr iſtian Church, 
Tei ud Heirs of Heaven are of different Opinions 
aug concerning ſome leſſer Matters. 


Patt 


AxD we have no Reaſon to expe& that it 
po wil ever be otherwiſe, If we confider the 


* 


cen Piftcrence which there is in the Temperament 
of 
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of Mens Bodies, in the Diſpoſitions of they 
Minds, and in the Advantages of Genius and Ed 
cation which they enjoy; if we conſider ah 
the vaſt Variety of the nice and ſubtil Queſtia 
which are debated among Proteſtants, we wil 
find R2aſon ro conclude, that it is morally 
Imp dle for any two impartial Inquirers afte 
Truch, to be exactly of the ſame Mind concem 
ing all Things. 


*T is, therefore, in my humble Opinion, 
manifeſt, that that Unity of the Myſtical Body of 
Chriſt, which by his Death on the Croſs he in 
tended to promote (Eph. ii. 15, 16.) and which 
he has commanded Chriſtians to maintain cu 
never take Place, while a rigid impoſing Spit 
prevails ; and while an exact Agreement of Senti 
ments in a very great Number of uneſſential and 
diſputable Queſtions, is inſiſted on as the nece 
{ary Condition of Chriſtian Uzity. 


Ou Saviour tells ns, Mat. xii. 25. that even 
Kingdom divided againg it ſelf, is brought to Deſol 
tion, and that every City and Houſe divided againſt 
felf, ſhall not Hand. A lamentable Proof of this 
Truth we have in the Fate of the once famous 
and flouriſhing Churches of France, Bohemia 
Hungary, Tranſilvania, Poland, Lithuania, Piedmmmt, 
and the upper and lower Palatinates ; of which 
ſome have been deſtroyed Root and Branch, and 
the poor Remains of others of them groan undel 
cruel Oppreſſions. To which the uncharitabie 
Diviſions among Proteſtants, have contributed 
very much by their natural Tendency, and b 
expoſing us to the Wrath and righteous judg- 


ment of God. Had Proteſtants continued 1 
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united in one Body, according to the Com- 
undment of Chriſt, notwithſtanding their dif- 
ent Opinions. concerning lefler Matters, tis 
obable that the Roman Antichriſt would ere 
pw have been overthrown. Burt it has happen- 
to the Armies of the Lord as it did to the 
my of the Philiſtins, 1 Sam. xiv. 20. every Man's 
und has been turned againſt his Fellow. = 


And we are like to continue to bite and devour 
aut er, till we be conſumed one of another; and 
e Kingdom of Chriſt is like to remain as a 
nedom divided againſt it ſelf, unleſs Chriſti- 
can be perſuaded to make Holineſs, and fer- 
it Charity, and an Agreement in the great 


85 ati2ls of Religion, (which are ſo clearly re- 
* ed in the holy Scriptures, that it is impoſ- 


e for good and wiſe Men, honeſt and ſincere 
liians; who make the Bible the only Rule of 
it Faith to differ about them) the Center of 
it Unity. As ſoon as this is done, the Peace 


12 Lriſt's Kingdom will be eſtabliſned upon ſure 
wh alting Foundations. Tho' I am bound by 
ses of Chriſt to maintain Unity and 
nous union with all good Chriſtians; yet it is 
mia, let, that if any Man will require of me, as 
nem of it, that I profeſs my ſelf to believe 
„ich Poſition, which I judge to be falſe, or 
and eming the Truth of which I doubt ( how 
unde ſoever the Error may be) or if he will 
table me to do, what I judge to be unlawful, 
buted paceming the Lawfulneſs of which I am 
1 %; 's evident that ſuch an one breaks 
Jud mnon with me, and effetually excludes 


tor we muſt not do evil that good may come, 
is the Favour of God, that we may in- 
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joy Charity and Communion with Men 


'T 1s but a poor Evaſion, to ſay, that th 
Imperfection ot the Human Underſtanding i 
the Effect of original Sin; and that tho we 
have loſt our Powers to judge rightly concerning 
every Matter, yet GOD has not loſt his Right 
to require this, and, conſequently, that we ſhould 
agree in our Sentiments concerning all Things 
For the Laws concerning the Unity of the Chi 
tian Church were given to thofe whoſe Faculti 
were impaired by Sin, and whe actually differ 
ed in their Sentiments concerning leſſer Matte 
Such are commanded by the Goſpel to live i 
Communion one with another, and to continut 
firmly united in one Body. I dare not therefor 
obey an Eccleſiaſtical Law commanding ſuch 
rej ect and exclude one another, if they chancet 
differ concerning any Point in which the My 
rity of the Aſſembly at 1eſtminser have git 
their Opinion. Chriſt having aſſured us that 
is his Deſign that there ſhall be ove Fold andl 
Shepherd, John x. 16. And that G O D will co 
mand the Blefling upon thoſe Brethren, who d 
together in UN IT, Pſal. cxxxiii. 


Thirdly, Chriſtians are bound by the Laws 
the Goſpel to act according to the golden h 
of EQUITY; which is, that what ſoe der 
would have Men to do to Us, we ſhould do even 
:!em ; and conſequently that we ſhould do 
thing to others, which, in the like Circumſiat 
we would account unjuſt, or unkind if do | 
them to Us. Now if we cannot think cn | 
ig every knotty Controverſy as our Precht 
who differ from us, why ſhonld we be 28!) F 
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confeſs their Faith (for the moſt Part) in 
very Words of that Aſſembly, and except: 
will obey a Synodical Canon, by which { 
an Agreement with the Majority of that 
ſembly is made a neceſſary Term of Comm 
on. Is this Chriſtian Forbearance ? I am! 
that it is not thus, that God forbears 
He knows that we all are full of Ignorance 
Miſtakes, and did he for every ſlight involun 
Error reject Men from Communion with h 
tis evident, that none of us could poſſibly 
ſaved; And it is after the Example of God! 
we arc commanded to forbear our Brethren, 


 Frerary, I muſt own it, that I know 
how to reconcile thoſe Synodical Laws with 
Laws of the Goſpel concerning M O DES 
and HUMILITY. The Apoſtle Pau 
quires us, Rom. xii. 3. not to think more high) 
our ſelves than we ought, but to think ſoberly. ! 
he tells, 1 Cor. viii. 2. that if any Man thi 
he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet 6 
ought to kaow. Now it is certain thas we 
all fallible, and I do not think it very co 
ent with that Sobriety and Humbleneſ of M 
which becomes us, to ſay, that we will f 
from Communion, all thoſe who do not 48 
with us in believing the Truth of above at 
ſand Propoſitions, in many of which, the." 
difficult Controverſies of School-Divinit) 
determined. It would, in my Opinion, g 
Damp to the Spirits of thoſe, who inſiſt 'f 
ſo exorbitant a Demand; if they would 4 
this Reflection, Perhaps after all the Inqu 
* we have made, we ſhall find, that We 


E miſtaken in ſome one or more of thoſe £— 
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tons, to which we would oblige out fellow * 
kriſtians to declare their Aſſent, under the 
enalry of Non-Communion. How ſhall we 
wer in the great Day of Accounts, if we 
all then be found to have broken the Unity 
{the Church of Chriſt and to have violared 
me of the plaineſt and ( thoſe very impor- 
it) Laws of the Goſpel, meerly becauſe 


ur Brethren could not agree with us in ſome 
t our Miſtakes ? . 


IXTHLY, The Law of Chriſtian LOVE 

e great and ROYAL LAW of the Goſ- 

the NEW COMMANDMENT, 

our Lord has inculcated with the great 

mth, and moſt powerfully inforced by his 

| Example ; the Obedience of this Law he 
Gedared to be the diftinguiſhing Character of 
Viciples, Joh. xiii. 34, 35. And the Apoſile 

dures us, that Charity is greater than Faith 
Hope, 1 Cor. xiii. Whereas Faith ſhall end 

on, and Hope ſhall be loſt in the Fruiti- 

hat Happineſs, which we now wait for. 

of MM” 4bideth for ever; and ſhall be the Glory 
in ee Saints in Heaven, as well as their Orna- 
bon Earth. The ſame Apoſtle declares, 
without Charity, The Knowledge of all 

Cs, the ſtrongeſt Faith, the moſt miracu- 
ndowments, the greateſt Magnanimity, 

the eiving of our Bodies to be burned for 

Ke of Truth, will avail us nothing, 1 Cor. 
rs. In like manner the Apoſtle John 
US, that it is impoſſible for us to lore 
rwe love not the Children of God, Every 
as he, that loveth him that begat, loveth him 


We 

e Pc 

© (x10 watt; begotten of him, 1 Joh. v. 1, He ſhews 
us, 
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us, that God is Love, and that he who duell 
Love, dwelleth in God, and God in him, 1 oh, 
16. And in the 7th and 8th Verſes of the {; 
Chapter, he ſays, Beloved, let us love one ani! 
For Love is of God; and every one that love 
horn of God, and knoweth God. He that loves 
knoweth not Cad, for God is Love. Intimatin 
us, that it is impoſſible to be truely acquai 
with the Genius of the Chriſtian Religion, 
even to underſtand and believe aright the 
Principles of it relating to the Goodneſs 
Love of God, and yer to continue void of 
vent extenſive Charity to our Brethren, 4 
there be any thing eſſential in that hew 

Religion which the Son of God taught, 
doubtedly Love to our Fellow-Chriſtians | 
be conſidered as ſuch. 4H 


Now I am afraid, that the Impoſition! 
which I conſcientiouſly refuſe Submiſſion 
proceed from a very culpable Defef of Ch 
and are in ſome meaſure repugnant to the 
Law of Chriſtian Love. 


FixsrT, Iam afraid, that thoſe Impoſitio 
proceed from a very culpable Deſect of C 
That Charity which the Goſpel requires, 
puffed up, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh Wl 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hope 
things, 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5, 7. And were the 
of Chriſtians filled with that divine Ori 
can hardly think, that they would be fo 
ſaying, © we will not account thoſe to% 
«Chriſtians, or we will not receive to Un 
© or Miniſterial Communion thoſe, Wi 


not agree in every Opinion with the 
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ty of the Aſſembly at Veſtminſter, who will 
© not. confels their Faith (for the moſt Part) 
in the very Words of that Aſſembly, or who 
dare not ſubmit to an Ecclefiaſtical Canon 
' excommunicating ( 1. e. excluding from Chriſti- 
n or Miniſterial Communion ) all, who con- 
' ſcientiouſly ſcruple at ether Terms of Com- 
munion than thoſe which Chriſt has eſtabliſh- 
„ed; but we will boldly reje& all ſuch, tho' 
the Image of God and Chriſt be never ſo 
* conſpicuous in them, and tho” they give all 
the other Proofs that can reaſonably be deſir- 
"ed of a ſincere Repentance, of a lively Faith, 
* of a firm Hope, of Humility, Meekneſs, 
f Patience and ſelf-Denyal, and of an ardent 
* Loye go God and to their Neighbours, Ir 
was a celebrated Saying of Bucer, and an evi- 
dent Proof of his charitable Spirit, J vill receive 
ain whom I ſee any thing of Chris#. 


SECONDL Y, I am perſuaded, that thoſe Im- 
politions are in ſome meaſure repugnant to the 
royal Law of Chriſtian Love. By this Law, all 
who take the Bible for the only Rule of their 
futh and religious Practice, who make a credible 
rofeſſion of believing, as they are able to per- 


Jceire it, the Doctrine contained in the holy 


Xriptures, and of governing their Lives accor- 
ang to the Precepts and Example of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, are bound to conſider one another, 
as the Diſciples of the ſame Maſter, as the ſer- 
lants of the ſame Lord, as the Children of the 


| lame heavenly Father, as the Heirs of the ſame 


ternal Kingdom, as partakers of the like Di- 
ine Nature, and of the ſame precious Faith, 
and as Members of one myſtical Body of Chriſt: 

And 


fin of LDucharitableneſi, refuſe the Tokens of ol 


Goſpel, if they require no other Terms 9 
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And to teſtify, that they thus regard one: 
nother, by maintaining an holy Communion ong 
with another, in every Act of inſtituted religious 
Worſhip as G OD giveth. Opportunities. From 
which Charity and Communion none can be ex 
cluded, according to the Laws of Chriſt, wht 
make ſuch a Profeſſion, as I have deſcribed, u 
leſs they can be proved guilty of Hereſy, or dan 
nable Error, or of thoſe Crimes which the Gol 
pel declares to exclude Men from the Kingdom 
of Heaven. And to qualify a Perſon for Mani 
terial Communion, beſides ſuch a Profeſſion : 
I have deſcribed, I do not find that the Goſpe 
requires any thing more, only a Superior Degtet 
of Prudence, Gravity and Helineſs, and a 
Aptneſs to teach the Chriſtian Do&rine. 

*T 1s true, indeed, that if any ſuch, as l 
have deſcribed, do require of us, as a Term d 
Communion, what we judge to. be Sinful, 0 
what we are donbtfal of, whether it be Law 
ful, or no, they exclude us effectually from Com- 
munion with them; and are accountable 0 
G OD for their Conduct. But ] do not concetns, 
how we can, without being guilty of Uncharitab 
neſs, judge thoſe (who, according to the Rules 
of the Goſpel, are well qualified for Miniſter 
al or Chriſtian Communion) to be no Minikter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, no members of his Myſtic 
Body: Nor do I ſee, how we can, without the 


Chriſtian Charity, particularly our Communion, 
to thoſe whom we believe to be true Members 
of the Body of Chriſt, and true Miniſters of 1" 


Communion than Chriſt has required. T pry 
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le Paul, Rom. xiv. 3, 4. gives us to know, that 
e Wi; 2 fin to judge the ſervants of another Lord, 
d that it is our Duty to receive all, whom 
0D hath received. 


Sous whimſical Diftinfions of Charity into ne- 
tive and pofitive, and of Communion, into mental 
d external, have, indeed, been propoſed to 
wſe us; but I freely own, that I cannot com- 
chend what is meant by them when applyed 
the preſent Caſe ; unleſs negative Charity ſig- 
ies the want of Charity for thoſe, againſt whom 
| negatively Charitable Perſons muſt acknow- 
be, that they have no Cauſe of Accuſation ; 
jd unleſs by mental Communion is underſtood; 
e Breach of Communion with thoſe Perſons, 
hom ſuch mental Communicants are in their 
n Conſciences obliged to conſider as true 
embers of the Church of Chriſt, and as in- 
kd to the Favour of GO D, and the hope 
ternal Life, to whom nevertheleſs they re- 
re to refuſe their Chriſtian Charity and Com- 
22 


acaix thoſe Impoſitions dre; in my humble 
Amon, in ſome meaſure repugnant to the royal 
of Chriſtian Love. Charity covers a multi- 
& of Sins, x Peter iv. 8. And conſequently is 
from exagerating the Faults, or Failures of 
Ks, Now, tho I. ſhould grant, what L 
Unot believe, that it is really a Fault not 
atce with the Majority of the Aſſembly at 
[miner in Thought and Expreſſion; and that 
8 Weakireſs to doubt of the Lawfulneſs of mak- 
| their Confeſim a Term of Communion to 
Ukians, or Miniſters ; vet to me it ſeems 
| exceeding 
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exceeding uncharitable, to puniſh this Fault, t 
Weakneſs, as if it were a Crime pf the deere 


Dye: 


A Chriſtian Society, as ſuch, cannot po 
bly puniſh the moſt horrid Impiety with great 
ſeverity than by caſting the guilty Perſon out 
Communion. And is it not very rigorous 2 
uncharitable to puniſh with equa! Severity 
very minute Difference from the ſentiments oft 
Feſtminſter-Afſembly, even tho' ſuch a Difteret 
ſhould be deemed in ſome meaſure Culpabe 
Is it not cruel, to puniſh, as ſeverely as if it w 
the moſt dreadtul Wickedneſs, a ſcruple of C 
ſcience, concerning the Lawfulneſs of making 
Agreement to the Deciſions of that Afﬀembly 
Term of Communion to Miniſters or Chriſta 
even thoꝰ ſuch a ſcruple were deemed to be We 
and Groundleſs? Is this to be merciful, as « 
heavenly Father is merciful ? 


Ir was certainly as Culpable to differ from! 
inſpired Apoſtle St. Paul in a practical Fol 
as it is to differ from the Majority of! 
Aſſembly at I//eſtminſter, in ſome metaphyli 
Speculation: And yet that bleſſed Apoſtle ud 
not puniſh thoſe, who differ'd from him in ſo 
particular Points of conſiderable Import?" 
with an Exclufion from Communion, wh 
knew thoſe Points not to be eſſential, 7 
different Apprehenſions about them to be © 
ſiſtent with the Life and Power of Godlit 
and to me it appears very uncharitable Wi 
puniſh with Excluſion from Communion 710 | 
who differ from us concerning leſs 1mpo" 
Matters, about which we our ſelres ! 
poſſibly be miſtaken, 
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do not here charge the general Synod, and 
e who would inforce the Eccleſiaſtical Ca- 
of which I ſpeak, with a Defign to er- 
ch on the Rights and Priviledges which Jeſus 
nit has granted to his Subjects, or to enact 
vious Laws which they judge to be repugnant 
ie Laws of the Goſpel. I charitably believe, 
t they require nothing but what they think 
be very conſiſtent with the valuable Rights 
[Liberties of Chriſttans, and with the Laws 
ich Chriſt has given concerning the Unity of 
Church, and that Equity, Forbearance and 
ty, which his Diſciples ought to exerciſe 
ards one another. But I have with Freedom, 
hope, without Offence, delivered the 


dons why I differ from them concerning this 
ter. 


Lis therefore abundantly plain, that I do not 
ure my Reverend Fathers and Brethren with 
lion againſt, or a ſtated Oppoſition to, the 
Pon Laws of the Goſpel. Were this the Caſe, 
of aud not ſue for Communion with them. 
phy ov it to be very poſſible, nay very Com- 
e wo" or ſincere and good Chriſtians to mifZake 
in 1008" Reſpect to the Extent and Meaning of the 
ot ot the Goſpel ; were it not ſo, I doubt 
ben ber a true Chriſtian could at this Day be 
al, in the World: And I find the Apoſtle 
be c Rom. xiv. recommending Chriſtian Love 
odliv Communion with reſpect to Perſons; who, 
able Nen Miſtake, endeavoured to abridge the 
n tee) wherewich Chriſt has made us Free, 
apo © who through Miſtake, trefpaſſed againſt 
Ss ey Laws, which I have mentioned. ; 
K | Tus 
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Tux Arguments which I have now uſed 
gainſt ſynodical Impoſitions, have frequen 
been uſed againſt the Impoſitions of the I 
bliſned Church by the beſt Advocates for N 
conformity. And yet if any of them hare; 
counted our Brethren of the Eſtabliſhment to 
Rebels againſt GOD, becauſe they requir 
Subſcription to the XXXIX. Articles, and 
Aſſent and Conſent to the Liturgy, Ceremoii 
Oc, as a Term of Miniſterial Communion, 
would abhor ſo unjuſt and uncharitable a Cent 
I do believe them to be Partakers of thel 
precious Faith with Us. And I would not d 
to refuſe Communion to any good Man why 
2 Member of the Eſtabliſhed Church, tho 
ſhould judge her Impoſitions to be juſtify 
nor would I ſeparate from the Communion 
that Church, if I could be received withoutal 
miſſion to unſcriptural Terms of Commun 
Juſt ſo, I think the ſynodical Canons, by wil 
Subſcription to the Mſtminſter-Confeſſion is ted 
red as a Term of Miniſterial-Communion, 
bad and unjuſtifiable; bur yet I think it my D 
to ſue for, and cultivate Peace, Charity and ( 
munion with the Reverend Synod ; unleſs If 
be caſt out of Communion by them for 
ſing ſubmiſſion to thoſe ſynodical Canons 


Trind ARGUMENT. 


A. third Argument, which, at preſent, cn 
ces my Judgment, that the ſynodical Cat 
of which I ſpeak are very bad ones, and ful 
I ought not to ſubmit to, is this ; 1t app 
me, that there are ſome important Laws of G 
which Men are TEM P T 


E D by this Me 
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Par 
ie) Wd violate ; tho' I do not ſay, That the Eccleſi- 
Juen cal, and the divine Laws, which I have now 


View, are directly repugnant the one to the 
her, 6 


e U 
r N 
ave 
C 0 
Quit 
and 
>Mol 


AxD, Firſt, I will for Argument's ſake grant 
hat I do not believe, viz. That thoſe Eccleſi- 
tical Canons are not directly repugnant to the 
jal Law of Charity. But I ſay, That tho” 
s were allowed, there would ſtill in my 


000 mble Opinion be reaſon to object againſt 
the lee Canons, that, at leaſt, by them, Men 
10t d e ſtrongly tempted to violate the Law of 
uh e, and the Revival of fervent exten- 
tho e Charity among Chriſtians is greatly ob- 
tifyad Ged. 


mion 5 i 
tal Tnar this excellent and neceſſary Grace is, 
ma bis Day, under a very lamentable Decay in 
1 of the. Proteſtant Churches cannot be de- 


ed: And that we our ſelves are fallen from 


1s re / a . 
t firſt Love is alas! too evident. It will 


ny b ily be granted that it is the indiſpenſible 
nd Ca"! of all good Chriſtians to contribute their 
elf eavours to revive brotherly Love. Now, I 
cor rf perſuaded that nothing obſtructs this, ſa 


Ch as a arrow impofing Spirit; for, while this 
nt prevails, it is to be feared that KEEN 
ESENTMENT S will abound on the 
NE hand, and UNCHARITABLE 
LALOUSIES on the OTHER. 


ons 


Wl would by no Means juſtify too much Keennefs 
Reſentment in thoſe who think, that the Rights 
their Conſciences are trampled upon by their 
Wren, and themſelves unjuſtly excluded from 

K 2 Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian or Miniſterial Communion, for differing 
from the publick authorized Forms of Ort 
doxy.in thoſe Points concerning which ſince 
Chriſt;:.s, good and wiſe Men may differ, 9 
for refuſing to ſubmit to a Law, making a 
Agreement of Sentiments concerning 2 yen 
eat Number of ſuch Points the Condition w 
on which, the Injoyment of thoſe Priviledgę 
which King Jesv s has granted to his Subjz& 
hall be ſuſpended: I know, that it is the Du 
of thoſe who find themſelves ill-treated up 
thoſe Accounts, to exerciſe towards their In 
thren, who uſe them ill, and caſt them out, th 
Forgivenels, Long-ſuffering and Patience, wit 
the Goſpel recommends. But conſidering of 
Imperiection in this Life, *tis hardly to 
expected, that ſuch Uſage will not fir 
ſome Grudgings and Reſentments in the H 


of Nen. 


O x the cher Hand, I apprehend, that whi 
Chriſtians are incouraged to inſiſt upon ſo nl 
row Terms of Communion ; ſecret Surmiſes a 
uncharitable Jealouſtes will very much about 
Every one who has imparitally conſidered M 
ters will readily own, That it is no caly thit 
to be fully convinced of the Truth of crery 
poſition contained in the IWeſtminer- Conf 
and that it is {till more difficult to be thro! 
ly perſuaded, that A LL the Propoſitions < 
tained in that Book are of great enov$".7 
pottance, to be mad. Terms of Comm 
to Miniſters or Chriſtians. And they whong 
been at very great Pains before they c01% J 
termine their own Jwlements concerning 
Poin:s, will be apt to ſuſpe& others to be n 


A tit 
term 


* 
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ern nined abour them: And they will eaſily be- 
ene jealous of their Brethren as fond of break» 
nee down thoſe Incloſures, which they have 
t, . and for whica they are reſolved to con- 
9 a d. | 
ve 
n ENTER CE confirms this Obſervation. 
age the Days of our Fathers, and until the Year 
e. when Subſcription to the T//ſtminſter- 
Den of Faith was firſt required, by a ſy- 
dical Law, as a Term of Communion ; 
ile no mention was made of that Book at 
e C:4:n2ton of Miniſters, (which often was 
e cale as has been proved to the late vener- 
e Synod at Dungannon by the Teſtimony of 
o Aged and Reverend Members) or when 
ention was made of that Book upon _ thoſe 
ccaſions, in ſuch a manner as could not 
ar hard upon the Conſcience of the. Perſon 
be ordained, I ſay, while Matters con- 
wed in this Poſture, Chriſtian Charity did 
day flouriſh in this Church. But ſoon after 
emaking of a ſynodical Canon, by which, the 
Vdatners were obliged to reject from Miniſte- 
Communion the wiſeſt and holieſt Man upon 
tn, except he will by Subſcription teſtify his 
geement to all the Deciſions of the Majority of 
e Aſſembly at Weſtminſter, and can with a 
mlcience ſubmit to an Eccleſiaſtical Law, by 
fach this Term of Communion is added to 
e which Chriſt has eſtabliſhed in his Church; 
101 , that /n after this Step was taken, 
ber Grudgings on the one Hand, and Jea- 


N Me \ 
0U 3 on the other, began ro work amongſt 
. | h 
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Ax Geneva a great while after the Reforg 
tion a Miſguided Zeal for Orthodoxy did | 
troduce Subſcription to the celebrated Hmm 
Conſenſus, which was impoſed as a Term 
Miniſterial Communion, for a good many Year 
during which time brotherly Love was unde 
very ſenſible Decay in that Church. Bur int 
Year 1706 an End was put to that unſcripty 
Impoſition by the Authority of the Council 
TWO HUNDRED, at the Requelt of t 
Miniſters and Profeſſors of the. Church x 
Academy there. And ſince that time Lis 
and Love, Peace and Truth, and every thi 
that is indiſputably good and praiſe worth 
have remarkably revived, and flouriſhed inth 
Place. 


 *T1s known to the World what a dreadl 
Flame the Impoſition of Subſcription to the lat 
Book has raiſed in the Canton of Bern, wit 
that Impoſition is continugd, and in the other I 
teſtant or mixed Cantons, where Attempts ht 
lately been made to introduce that Subſcriptio 
and I am perſuaded, that his moſt excelie 
Majeſty King GEORGE (whom may! 
pleaſe our gracious G O long to preſerve W 
promoting the Good of Mankind, and the Fe 
and ſafety of the Proteſtant Church, ) the R 
of PRUSSIA, and the whole Evangeli 
Body in the DIE T at Ratisbone, have rec0 
mended the only efſectual Method of extinguiſn 
that Fire, and af reviving Charity in the 
Churches, viz. The aboliſhing of that Impofſtioi. 


I muſt here beg Leave to aſſure the Wo 
that J have always found Charity to * 


Renſont againſt the Patt 
It is certainly the Will of Chriſt, that all 
Ditciples (eſpecially thoſe of them who ar! 
be Teachers and Guides to others) ſhould ſex 
the Scriptures wich honeſt and upright Han 
z. e. with fincere. Intentions and Deſires 3d 
cover the Mind of G O D that they may |"; 
and act accordingly. This is what our Sade 
calls the fgle Eye which fills the whole Bo 
with Light, Lule xi. 34. To this Diſpoſition! 
hath promiſed a ſufficient Meaſure of favit 
Knowledge, when he ſays, John vii. 17. If 
Man will do God's Will, he ſhall know if f 
Doftrine whether it be of God, and when he ad 
John viii. 12. he that followeth Me ſhall not walk 
Darkneſs, but ſbal have the Light of. Life. It ſeen 
to have been, in a great Meaſure, upon 
Account of this excellent Diſpoſition, that Chi 
gave to Nithanael that high - Commendatio 
Behold an 1fraelite indeed, in whom there is no Gui 
ohn i. 47. the Want of honeſt and unprejudid 
finds was the Cauſe why the Jews contin 
m their Errors, and rejected that heare 
Doctrine which was preached to them by 
Son of God. This is the Condemnation (ſays 
Saviour to Nicodemus, John. iii. 19.) that LA 
come into the World, and Men have loved D 
rather than the Light, becauſe their Deeds wert © 
And he ſays to the Jews, John v. 44 How cal 
believe, which receive Honour one of another, and) 
aot that Honour which cometh from God only. 
1 believe no. Man wilkdeny, that it 15 the Du 
of Chriſtians (cſpecially Miniſters) to be - | 
impartial and unprejudiced- in their 1nqwy 
into the Mind of G O D. 1 


. 


fit! 


Ax p 40 me it is evident, that by the In 


. | Impoſtion of Subſcription, & +. 72 


n of which I ſpeak, Divines and Students of 
ry ate ſtrongly tempted to act otherwile ; 
arc to ſeck in the holy Scriptures, not what 
ſeu has revealed, but the Articles of the ſeveral 


kfons of Faith which they arc obliged to 
ibe. They know that if they find thoſe 
es in the Bible; Riches and Honours, or at 


a0: creat Meaſure of Reputation and a comfor- 
Bei Suſtenance in the World, will probably be 
ion eward of their Studies. On the other Hand 
fu oss, that if they do not find all thoſe Arti- 
Ice, they muſt reſolve to loſe their Proſpect 
of Wcfulneſs, and of reaping the comfortable 
e of their Labours ; and expect to. ſuffer 
wall ed, Reproach, pinching Wants, and the 
(cent of Treatment. And certainly this has a 
0n Me Tendency to marr their Impartiality, to 
Clo: their Minds, to give a dreadful Byaſs 
data underſtandings. 

9 Gui | 

judo this it is anfwered, that a good Man will 
tine ſecular Conſiderations be deterred from 
eaten, and that ſuch an one will impartially 
by UW: into the Mind of God revealed in the. 
ſays res whatever it may coſt him. I reply, 


while the Human Nature continues to be 
$1t has been ever ſince the Fall, the Con- 
uon of worldly Eaſe, Peace, Friendſhip 


a" Grandeur and Wealth will ſway with” 
and /Pprnorality of Men. And theſe things may 
y. ö ſecret Influence on our own Minds, even 
the DO ve our ſelves are not conſcious of it. 


r this Conſideration ſways very much 
hers, is what, J ſuppoſe, none of Us 
my. For my part Ican think of no other 
UWhy in two of 13 Proteſtant Kingdoms 
| In 


cannot be attributed to a different Contextut 
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in Europe in two of the Proteſtant Eleforats, a 
in many of the Proteſtant Principalities and I 
ritories in Germany, every Divine and Student 
Divinity finds Conſubſtantiation in the Bi 
for which Doctrine no Briton nor Switzer can 
the leaſt Foundation in that ſacred Book. 


the Humane Brain in one Region of the Wa 
from what it is in another, neither can it 
imputed to the Want of Opportunities of lat 
mation: For we ſometimes find the Coum 
in the one of which that Doctrine 1s univerl 
believed, and in the other of which it is un 
ſally disbelieved, ſeparated only by a ſmall Ri 
The Reaſon of this Diverſity of Judgment 
certainly the Byaſs given to the Underſtanding 
Men by the Impoſitions of which I ſpeak, 
ſome Kingdoms and Countrics Confeſſions 
Faith, in which the real Preſence of the h 
of Chriſt in the Sacrament of the Lord's d 
is aſhirmed, arc made, at leaſt, the neceſ 
Terms of Miniſterial Communion. Where 
other Kingdoms and Countries, juſt the col 
dictory Doctrine muſt be confeſſed as a nec 
Term of Admiſſion to the Miniſtry of the c 
Tis to me too evident that Men generally 
in the holy Scriptures the Opinions, which i 
reſolve to imbrace, and that this is the Caws 
they find them there. 


Prxnavs ſome of our Brethren of the! 
bliſned Church would not have been able 00 
ſcribe all her Articles ex animo, and to de 
their »nfeigued Aſſent and Conſent to all aud 1 
thing that is contained in the Booł F Common | 


Cc. if hom the time in which they bega nr. 


a Inpoſſtiun of Subſcription, &c. © 75 
nity they had not known, that this would 
quired of them. And it is not improbable, 
(ome Nonconformiſt Students of Divinity, 
ſe Fortunes are no more than ſufficient to 
the Expences of a liberal Education, may, 
he while they are proſecuting their Studies, 


EY ttc Bible with trembling Hearts, leſt they 


ld diſcover in it ſomething contrary to ſome 
1.00" other of the Propoſitions contained in the 
WW e-Conſeſſion of Faith; to all which Pro- 


5 tions they know that they muſt ſubſcribe, or 
" uterly undone, if it be their Lot to live in 
\Ri Part of the World. 

75 cconDLY, I am of Opinion that the Im- 
wv fung of which I ſpeak, have alſo a Tendency 
ſons ght the Christian People from impartial Inqui- 


to the Mind of God, and to render their 


he ol "3M . 6 . 
in a great Meaſure an implicit Human Faith. 


Su Jag 5 { 
** | Miniſters watch for the Souls of the Peo- 
ſhered 4 they who muſt give an Account, yet no 
coll by this Means be exempted from giving 


count of himſelf to God. Our Lord warns 


l 
WY that if the Blind lead the blind both ſhall fall into 


6 
110 Pitch, Mat. xv. 14. And J hope that no Pro- 
ich wil erer deny it to be the Duty 
Caen Cbriſtian, as well as of every Miniſter, 


ke the beſt Uſe which he can of his Bible, 
Quate his Practiſe according to the Word of 
the H. and to found his Faith upon the ſole Au- 
vie w or God ſpeaking in the holy Scriptures. 

ev 
LI: | lar already obſerved that there is no Act 
non P odd obliging the Chriſtian People to declare 


On Ag. f 
— to ent to the WeſtminsFer-Confeſſion of Faith 
Dis am of Lay-Communion. But the Cuſtom 


L. 2 ef 
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of obliging Parents, when they have their 0 
dren baptized, to give their Atlent to the jj 
minſter-Confeſſion of Faith, larger and ſhorter C 
chiſms, too generally obtains amongſt Us; 
is, as I am into1med inſiſted upon, in ſome pl; 
with great Rigour, Now, I think it very 
bable, that ignorant and unlearned Men, my 
dererred from free and impartial Inquiries 
the Mind of God, if they know that in caſt 
ſhall chance to difter from the Majority 
Aſſembly at Wei minſter concerning the Int 
any one of the thouſand Propoſitions containe 


their Confeſſion, they ſhall loſe their Repuii 
in the Country where they live, and their Ci 
be as effectuallyj excluded from Baptiſm, MF | 
born of Heathen or Maſometam Parents. 1 
˖ 

Dip not an implicit human Faith in tro 

a Meaſure prevail amongſt Us, we might e 
that many of the Chriitian People, who, 
thoſe Occafions, are required to declare WW | 
Aſſent to all the Poctrines contained i 
Books, and to promiſe that they will eg, 
their Children in the Belief of thoſe Do, 
would reply, © We hare not liv'd very long 
World, and our time has been for the 
Part imployed in working for the Sup 
*© our Families; beſides this, we have 10 | 
* Academical Education, and are vnacqul 
e with Afztaphyſical Learning; Morcoit 
* our Capacitics had been improved 9% 4 
te cation, and tho? we had Leiſure enoug 'iF" . 
amine every curious and difficult Que! I 
e School-Divinity which the Mayorlt7 9 1 


* 
" Weftminſter-Afſembly has thought nw 
'* yet we have not the Books in Wit" 


ts, npoſtion of Subſcription, Cc. 77 
* Controverhcs are treated. We therefore think 
it a Sin to judge raſhly, and tho' it is poſſible 
that the learned and godly Divines who a- 
greed to the ſeveral Articles, contained in the 
* 11/ctmia$ter-Confeſſton, might have been able to 
F convince Us, that every Propoſition in it may 
be fully proved by the Texts of Scripture which 
they have quoted, yet for our Parts we are not 
able to perceive this. Why then ſhould we 
be required to aſſent to Opinions, which we do 
"not throughly underſtand, or which we have 
not examined with ſufficient Care? Since many 
of thoſe Propoſitions are acknowledged to re- 
te to Points that are not eſſential, concerning 
which ſincere Chriſtians, and good Proteſtants 
mi ditter, why ſhould we be obliged to ſub- 
mit to a Law, or Cuſtom by which many of 
due Subjects of the blefled Jeſus, may be depri 
ech of thoſe Priviledges which he has granted 
do them? With what Shew of Reaſon can we 
be defired ſolemnly to promiſe, that we ſhall 
terer alter our Sentiments concerning the 
Jruth of any Propoſition contained in that 
f Look 2 Is it for a certain Number of Years 
6, that we ought ſeriouſly and impartially 
to enquire into the Mind of G D, and 
nut we for ever afterwards be Proof againſt 
Light and Conviction ? 


Tis evident, and I beg that what I now ſay 
My be attended to, that if any man do declare 
i Aſſent to all the Propoſitions contained in 

e eſtminſter-Confeſion, and promiſe an Adhe- 
| A to all thoſe Propoſitions, who has never 
=" ine W*ftminſter-Confe/ſieon, or who docs not 


: 


* * 
and all thoſe Propoſitions, or who does 
nor 
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not percei ve every one of thoſe Propoſitions tobe 
founded on the Word of GOD, er the Dia; 
of right Reaſon, or who does not perceive thi 
ſo clearly and Hronꝑly, that he is ſure that he ſhal 
never have cauſe to change his Opinion coneem- 
ing any one of thoſe Propoſitions ; I ſay, thati 
is abſolutely impoſſible that ſuch an one, in ſo 
doing, can act upon any other Principle than 
that of an implicit human Faith. A Princip 
which Scripture, Reaſon and the Meſtminfte. 
Confeſſion do condemn. Ard it is alſo evident 
that it any private Chriſtian will refuſe to ac 
knowledge for Miniſters of the Goſpel all thoſe, 
who will not ſubſcribe to the Weſtminſter-Cu. 
feſſion of Faith as a neceſſary Term of Mii 
terial Communion, that Man muſt in ſo fat a0 
under the Influence of an implicit human Faith 
except he can demonſtrate, at leaſt except he 
certainly knows, or is ſtrongly perſuaded (aftet 
a ſerious and impartial Examination) that he cer: 
tamly knows every Propoſition contained il 
that Book, to be founded upon the Word 0 
GOD; as alſo, that the Belief of every Pro 
poſition which it contains, is neceſſary, accott 
ing to the Laws of Chriſt, to qualify a Perlot 
for the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. 37 


I do not ſay, That the Faith of the Chriſt H, 
an People amongſt Us is intirely an impu" 
human Faith; There are who imitate the noble 
Bereans in examining the Doctrines which tn), 
are taught: And, bleſſed be G OD, in all Pong 
neceffary to Salvation the Mind. of Chriſt 80 $ 
clearly revealed in the holy Scriptures, that "= 
them the moſt unlearned may build his Faith 


upon the Divine Teſtimony. But in — 


— hore — - 


uct 1. Tmpoſition of Subſcription, &c. 79 
points of an inferior Nature and doubtful Diſpu- 
tion, it is not ſo: And if in thoſe Matters, 


ae itians arc obliged to decide Queſtions, which 

this ; . . . 

er do not underſtand, or in which they can- 
ot reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have examined the 


uguments on both ſides, eſpecially; if they are 
ncouraged to m+:ke their Deciſions of thoſe 
Queſtions a neceflary Term of Communion to 
niſters or Chriſtians, I apprehend that in 
hole Matters their Faith muſt be an implicit 
man Faith. And being accuſtomed in leſſer 


* latters to ſatisfy themſelves with an implicit 
hoſe ut, tis to be feared, that they will do this 
0 ſo with Reſpe& to Matters of the greateſt 
#:...Wnportance. And every one who has ſeriouſly 


elected on this Subject, will readily acknowledge, 


Faith, 
pt he 
(alte 
j cet: 
ed u 


It is à ſore Evil. 


Turkprr, "Tis my humble Opinion that 
dy the Impoſitions of which I ſpeak, Men are 
empted to tranſgreſs the Laws of G OD rela- 


* ung to SINCERITY. God i the God of 
* mb; He deſireth Truth in the inward Parts: 
perla th Children are Children that will not lie. The 


Man who ſhall abide in his Tabernacle, and duell in his 
% Hill, is he who ſpeaketh the Truth in his Heart. 
tilt. Nothing can be more hateful to GOD than 
nplicit Hypocrifie and Diſſimulation. And we are ex- 
e noble jelly told, that all Liars Hall have their Part in 
+ the) the Lale which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, 
points 5 xx1. 8. But J am perſuaded, that by the 
© io mpoſition of Subſcription to à very long Con- 
hat ing lon of Faith, deſcending to a great many un- 


Faith dental and doubtful Points, as the neceſſary. 


man erm of Miniſterial Communion, Men are, in 


Point many 


— — , ‚‚ tft. Qũůn: — — — — —— oe ↄ . ot WEI 4 — eo 


hat an implicit Faith is very common, and that 
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20 Reaſons againſt the Fan 
many Inſtances, ſtrongly tempted to enter ut 
the molt ſacred Function, by what looks very li 
a Piece of deep and ſolemn D{/imulation. 


For if notwithſtanding the dreadful By 
given to the Jadgments ot thoſe who ſtudy I 
vinity by ſuch Impolitions, Lig t chance to bret 
in upon any of them, they are, by the Eftabliſhel 
Confeſſions, put under this ſad Dilemma, thy 
mult reſolve either wickedly to diſſemble, of 
to be miſerable in this World; and many, ver 
many chuſe the firſt Branch of it. Tis wit 
great Reluctancy that I ſpeak concerning tht 
Blemiſhes of any of the Proteſtant Churches, || 
I know my own Heart I bcar a fervent Loretd 
the whole myſtical Body of our Redeemer, 2 
yet I muſt ſay, that I know no Proteſtant Churd 
in which very long Confeſſions of Faith, deter 
mining a great Number of very ſubtil and curion 
Queſtions, are impoſed, in which every Miniſtet 
ſubſeribes every Article of thoſe Confeſſions} 
the Serfe of the Compoſers : And I know ſont 
Churches, where a Majority of Miniſters (cen 
to disbelicve (1 mean in the Senſe of the Com: 
poſcrs, and in the, plain and obvious ſenſe of the 
Words) ſonge of the Articles vrhich they are 0 


0 CC 

bliged to Subſcribe. derat 
_— \ 

*T1s generally believed, that the Articles MA 

2 certain Reformed Church were compoſed Wc. 


2 Calviniſtical Senſe, and that they are now ſub- Wher 
ſcribed in a very different Meaning. Some of nan 
Reformed Churches have received the Athano/"ilithe 1 
Creed, and yet in thoſe Churches ſome Minilt Mel i 
diſapprove of the damnatory clauſes in that Wor 


Creed. There is a forcien Church in 1 ſclen 
ere 


— _ 


at: 1 poſition of Subſcription, &. 81 
ey Candidate of the Miniſtry is obliged to 


& one of Deciſions of that Synod, is disbe- 

wed by a great Majority of the Miniſters of 
at Church. I cannot conceive how the Amyral- 

ans and Pajoniit es in France could ſincerely ſub- 

be the Gallican Confeſſion. Whether the di- 
ne Authority of the Hebrew Points is believed 
erery Miniſter in the Canton of Bern, where 
e Formula Conſenſus is ſubſcribed, I cannot 
dl. But I know, that at Geneva the Year af- 
t the aboliſhing of Subſcription to that Book 
xdly any learned Man did believe that Article. 
nd I am of Opinion, that there are ſome among 
who tho” they are for Subſcription to the 
tininfer-Confeſſion of Faith, do not believe, in 
ie plain and obvious ſenſe of the Words, every 
Mopolition contained in the third and fourth Ar- 
les of the XXIII. Chapter and in the ſecond 
nicle of the XXVI. Chapter of that Confeſ- 


yon. I could multiply inſtances of this Kind, 
bt 1 torbear, 


Now I cannot think it pleaſing to that 
OD who abhors Difimulation to tempt Men 
commit that Crime in ſo folemn and deli- 
fate a Manner, and this Argument has ſuck 
Veipht with me, that until I hear a ſatisfying 
Anſwer to it, I could not with a good Conſci- 
ce Subſcribe rhe Feftminſter-Confeſſion of Faith, 


ſub- w p 0 - | — 
1 "hen this is required as a neceſſary Term of Com? 

t nun! 3 

feat on, even tho? I were fully perſuaded, that 


ne Deciſion of every Arduous Queſtion contain- 
Ida that Book is juſt, and expreſſed in the ſafeſt 
vords ; leſt this might prove a ſnare to the Con- 
clences of others, | 

To 


pb(cribe rhe Acts of the Synod of Dort, and 
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Io this it has been anſwered, That a ge 
Man will never profeſs any thing contrary toll ile c 
Sentiments. But this is no more than to ſay, H 
tho this Temptation may prove too ſtrong i 
Men who differ from the Eſtabliſhed Standu ln 
of Orthodoxy in ſome uneſſential Point, wh 
will diflemble, and thereby get into the Miniſt kor 
of the Church, yet it will not prove too ſttoi C 
tor thoſe who are reſolved rather to ſuffer MMO 
Loſs of all things than to make Shipwrack of WM" © 
good Conſcience. And is it not a Pity, tha" ? 
any ſhould be fond of Terms of Comming r. 
which will keep out the very beſt of Men, an din, 
let in the worlt ? This Exception does not ati h; 
convince Me, that by ſuch Impoſitions Men ai” ' 
nor ſtrongly tempted to at in ſome Caies, 1 thus 
unſincere Part, nor of the Lawfulneſs of tempt ord! 
ing them to do this. ir 
| | riſti 

Ir has been further anſwered to the Argumen at) 
which I now urge, that it would conclude N e 
ſtrongly againſt the Rejection of an Heretici_iF**' 
or an Idolater, leſt ſuch an one ſhould be tempteC Plain 
to diſſemble, as againſt the Impoſition of a ve!) 
long Confeſſion of Faith, I reply, Chriſt has com 
manded Us to reject Hereticks and Idolaters, and 
his Commandments ate always to be obcycuiF 
And I add, thac the Chiriſtian Revelation 1s 
full and plain, that I cannot conceive how 1 
Perſon, who agrees with Us concerning the Rut 
of Faith, and has had ſufficient Opportunities 
informing himſelf, can be an Heretick, or an 
dolater without being actually unſincere. 8. 
Paul in the Vth. Chapter of his Epiſtle to tie 
Galatians verſe 20th. reckons 1dolatry and Herf*Y 
among the Yorks of the Fleſh : And the ſame 2 

po 


ut 1, Inpoſſuion of Subſcription, c. 83 
ile chargeth Titus to reject an Heretic alter the 
| and ſecond Admonition, knowing, that ſuch an one 


ut, (oN AUTOCATACRI TOS) being condemned 
himſelf, Tit. iii. 10, 11. 


Four THL y, It is certainly the will of GOD, 
at Chriſtians ſhould ſtudy to grow in valuable 
towledge ; that they ſhould get Wiſdom rather 
n Gold, and Underſtauding rather than Silver, 
Or. xv1. 16. That they ſhould bay the Truth, 
dnt ſell it, Prov. xxiii. 23. And that notwith- 
ding any Meaſures of Knowledge to which 
5 have attained, they ſhould {till follow on to 
" the Lord, Hoſ. vi. 3. Righteous Job glories 
this that he eſteemed Knowledge more than all 
ſorldy Advantages, Job. xxviii. 12----19, And 
$ frequently propheſied of, as the Glory of rhe 
Iritian Church, that in it Knowledge ſhall 
ally abound, that many fhall run to and fro, and 
edge ſhall be increaſed, Dan. xii. 4. Tis 
eretore evident, that to do any thing which has 
Pain Tendency to obſtruct the growth of va- 
abe Knowledge, and to keep the World in 
otance, cannot be acceptable to that GOD, 
„ Light, and in whom there is no Darkneſs at 


bur to me it appears, that to require, as a 
Klary Term of Chriſtian or Miniſterial Com- 
Won, an Aſſent to all the Propoſitions contain» 
um the Wettminfter-Conſeſſion, in which a vaſt 


under of the moſt knotty Controverſies of 
Fol-Divinity are decided, tends to diſcourage 
* from making thoſe Advances in valuable 
owledge, which otherwiſe they might make. 
ie Matters continue as they now are, tho 


M 3 
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a Man ſhould compaſs the whole habitable Me 
tho he ſhould converſe intimately with all 

have been moſt diligent, impartial and ſucg 
ful in their Searches after Truth, tho” to d 
gent Reading he has. joyned ſerious Medi 
on, and fer vent Prayer, he is all the while boy 
as it were, with Fetters of Iron. If he does 
think concerning every arduous Point, as hen 
taught when a Child by his Nurſe, or Scha 
Maſter, or Parents, that is to ſay, as the Maj 
ty of the Aſſembly at Teſtminſter has been plex 

to think for him, he is utterly undone : / 
mult, if he live in this Part of the World, bed 
off from Communion with the Body of Chil 
as far as in the Impoſers lierh. And will not ii 
deter Men from Endeavours to advance 
Knowle ige, when they know, that ſuch! 
vances may be attended with very dread 
Conſequences ? | 


To this it is anſwered, that Men of bi 
Geniuſes and generous Spirits, Who axe the 
Men capable of making a conſiderable Pre 
in Learning, will by no Means be diſsou 
from indeavouring to inrich their Minds wif 
extenſive Knowledge of Truth. But I 49 
that this is not univerſally true. I have know" 
Popiſa Countries Men of very bright Geniul 
who upon other Occaſions have diſcovered Vt 
gencrous Spirits, who have ſaid, that they 
determined never to think of any religious V 
troverſies; for, ſaid they,“ if we examine thi 
+ Controverſies, we may chance to differ it 
© the Church; If we differ from the Chul 
<< we may chance to diſcover our Thong" 
Hand if we diſcover our Thoughts we are un 
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ly undone. Nay I have known ſome Men of 
y bright Geniuſes in the Proteſtant Church, 
0 have declared, that far ſome time they had 
plycd themſelves to the impartial Study of 
lion, but had afterwards turned their 
joughts to the Study of Law, Phyſick or Philo- 
phy for this very Reaſon. And, as far as 
are had an Opportunity of obſerving, I 
re always. found valuable Knowledge to abound 
tin thoſe Places, where Men are ngt creams 
d by publick authorized Standards of Ortho- 
DNV. | 7 
lides this, thoꝰ ſometimes Man are found of 
great and heavenly Souls, as to averipok every - - 


| Ing which tends to diſcqurage them in #hew 


ches after Truth, yet it does not follow, that 
e Impoſitions of which I am ſpeaking, have 
t a Tendency to diſcourage them from ahis, 
d conſequently to obſtruct the Growth of valu- 
e Knowledge. My Argument, chersfore, 


inves in it's full Force notwithſtanding chis 
ception, * ins 


Tur Scriptural Notion of 1Qfence appears 
ne to be this, to do any thing that may 
al others to Sin. Tis certainly a Sin not ro 


FW Charitable towards thoſe who differ from Us, 


* to be impartial and unprejudiced in our 
parches after Truth, -to;profeſs any thing con- 
Ry to our real Sentiments, or not: to be vigo- 
W and unwearied in our Purſuits after valuable 
Mowledze. Theſe are Sins to which Men are 


yted by requiring of them an Aſſent or Sub- 


tion to the Meſtminſter.Conſeſſſun of Faith, as 


eceſſary Term of Chriſtian or Miniſterial Com- 


non. Therefore, to do this, is:to gaſt in: the 
Way 
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Way of our Brethren a Stumbling Block at wi t3 
many have ſtumbled, and do actually ſtum th 
And to give Offence is what our great Maſter KP! 
forbidden under the ſevereſt Penalties, Mat. M in 
6. D Iptur 
| | | U 
*T1s not my Intention to charge thoſe N 
differ from me, concerning the Lawfulnc WM kt: 
impoling Subſcription to the Meſtminſter Cui n. 
of Faith as a Term of Communion with à Def 
to render Men uncharitable towards thoſe v 
differ from them, or to deter Men from free x 
impartial Inquiries into the Mind of God, ot 
incourage them in ſatisfying themſelves. with! 
implicit human Faith. Nor do I accuſe the 
of a Deſign to tempt Men to make unſincet 
Profeſſions, or to obſtruct the Growth of valuad 
Knowledge. I verily believe, that they haven 
ſuch Views. I have only in an humble x 
modeſt Way propoſed this, as an Argument wt 
I dare not ſubmit to the Impoſitions contend: 
for, that they ſeem to have a Tendency to tem 
Men to violate ſome of the Laws of God, parti 
larly thoſe which J have mentioned. 


FeurTrh ARGUMENT, 


Tur Fourth and laſt Argument for which 
refuſe Submiſſion to the Synodical Canons 0 
which Subſcription to the WWeſtminſter-Couft|i 
of Faith is required as a Term of Communi0,! 
this, I am of Opinion that by ſubmitting to ti 
Canons, I would render my ſelf chargeable IF 
very SHamreruL and GLarinG IxcoxsiS TESA 


Fixsr, aa PROTESTANT "2 


1, npoſiion of Subſcription, &c. $7 
1 taught to maintain againſt the Church of 
the abſolute PERFECTION, FULNESS and 
RSPICUITY of the holy Scriptures. This is a 
tine which I find very plainly taught in the 
ptures, St. Paul tell us that they are able to 
Us wiſe unto Salvation through Faith which is 
inift Jeſus, that they are profitable for Doctrine, 
Reproof, for Correction, and for Inſtruftion in 
Irzouſueſs, and that they are ſufficient to make 
Man of God perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all 
| Works, 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16, 17. And the 
milt David had many Ages before the Com- 
of Chriſt declared, that the Law of the Lord 
perf. converting the Soul, that the Teſtimony of 
lad is ſure, making wiſe the fimple, that the 
net of the Lord are right, rejoycing the Heart, 
the Commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightning 
Eyes, Pf. xix: 7, 8. And the Conceptions 
ich] have of the infinite Perfections of God 
acularly of his Miſdom, Equity and Goodneſs, 
luch, that J cannot imagine, that he would 
e to Mankind a Revelation to be the Rule of 
ir Faith and Conduct, that is not ſufficiently 
and clear in all Neceſſary Points. 


us is a Principle which all the Defenders 
oteſtantiſm have aſſerted and invincibly pro- 
lagainſt the Papiſts, who maintain, that the 
tures are ambiguous and obſcure, very liable 

- perverted by Hereticks, and that they 
en determinate Senſe, until their Meaning 
certain d by an authoratative Interpretation of 
urch. Upon this ſingle Point, the Hinge 
kopiſn Controverſy turns: And with the 
de concerning the Sufficiency of the holy 


Scrip- 
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ms the Proteſtant Religion muſt ſand 


Bur I am of Opinion that there is 2 ni 
felt Iaconſttency between this Doctrine and! 
ſynodical Canons to which I refuſe Subjech 
It is not my Opinion that a Man barely by! 
{cribing the Bible can give to his Ordainers h 
cient Evidence that he has carefully read 1 
conſidered that facred Book; that he uni 
ſtands and is qualified to teach the Doch 
contained in it. I am in my Judgment con 
ced, that Miniſters onght carefully to try er 
Man whom they admit to that ſacred Offi 
And it would be to me 4 much more ſatis 
Proof, that 4 Man is apr to teach the Dod 
contained in the Bible, if in his own Word 
would draw up a ſhort Abridgment of that L 
trine, than if he would ſubſcribe to the N 
of the Bible; not as if I expected of (ud 
One, a more clear and full Account of the I 
trines revealed in the Scriptares than 
Seriptures themſelves do contain; which vl 
be an Abſurdity. But becaufe by this Men 
may have a Specimen of his Acquaintance 
the Scripture- Doctrine and Aptneſs to teach 


Bur I am nevertheleſs perſuaded, thi 
ſynodical Canons, by which Subſcription 9 
Wiftminſler-Confeſſion of Faith, is declared io 
Sufficient Teft of Orthodoxy ; and Subſci 
to the Bible is rejected as Inſufficient ; ate il 
feſtly Iniconfiſtent with the Proteſtant Do i 
concerning the abſolute Perfection and Pell 
ty of the holy Scriptures. I am pleaſed 


the moſt ſtrennous Advocate for the wan 
| 7 
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feſion of Faith as a Term of Miniſterial Com- 
won, who has hitherto appeared ( I mean the 
lithor of the late celebrated Preface to that 
vnfeſſion, page 101.) adhering to this Proteſtant 
hoctrine concerning the Sufficiency of the Scrip- 
res, He acknowledges, that the Words of the 
ble are, with reſpect to the important Articles 
our Faith, as clear and determinate as the 
ods of any human Creed, or Confeſſion are. 
d if this be the State of the Cafe, I think it a 
metul and glaring Inconſiſtency to fay, that 
Words of the holy Ghoſt are not a ſufficient 
of Soundneſs in the Faith, and that the Words 
a publick, authorized, human Confeſſion are 
eyident Demonſtration of the Orthodoxy of 
e who ſubſcribes them; tho” they are no more 
Words, than the Words of the Bible are. 


To this it is anſwered, that the Words of the 
Ghoſt are the fitteſt that. could have been 
ſen to expreſs the Mind of GO P, and that 
'Ctiptures contain the plaineſt Declarations of 
a we ought to believe, but that an human 
ad or Confeſſion, is a much plainer Decla- 
mol the Mind of the Perſon, who aſſents or 
abes to it, and much fitter to expreſs, what 
an one actually believes. To this I reply, 
that it appears to me, fomewhat harſh to 
m that the Words of Scripture are to 
iltians a very clear and determinate Declara- 
def the Mind of G OD, and yet that no 
lan can in them declare his Faith intelligi- 
and that I know no Reaſon why a Man 
or expreſs his Ideas by thoſe very Words, 
1 Which he has received them. Secondly, 1 
mer, that ik what is affirmed in the above 
We. Exceptiong 
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Exception, is univerſally true, it will follow g 
the Weſtminſter-Confeſſion of Faith cannot be 
ſuſficient Teſt of Orthodoxy ; which is conti 
to ſome of our Synodical Canons: For if! 
Words of Scripture are in zo Caſe {uſficient to 6 
clare the Mind of the Perſon who aſſents to they 
and to expreſs what ſuch an one actually beliex 
it is Undenyable, that by Subſcribing that Ca 
feſſion, no Man can inform us of what he belien 
concerning ſome of the moſt important Arid 
of the Chriſtian Doctrine, ſince that many 
thoſe Articles are in that excellent Book expreſ 
in the very Words of Scripture. 


TIN DI, I anſwer, that altho' a M 
by drawing up in his own Words, ſuch an Abrid 
ment of the Chriſtian Doctrines, as that js wii 
we have contained in the JY:ſtminſter-Conſeſ# 
might give me a more rational Satisfaction, c 
cerning the Diligence which he has uſed in ſta 
ing the Bible, concerning his Underſtand W 
aright the Doctrines contained in it, aud! p 
Fitneſs to teach thoſe Doctrines, than he poll * 
could do by Subſcribing barely the Words vt 
Bible : et it is quite otherwiſe with reſpes 7 
one, who ſubſcribes a publick authorized Foy” * 
of Confeſſion drawn up for him. Except! 
Words of {uch a Confeſſion are with reſpecttol 
important Articles of Religion more cleat! 
determinate than the Words of Scripture, exe 
they expreſs the Mind of the holy Ghoſt m 
fully and plainly than the bleſſed er 
thought fit to do, (an Honour which 1 108”. 
will never be given by Proteſtants to an oy 
Compoſure) I cannot conceive how a Man» # 


by Subſcribing ſuch a Confeſſion, can give!“ 


* 


— . .. —_— 
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proof of his Orthodoxy, than by Subſcribing 
e the Words of the Bible. Tis true, indeed, 


. * Man may Subſcribe the Bible who has not 
r, who does not underſtand it, or who is 
a  qualifyed to teach the Doctrines contained 


t: But may not a Man Subſcribe the Vet- 
xfer-Confeſſion of Faith, who has not read it, 
o does not underſtand it, or who is not apt to 
chthe Doctrines which it contains? Hereticks, 


* are told, may pervert the Words of Scrip- 
. But may they not alſo pervert the Words 
e Publick, authorized, human Confeſſion? The 


rds of Scripture have been actually perverted 
em: But have the Words of publick autho- 


Mal: human Confeſſions met with better Treat- 
brian from them? And what Reaſon hare we to 
whil pect, that they who pervert rhe Words of God, 
ala greater Difference to the Words of 
„ pired Men? | 


ixpthis Aﬀront done to the holy Scriptures 


od "ink the leſs juſtifyable, becauſe that in the 
elne Compoſures, which are made the publick, 
zol onzed Standards of Orthodoxy, (and inthis 
ect preferred to the Bible) We generally meet 
Fol a great deal of ſtudyed Ambiguity ; which 
pr rot be alledged concerning the ſacred 
do les, which GO D has given to be a Lamp 


* our Feet and a Light unto our Paths. 


rr the Deciſions of Councils and Synods, 

the Confeſſions of Faith drawn up by them, 
Lenerally ſpeaking, filled with ſtudyed Am- 
bun ties, is a Fact too well known to be denyed. 
o roundly fo ever Councils have ſpoken againſt 
en Opinions of thoſe Men whom they reſolved 
N 2 to 


vhich that Council notwithſtanding it's prete 


— 
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to render odieus, and by all Means to opp e 
yet when there has happened to be a known I)Wic 
verſity of Sentimeñts amongſt the Favorites al 
leading Men in a Council, the Decrees of ſuch 
Council have, for the moſt part, been din 
up with ſuch Caution as to avoid that Nifterend 
or to ſpeak concerning it in ſuch dark and doi 
ful Expreſſions, that both Parties might bepk 


ſed. * 
Ir is very well known, that at the | Coun 


of Trent, an avowed Diverſity of Sentiments| 
tween the Scotiſts and the Thomiſts did obta 


ed Infallibility and ſupreme Authority, wo 
not venture to diſcuſs: But always ſpoke dl 
in ambiguous Terms. In the Synod of Dom thi 
was a great Difference of Opinions concern! 
the Supralapſurian and Sublapſarian Schemes; 
Controverſy of much greater Importance th 
many which ſuch Aſſemblies of Divines Md 
thought fit to decide. But that Synod hail 
no Proſpe& of reconciling that Differęnce, 
Members of it thought fit to abſtra& from | 
 Supralapſarian and Sublapſariau Hypotheles, a 
ſpeak ot them in ſuch ambiguous Expreſſions i 
both Parties might twiſt to favour their 0 
Principles. In like Manner the Members of! 
Weſtminſter-Aſſembly were divided in thelt* 
timents concerning that Point, they there! 
thought fit to wave the Conſideration of i- 
ſpeak of it with ſuch ſtudyed Ambiguity, 5 
both Parties might be ſatisfyed. 


; | 4 8 * r 
Uros the whole, tho. I freely ow", j 
a Man by a bare Subſcription to the Wor 
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e Bible, cannot ſufficiently prove that he 
johtly ppm, Hi Doctrines contained in 
t and is capable & o teach thoſe Doctrines; yet 
think it inconſiſtent with the Principles which 
e al profeſs to maintain, concerning the Per- 
ton and Perſpicuity of the holy Scriptures, 
p affirm that Subſcription ro the Words of the 
dy Ghoſt is nota ſufficient Teſt of Orthodoxy, 
d yet that Subſcription to a publick, authqrized, 

Suman Form of Confeſſion, is. Since it is from 
e Words of Scripture, that Proteſtants derive all 
ir Knowledge of Religion in matters purely 
wealed, I ſee no Reaſgn why it ſhould be judged 
mpoſhble for them, intelligibly to expreſs their 
Thoughts concerning thoſe Matters in the Words 
j{ Scripture. Since by Subſcribing an human 
ompoſurz written half an Age before I came 
to the World, it can no more appear, that I 
htly underſtand that Compoſure, or am capable 
d teach the Principles which it contains, than 
ly dubſcribing the Bible, it appears, that I rightly 
derſtand the Bible, or am apt to teach the 
ocrines contained in it, I cannot conceive why a 
puoſcription to ſuch a Compoſure ſhould be 
eemed an Evidence of my Soundneſs in the 
Faith, and my Afent to the Bible paſs for No- 

Fins. Eſpecially ſeeing that the Words of Scrip- 
itz are with reſpe& to every important Article 
| revealed Religion as clear and determinate as 
e Words of any human Creed or Confeſſion 
e, or ought to be: And ſeeing that the Words 
tdcripture are free from that ſtudyed Ambigui- 


fich is very remarkable in Publick Aythorized 
leſfons of Faith. | : 


SECONDLY, 


94 EKeaſons againſt the Part 
SECONDLY, I cannot fubmit to the Impoſi 
ons of which I ſpeak, conſiſtently with our 4 
vowed Principles as PROTEST A NT-DISSEN 
TERS. It is the ftable Principle of Non=confy 
mity, that no religious Laws ſuperadded to 
Laws of the Goſpel, that no ne Terms of Chute 
Communion, no other Terms of Communi 
than thoſe which Chriſt has eſtabliſhed, onght 
be admitted of in the Chriſtian Church: Andt 
we ought not to deny the Tokens of Communi 
on to thoſe whom Chriſt has received, and con 
manded Us to receive; becauſe they refuſe Sil 
miſſion to Eccleſiaſtical Impoſitions in thingsa 

tecedently Unneceſſary. Let thoſe who ple 
for an Aſſent or Subſcription to the 1efFminftt 

Confeſſion of Faith, as a Term of Chriſtian or M 
niſterial Communion, ſhew me plainly, that thi 
is what Chriſt has commanded ; that this js 
Term of Communion, which the great Lord an 
Founder of the Chriſtian Church has inſtituted 
and that antecedently to any Synodical Cane 

concerning this Matter, this was a thing abſolutt 

ty Neceſſary : And they may be ſure of my Col 

pliance. Otherwiſe, let them own, that I c 

not, conſiſtently with the ſtable Principles 

Non-conformity, ſubmit to ſuch Impoſitions 
And that to ſubmit to ſuch Impoſitions, whil 

profeſs an Adherency to the Principles of Ne 

conformity, would be to involve my ſelf in ſam 
ful and glaring Inconſiſtencies. 


T 15 true, indeed, that the Advocates fort 
Cauſe of Non-conformity, have alſo ple q | 
that ſomethings impoſed by the Eftabunt 
Church are in themſelves unlawful : And 1 


3 "IF 221 Cel 
not deny, that this is my Opinion. But it = 
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ol: chat the principal, the general Plea, upon 
ich moderate Non-conformilts have chiefly 
Sed, has always been this, that things in 
onto; on Nature indifferent ought never to be 


Me the neceflary Terms of Church-Communt- 


Wyarever others may think fit to do, 
ny part J would be aſhamed to reaſon thus 
th a Divine of the Eſtabliſhed Church, Yor 
Ut t0 receive me to Communion upon Chriſt's own 
ms, but I will nct receive Tou on thoſe very Terms. 


Fuß gbr not to impoſe upon me a Form of Prayer, but 
ple nf give me leave to impoſe upon you a Form of 
e e And; indeed, Candor obliges me to 
tr MW rowledge, that the Arguments urg'd for the 


poſition of a Liturgy, are, in my humble Qpi- 
on, as ſtrong as thoſe, by which Attempts have 
n made to juſtify the Impoſition of Subſcripti- 
tothe Weſtminſter-Confeſſion : And I cannot de · 
that King, Lords and Commons in Parliament, 
ether with the Repreſentatives of the Nation- 
Church aſſembled in Convocation, may with 
much Juſtice inſiſt upon our Obedience to the 
nons made by them, as the general Synod may 
m our Submiſſion to their Acts. See the Weſt- 
nter-Conſeſſion, Chapter XXIII. Article 3: 


Cano 
ſolute 
; Conn 
I 
les ( 
itions 
while 
Neon 
(020 Turn r, I could not, Without glaring In- 
ſſtency ſubſcribe the 7//2ſtminſter-Confeſſion of 
th as a Term of Communion, becauſe the 


ny Mpilers of that Confeſſion have expreſly decla- 
515 Chap. XXVI. Article 2. That Saints by Pro- 
T6 e bound to maintain an holy Fellowſhip and 


nen in the Torſhip of God, and in perfor- 
ach other ſpiritual Services as tend to their inn 
£147 


t is cel 
tu 
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tual Edification, as alſo in relieving each oth 
outward Things, according to their ſeveral Ai 
aud Neceſſities ; whith Communion as God offereth| 


portunity, is to be extended unto all thoſe who ine 


Place call upon the Name of the Lord Jeſus. Hen 
a very glorious and truly Catholick Article, 
which it very plainly appears, that the Maj, 
ty of that venerable Aſſembly was convinced, th 
with reſpe& to Chriſtians, the Gates of the Ch 


mould be as open as the Gates of Heaven, 


Article which it is abſolutely Impoſſible fot! 
Man, who is of narrow and uncharitable Pri 
ples, rightly to underſtand; and ſincerely to! 
lieve. It is a flat Contradiction to affirm, t 
by the Laws of GOD, which no Power up 
Earth has a Right to repeal, we are bound 
maintain an holy Communion in the Worſhy 
GOD with ALL THOSE who in every Pli 
call upon the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and 
the ſame time to ſay, It is lawful for us to bie 
Communion with thoſe, who call upon theNa 
of the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity, who lore 
with fervent Hearts, who believe in him for 
Salvation of their Souls, who are careful to ot 
all the Laws of the Goſpel in as far as they? 
able to underſtand them, who impoſe upon 
no other Terms of Communion than thoſe wii 
Chriſt has eſtabliſhed, and whoare not charged! 
with damnable Error, or groſs Immoraitt)! 
they do not agree with the Majority of ! 
Hitmin&er- Aſſembly in the Deciſion of every f 
and arduous Controverſy of School-Divinity, © 
if they dare not conſent to make Subſcription 
the thouſand Propoſitions contained inm 
Confeſſion of Faith, a neceſſary Term of Che 
or Miniſterial Communion. I have altes 


ſhewe 


pt! Impoſition Subſcription, &c. 97 
WW: cd chat rhe 17/etminsfer- Aſſembly has decla- 
ns GOD alone has Authority to give 
sto the Conſciences of Men: And I am 


tuaded, that to make this, an Article of my 
ich, and at the ſame time to require a Submith- 
to human religious Laws under the Penalty 
Non-communion would be a ſhameful Inconlii- 


Icy, 
oy am fully perſuaded, that my Reverend Fathers 
n ( Brethren, who are for requiring Subſcription 
ot 8 the 17/eſtrmin$er-Confeſſzon, are not aware of theſc 
pra conſiſtencies, in which, as it appears to me, they 
to this Means involve themſelves. I do not charge 
„n with a Deſign to involve themſelves and o- 
e in ſhameful and glaring Inconſiſtencies. I 
und iy believe their Intentions to be upright, and 
ſhip r teir Zeal for Subſcription is a Zeal of God, 
y Pp [ have thus freely, and, I hope, inoſſenſive- 


axplained the Reaſons, why I cannot think it, 


y bre e according to Knowledge. 

Nai Tus Arguments which I have propoſed, are 
ve HM as have convinced my Conſcience, that I 
for et not to ſubmit to human Teſts of Divine 


uths, eſpecially, when they deſcend to 2 
Kat Number of uneſſential Points, and are im- 
led as neceſſary Terms of Chriſtian or Miniſte- 
iCommunion. I cannot expect, that they will 


geile the ſame Weight with every Member of the 
alte Synod in Ur, which they have with me. 
of 0" | hope, that all who will ſcriouſly and im- 
ly conſider the Arguments which I have 
ity, 88” offered, will atleaſt acknowledge, that they 
prion e lomg Weight, and that it is poſſible for good 
in tac iſe Men to be ſo far impreſſed by them, thar 
Ch" 2 Principle of Conſcience, they may be obli- 
aten o refuſe a Co pliance with what ſome very 
ſhe® 0 eagerly 


* 


%. 


98 Rea iſous ag. li uſt the Part 
eagerly deſire. And if this be granted, it y 
follow by a juſt and neceſſary Conſequence, f 
the general Synod has acted a truly Wiſe x 
Chriſtian Part by declaring Anno 1721, and 19! 
againſt a Breach of Communion upon the Acco 
of our difterent Sentiments concerning this M. 


ter, and by treating it as a Matter not of Cent 
but of mutual Forbearance. 


Ir any of my Reverend Fathers and Breth 
ſhall think fit to reply to theſe Arguments, Ih 
that they will endeavour to {peak in a very ct 
and convincing Manner, Tis too common int 
Schools, for Diſputants when they find themſel 
preſt'd by Arguments, to have recourſe to uni 
telligible Metaphyſical Diſtinctions, that th 
may raiſe a Miſt, and fo eſcape ; but whate 
may be {aid for excuſing ſuch a Conduct, wh 
the Debates are concerning Matters of meerfp 
culation, and of ſmall Importance, when Menn 
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be {ſuppoſed to contend rather for Victory hiſs *: 

for Truth, and to deſign rather the Exercile 15 

their Wit than the ſatisfaction of their Conſciend 3 

yet ſuch a Conduct would be wholly inexculat * 

in the preſent Caſe. If the Anſwers which in = 

4 be given to theſe Arguments are not ſo plain 1 1 en 
5 full, as to ſatisfy my Conſcience, and the Conf i, 
1 ences of others, we can reap no Benefit by t. 7” 
. If they leave in my Mind the leaſt Doubt cond iy 
ning the Lawfulneſs of the Impoſitions now 11198 * 
Conſideration, it cannot be expected, that 1 177 

ſubmit to thoſe Impoſitions. Whoever docs "Ay 

Action concerning the Lawfulneſs of which een 

doubtful in his own Mind, undervalug 75 

Favour, and offends God, 71: that don, i 0 1 

Apoſtle, is damned if he Eat for whatſoever i p ther 


Faith is Sin, Rom. xiv. 23. 
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PART SECOND | 


CONTAINING 


\NSWERS. 


To the Arguments for Subſcription to the 
eminſter-Confeſſion of Faith as a neceſſary Term 
Chriſtian or Miniſterial Communion, Cc. 


FF 
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xz Now proceed to conſider the Ar- 


NN 
. * 
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* 223 guments, which have been uſed by 1 


2 * the Gentlemen on the other ſide of 
e the Queſtion, for juſtifying the Im- [dl 
N poſition of human Teſts of Divine 
tuths, as the neceſſary Terms of Chriſtian or 
laiſterial Communion, even when thoſe Teſts 
acend to a great Number of Points which are 
ſellential, and of doubtful Diſputation : And by 
ich Attempts have been made to Vindicate 
Ir ſynodical Canons, or the Cuſtom which too 
picrally prevails, concerning the Subſcription or 
Went to the Weſtminſter-Confeſſion of Faith, which 
lequired amongſt Us. And I will acquaint 
de Reader with the Reaſons, why I judge thoſe 


FSments to be Weak and Inconcluſive. 


T ur Arguments which have been uſed to juſ- 
tlie Impoſitions of which I ſpeak are drawn, 
ter krom the Rights of Societies; or from the 
pended Neceſity of publick, authorized, human 

| Standards 
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Standards of Orthodoxy ; or from ſome Text i 
Scripture which have been quoted in Vindicatig 
ot the ſynodical Canons, which 1 blame. I & 
conſider them in their Order. 


FI RS r, To juſtify the Impoſition of an Af 
or Subſcription to the VMeminſter-Conſeſſus d 
Faith as a neceſſary Term of Chriſtian or Mu 
terial Communion, it has been pleaded; that ti 
the natural and unalienable RIGHT of Men to wat 
in SOCIETIES for ſuch Purpoſes, as to them apps 
uſeful and convenient, and to make ſuch Laus ai 
Constitutions binding their own Members, as tit 
Judge to be proper; provided always, that theſe Lan 


Ix a 
hat J 
e Di 
or, 
Ol f 
Ares 


are not contrary to the Laws of God, and the Ry itt 
of Mankind; and that the Minority in all S 
nuſt be determined by the Concluſions of the Majoriy = 
etherwiſe no Society could Sub/ift. It has alſo been ſul 5 th 
that whoſoever will intrude himſelf into a Society, an * 
uſurp the Management of it's Concerns, without it - . 
Conſent, does attempt to 721 poſe upon that Society, a * f 
13 : ; ; ITO 
zo deprive it's Meinbers of their eſſential Rights. AH 
(the Gentlemen who ule this Argument muſt ſu © 
joyn) that Churches are religious Societies, in ah 
it is the natural and unchenable Right of Men to u * 
for fuch religious Purpoſes as to them appear Uſeful ara A p 
Conventent 5 that being thus aſſociated they ht 1 
| mm IF 
Hover to make ſuch religious Laws and Constituti 
h:nding their own Members, as they ſhall Junge ft. I fha 
Jer, provided that thoſe Laws are not contrary -t f 
Laws of God and the Rights of Manlind ; that ie t 
Minority in every Church mu$Z be concluded Ne Q 
Deciſions of the Mlijority, otheraviſe no C urch ca ' ties 
Safe ; that the Church has a Right to Judge WW King 


ſhe will receive as Members or Office- hearers 3 


tree 


f 2. ihe Impoſition of Subſcription, & c. 101 


hee, that if any Man will not ſubmit to the Laws 
U Coaftitutions of a Church, and to the Terms of 
muito which ſhe has fixed, and will nevertheleſs 
end to thruſt himſelf into her Communion, whether 
mor Miniſterial ; is guilty of attempting to impoſe 
in the Church, and to deprive her Members of their 
rial Rights. | 


[x anſwering this Argument, I ſhall not repeat 
hat I have ſaid Page 43, and 44, Concerning 
e Difficulty, which they who uſe it might find 
moving, That every worſhipping Society with- 
or ſynodical Aſſociation, has by it's Repreſen- 
tires conſented to the religious Laws and 
iltiturions made by the Synod, againſt which 
wy argue, I ſhall not inſiſt upon the Dif- 
ulty which ſuch Men might find in proving 
t the Conſciences of Chriſtians can be re- 
lented, and that all the Members of parti- 
ar worſhipping Societies, their Poſterity and 

cceſſors for ever, are bound to ſubmit to the 
lifious Laws, to which their Repreſentatives in 
dynod have conſented ; or that ſacred Societies 
abe obliged to ſubmit to thoſe religious Laws, 
e making of which their own Repreſentarives 
oed, becauſe the Majority of the Repreſenta- 


'Gotother ſacred Societies in a Synod thought 
to agree to them. 


| ſhall only anſwer, x. That the above Argu- 
it tor the Impoſition of Subſcription, is no 
E than a ſhameful begging of the Queſtion. 
Wm. Queſtion really is, Whether in religious So- 
1 * any uninſpired Men have a Power of 


ung ne 
' 


> nw religious Laws, which GO D has 
die, and whether in thoſe leſſer Points 


which 
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which are not very clearly revealed, the Majoti 
has a Right to impoſe upon the Minority, An 
in this Argument ir is confidently aſſerted th 
the Church muſt have a Power of Legiſlaii 
in Religious Matters, becauſe it is a religio 
Society, and that in them the Majority mi 
have a Right of Impoſing upon the Minorin 
becauſe they are the Majority: Which arc 


law. 
very things that ought to be proved. cede 
11 
2. I anſwer, That this Argument is no mo . 
than an Exception to my firſt Reaſon againſt n 
ſcription to the Weſtminſter-Confeſſion of Faith Wi it 
a Term of Communion, taken from the mer 
Legiſlative Authority of our only Lord and ic 
our, in Matters purely religious. For tho WM (0 
were granted, that the Majority in every N 
ſhipping Society, or the Majority of the Re ti 
ſentatives of a great Number of Worſhipping WWF )'a! 
cieties aſſembled in a Synod, have a prop Nur 
Power of Legiſlation, in things antecedently hint 
different yet it would not follow, that they hant 
Right to deprive the Subjects of Jeſus Chrilt, MMR + | 
thoſe valuable Priviledges, which he has H 
chaſed for them, and expreſly granted to then; ho 
would not follow, that they have ſufficient Al obe 
thority to enact, or inforce religious Laws mal act 
feſtly repugnant to the Laws of the Goſpel; Ven 
would not follow, that they are impowd-*<c 
to caſt in the Way of others a Stumbling Hoc E 
by tempting them ſtrongly to divers very bein 190 
Sins ; it would not follow, that they are au,! 
rized to oblige Men to imbrace contradiaſ'®* 
Principles, and to involve themſelves in ſhame % 
| Joe 


and glaring Inconſiſtencies. 


ut 2. the Inpoſition of. Subſcription, Oc. 103 
; I anſwer, That if the above Argument 
good, and if a proper Authority to make 
< religious Laws and Conſtitutions as they 
all judge expedicnt, muſt be granted to all 
wiſtian Synods and Councils, I do not fee how | 
ry Branch of our Chriſtian Liberty can poſſibly 
ale. Synods and Councils may, in that Caſe, 
ommand any thing, which is not antecedently 
lawful, and forbid any thing, which is not an- 
cedently a Duty by Vertue of ſome divine Pre- 
et; that is to ſay, they may make religious 
aus concerning all things which are in their 
en Nature indifferent, and which Chriſt has 
t indifferent. I am of Opinion, that that Ar- 
ment muſt be ſophiſtical and inconcluſive, 
ruich would, if good for any thing, render Us 
1 ſo great a Meaſure the Servants of Men, make 
ur Chriſtian Liberty wholly precarious, and juftiſy 
that ſpiritual Impoſition, Uſurpatien and 
Lyrauny which has ever obtained in any of the 


1 of Chriſt, with Reſpe& to indifferent 
lings, 


4. Ianſwer, That the above Argument cannot, 
my humble Opinion „be decently uſed by thoſe 
bio believe that no other religious Laws ought 

obe obeyed beſides thoſe which G O D has 
Macted, See the Paſſages quoted out of the 
Veiminſter-Confeſſion of Faith, larger and ſporter 
AtChiſms in the 25 and 26 Pages of this Trea- 
le, Can we with Decency, at the ſame time 
Pige Men to Profeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt is the 
I Head and King of his own Church, and 
600 alone is the Lord of Conſcience, 

ud allo to ſubmit to the Majority in uninſpired 
Mods and Councils when they act as Lords, 


La w- 
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Lawgivers and Kings in the Kingdom of C 
and to obey thoſe religious Laws and Confj 
tions, which GO D has not made? 
5. If it be acknowledged, that it is the. 
ſential and unalienable Right of Men to unite 
religious Societies for ſuch Purpoſes, as to the 
appear uſeful, and to make ſuch religious Ly 
and Conſtitutions, as they think expedient 
cannot contrive a Method which will befi 
cient to prevent their requiring thoſe thing 
which GO D has forbidden, and their forbi 
ding thoſe things, which he has command: 
For they who claim a Power of making religo e 
Laws concerning indifferent things, will alſo cla 
a Power of judging what things are in themſeir 
indifferent. How few Councils, or Synods hal 
we heard of, who have been induced to dep 
from the Demands which they have once made C 
or to repeal the religious Laws which they Herr 
once enacted, by the Arguments which have be 
offered to prove the Unlawfulneſs of the Thig 
required? And if in every worſhipping Soctet 
or in a Meeting of the Repreſentatives of H 
Number of ſuch Societies, the Majority ha! ; 
Right to determine what Things are contrary lnde,; 
the Laws of G O D, and the Rights of Manke | 
and to make ſuch religious Laws and Conltitutoqt.. 
as they judge to be proper, and confiſtent eres 
the Divine Laws and the Rights of Men, . 
may not Heathens, Mahometans, Jews and PM 
reafon thus, © Tt is our eſſential and unalienic; u 
Right as we are rational Creatures to unite We: 
* ſuch religious Societies, and for ſuch Farr 27; 
as we eſteem uſeful and convenient, and to my 
© {uch Laws and Conſtitutions conſiſtent with Wiki 


4-9 ights | 
* Laws of our Creator, and the Rights Ow; 


bn; the Inpefition of Subſcription, c. 105 
our fellow Creatures, as we judge expedient, 
we have accordingly done this : And, therefore, 
dur Conduct is intirely - juſtifyable. For, 
doubtedly, none of them will acknowledge, the 
ligious Purpoſes for which they have united, 
the religious Laws which they have made, to 
WS contrary to the Laws of G0 D, and the 
Wits of Mankind: And ſhall we endeavonr 
jlapport a Claim of a Legiſlative Authority by 
Pea which is ſo lyable to Abuſe ? Is this Wor- 
jofone of the pureſt and beſt reformed Churches 
the World, which in other Matters can with 
ndence appeal to the {acred Oracle? 


6, L anſwer directly to the above Argument. 
: Socicties which are intirely VOLUNTA- 
that is to ſay, which are founded only 
M CONSENT, into which it is no Man's 
III to enter, and into which no Man has 4 
bHT to enter but from che Agreementof 
ociety, may, indeed, unite for ſuch Purpoſes 
bey think uſefal, and make ſuch Laws and 
j:u2/0:5 binding their own Membersunder the, 
v7 0r Excluſion, as they judge to be proper, 
ded that thoſe Laws aud Purpoſes are not 
Fury to the Laws of GO D and the Rights 
Ahers, But it is otherwiſe with Reſpe& to 
dies founded upon CHARTERS, into which Men 
SOUND to enter, and into which they have 
HT to demand Admiſſion. All ſuch So- 
FS muſt unite for ſuch Purpoſes ONLY as 
pecifyed in their Charters, and under ſuch 
ud Conſtitutions ON LY as are expreſſed 
en, except they have a Power granted them 
wr Charters of making BY-LAWS, binding 
* Wn Members. 3 the Church of Chriſt 

„ 
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is a Society founded upon a CHARTER, en 
the GREAT CHARTER of the Goſpel ; Ii 
a Society into which every Man to whomth 
Goſpel is preached, is by, the Laws of 601 
obliged to enter: It is a Society into which ent 
Man who makes a credible Profeſſion of Chili 
anity has a Right to be admitted, and out of whi 
none ſuch can be excluded, without a mani 
Violation of his Rights, and of the Goſpe 
Charter: It is a Society in which all Pretenſi 
of this Kind are expreſly forbidden by i 
great Founder and only Lawgiver, as I ha 
already proved, and as the IVefZminſter-Aſſai 
has acknowledged. For my Part, I knowt 
what Reply can be. made to this Anſwer: 


I ſhall not repeat what TI have ſaid from 
30th to P. 37. concerning the Diſtinction betV 
Laws and Regulations. 


Bo r it may ſtill be alledged, that if in rl 
ous Societies the Majority are forced contta! 
the Dictates of their own Conſciences to m 
tain Chriſtian or Miniſterial Communion 
thoſe whom they incline to caſt out, thel 
their Conſciences trampled on, and their R 
of judging for themſelves is invaded. ' I all 
that J do not pretend, that any, whether t 
are the Majority or the Minority in rel 
Societies ought, by temporal Puniſhments, * 
compelled ro maintain Communion with k 
whom they think themſelves obliged, Y 
Laws of the Goſpel to reje& ; even tho 
Conſciences are miſinformed. But it 15 , 
able, that with reſpect to this, Men ma 


under dreadful Deluſions, and think _ 


— 


rt 1. the Impofition f Subſcription, G. 107 
hs d to reject, thoſe whom, by the Laws of 
e Goſpel, they are bound to receive. This was 
e Caſe of many in the Days of the Apoſtles: 
nd it is certainly the Caſe of very many in the 
ge in which we live. For the Reaſons which I 
are mentioned, I humbly conceive it to be the 
Wil ofthoſe, who would continue the Impoſiti- 
fwhich I am ſpeaking. And their Rights are 
ot infringed by Endeavours to convince them 
| their Error. | 5 ä 


Ix the above Argument it is ſaid, that no 
Whurch can be SAFE, except ſhe be allowed to 


wedient. To which I anſwer, that if by the 
poſed Danger of the Church be meant, that 
| caſe ſhe is denyed a proper Power of Le- 
lation in religious Matters, it will be impoſſible 


9 maintain the Credit of thoſe religious Laws 
ich uninſpired Men have enacted ; I ſee no 
arm in this. Nor can I imagine, that it will 
ay Prejudice. to the Vine- yard of our Lord, 
we) Plant which our heavenly Farher has not 
bated, be rooted up and caſt out of it. But if 
de Meaning is, that pure uncorrupted Chriſti- 
will be indangered, I ſhall have an Oppor- 


ity of ſhewing the contrary in my Anſwers 
0 n 0 l a | , « 4 , A 


| ſcription to the Meſtminſte-Conſeſſion of Faith, 
 neceſlary Term of Communion ; viz. thut 


P 2 ſuch 


lake ſuch religious Laws and Conſtitutions, 
Inding her own Members as ſhe ſhall judge 


o ſapport that Authority which ſome have uſurp- 
Lorer the Faith and Conſciences of others, or 


Tur Srcoxp Axcumfvr for the Impoſition of 


| the Church's Power to impoſe THA T, or ſome 
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105 Anſwers to the Arguments for Pag; 
ſuch HUMAN TEST of Divine Truths, deſcendig 
even to a great Number f Extraeſſential Pouns, il 
Genyed, a Door is opened for all manner of Err 
and Hereſſe, to come into the Curch. We are tal 
that if thoſe publick authorized TESTS or $T/ 
DARDS of Qrthodoxy are laid afige, the uileſt H 
ticks wil! be admitted to Communion, even to MIN 
TERIAL COMMUNION in the Church; wh 
Joon as they are admitted, will propagate their DA 


0 
NABLE ERRORS, to the ſubverting of iſ: 
Souls of their Hearers, and their Ruine Or 
Purity of our holy Religion, And this is, inn of 
Opinion, the . moſt popular and plauſible Moch 
ment which has been uſed by the Gentlemen n 
the other {ide of the Queſtion, And yet, rer 
4 ſcrivus and mature Conſideration, it appears hi: 
me to be as weak and inconcluſive as the form n 
Fog in the FIRST Place, Jeſus Chriſt the u rt 
and Finiher of our Faith has commanded u Jul or 
Zhing aud we may therefore ſafely conclude, urch 
it is not a%ſolutely neceſſary, nay that there can in 
no good Reſon for it. Let Papiits ſay what weer 
will concerning the Pope, as the neceſſary Cen 
of Unity in the Chriſtian Church, and concerns [ 
ing the abſolute Neceſſity of an infallible 10 
Judge of Controverſies, to whoſe Deciſions M 
malt fubmit, in order to keep the Church uiiter 
and free from Error and Hereſy : Proteine, 
have this ſolid and ſatisfying anſwer to retum e fo 
the Infmitely wiſe G O D has thought no fe 
thing neceſſary : And therefore it is Preſumpto ud 
in poor blind Mortals to alledge, that thet tin 
an abſolute Neceſſity for it. In like mal his 
when our Brethren of the Eſtabliſhed Church r Wood 
Us, that a publick impoſed Liturgy is ablolu ther 


bead a rae oo prevent ne 


* 


n 2: the Tmpoſition of Subſcription, &c, 109 
Abuſes, which might otherwiſe be introduced 
tothe Worſhip of & O D : We anſwer, that if 
h a Liturgy had been neceſſary, our LORD 
ld certainly have left us one, or would at 
| have given Directions and Authority to cer- 
in Perſons to compoſe ſuch a Book; and to in- 
n the conſtant Uſe of it. 


ow to the Argument from the ſuppoſed 
iy of publick authorized human Standards 
Orthodox y, in order to prevent the Introduce» 
of all manner of Errors and Hereſies into the 
uch, the ſame Anſwer is ſufficient. Were 
y teally neceſſary, the Wifdom of our Re- 
ner would have inſtituted them; Chriſt would, 
that Caſe, have appointed certain Perſons in 
in Ages to draw up the neceſſary Confeſſions 
Fath, He would have given to ſuch Perſons 
fower to impoſe their Confeſſions upon the 
Khas the Terms of Chriſtian or Miniſterial 
union. But this is what he hath not done, 
der hath he authorized any Man or ſet of 
to ſupply what is ſuppoſed to be defective 


bis Laws, | 


rr, I aniwer to this Argument, That 
Methods which Jeſus Chriſt, in whom al the 
Jures of Wiſdom and Knowledge were hid, has 
for ſecuring the Belief of the ee 


of Religion, for preſerving Chriſtianity 
ad uncorrupred, and at the ſame time for 
ung any Rupture, or Breach of Communi- 
n Church, are evidently better than the 
\ q deviſed by Men for ſerving thoſe Ends. 
erefore that Method cannot be Necel · 


Tur 
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Tus Methods which the Wiſdom” of oi 
Redeemer has judged proper for promoting ti 
valuable Ends, are theſe; He has given to | 
Church a very clear and full Revelation off 
Mind of GO D; he has cauſed that Reveh 
on to be written: And th all things in Krim 
are not alike plain in themſelves, nor alike clear 
all Let thoſe things which are neceſſary to be kn 
believed and obſerved for Salvation, are ſo clearh 
pounded and opened in ſome place of Scripture or al 
that not only the Learned, but alſo the Unlearned, i 
due Uſe of the ordinary Means, may attain to a | 
cient Underſtanding of them; He has appointed i 
Bible to be the only proper Teſt and Standard 
Orthodexy in matters purely revealed; he | 
commanded all Men to ſearch after and to {pg 
the Truth in Love (aLETHEUEIN EN A404 
Eph. iv. 15.) to be fully perſuaded in, their | 
Minds, to abſtain from judging and cenſuriag 
thers upon the Account of Differences in id 
Points, and to ſhun thoſe who propogate Here 
or damnable Errors, when they are fairly coy. 
ted of this. And theſe Methods are evidem 8. - 
Wiſeſt an i Beſt for preſerving Religion in its 
tive and glorious Simplicity and Purity, aud 
keeping the Myſtical Body of Chriſt un 
They are infinitely Wiſer and Better than 
Method deviſed by Man's Wiſdom, the Net 
ty of which is aſſerted in the Argument V 
Inow anſwer ; For 


Trixdr y, The Method which ſome Wy 
for, as abſolutely Neceſſary in order to KF. 
all manner of ne and Hes oo kr 
Church, is utterly Hſufficient to aniwer "3p 
able End which is propoſed : And it l 2h 10 


tres 
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amly Dangerous. This will fully appear fr om 
| following Conſiderations. 


Ftxzsr, That if fallible Men are left at Liberty 
impoſe their human Teſts of divine Truths, . 
their publick authorized Standards of Ortho- 
y as the neceſſary Terms of Church-Com- 
mion, it may reaſonably be expected; that the 

ill often impoſe Errors inſtead of Truth : This 
$ frequently happened ſince Men began to be 
nd of that uninſtituted Method of promoting 
undneſs in the Faith. | | 


Tat Creed-makers being themſelves obnoxious 
Errors and MiStakes, They have very often 
ed upon others the Belief of their Errors and 
hate. *Tis chiefly by this Method, which is 
poſed to be abſolutely neceſſary for keeping all 
aner of Errors. and Hereſies out of the Church, 
at all manner of Errors and Herefies have been 
Jablihed and ſupported in the Church. To this 
Method all that Superſtition, Idolatry and Spiri- 
8 Tyranny which have. prevailed in the Latin 
dd Greek Churches, and all thoſe abſurd and anti- 
tural Errors which have been & are imbraced- 
dem, owe their Eftabliſhment and Support: And 
this Method many very groundleſs and unac- 
Wtable Errors have for a great while triumph d 
me of the Proteſtant Churches. I would 
ly ask any candid Perſon who differs from me 
Ithe preſent Debate, whether it ſeems probable 
olim, that if the Scriptures had always been 
Jaded as the ſole Standard of Orthodoxy, and 
eh Rule of Worſhip, Diſcipline and religi- 
Obedience in the Chriſtian Church, Tranſub- 
ation, Conſubſtantiation, the Worſhip of the bleſ 


e 


Errors, Superſtitions, Idolatries and Abuſe, | 


have found fo many Abettors in the Wotlde 


terial Communion to which nothing may | 


or ſupport thePower, the Grandeur, or the Wed 


Minds have faln through the Imperſection of! 
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ſed Virgin, -of Angels, of Saints, of the Wii 
the Croſs, and of other Rehifts, the religious War 
or Uſe of Images, the Adoration of the conſecrated Ii 
and Cup, Layz-Communion under one of the init 
Symbols only, the ſatrifice of the Maſs expiatory of i 
Sins of the Living and of the Dead, Purgatory, Ph 
antes, Papal Tndulgences, auricular Confeſſion, ſad 
deta! Alſolution, the Divine Service perjornt din i 
enknown Tongue, the Danger of ſuffering the Bil 
be read by the Laity, the Office of the Tnquition, 
Uſe of holy Water, Reſaries, &c ; I ſay, I woll 
ask any Perſon of a candid Spirit, whether 

thinks it probable, that thoſe and ſuch like ablut 


which the native Purity and Simplicity of f 
Chriſtian Religion has been deſtroyed; wol 


led Chriſtian, if the Bible had conſtantly been 
garded as the fole Teft of Orthodoxy, as ! 
ouly Rule of religious Obedience, and as col 
taining all the Terms of Chriſtian and Min 


added by any Council, Synod or Aſſembly wi 
Toever. I muſt ſay, that this appears to 
very improbable, particularly for this Real 


I plainly fee, that almdſt all the Errors 4 
Abuſes, which have been introduced into! 
Latin and Greek Churches, are calculated to td 


of the Clergy. From whence I conclude, that the 
are not Miſtakes into which Men of hond 


human Underſtanding, and the Obſcurity of 
Chriſtian Revelation, but that they have 
invented, propagated and cftabliſhed by wich 
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crafty Men with a view to ſerve their own 
i Intereſt. They appear to me to be Tares 
by che enemies of Religion, while Men 
t; while a ſacred Regard to the holy Scrip- 
8 a5 a ſufficient, and as the ouly Rule ot Religi- 
was loſt. And as for the Errors and Abuſes 
ich have either very generally, or for a conſi- 
ble while prevailed in any of the Preteſtant- 
urches, they are, for rae moſt Part, the Remains 
Popery, which were not obſerved and aboliſh- 
the Reformation, but were then impoſed as 
eſiry Terms of Chriſtian or Miniſterial Com- 
ion. And they are at this Day (as well as 
krtors, Superſtition, Idolatry, and ſpiritual 
ny of the Latin and Greek Churches) ſuppor - 
by this very Method (the Impoſition of hu- 
u Teſts) which ſome plead for, as abſolnte- 
Neceſſary to keep all manner of Errors and 
ies out of the Church. | 


AxDit is evident, That this Method does at 
Pay far greater ſervice to Error than to Truth. 
fart of the Chriſtian World in which the In- 
Mal pure and uncorrupted Chriſtianity can be 
moled to be ſerved by this Method, is very 
nd inconſiderable, if compared with thoſe 
of Chriſtendom, in which the groſſeſt Er- 
ud vileſt Abuſes are ſupported by the ſame, 
Kuo, The Greeks, the Armenians, the Georgians, 
ſas, the Aly nes and other Eaſtern Chriſ- 
wiobdcther with the Papifts, are three Fourths, 
[45 tour Fifths of the World called Chriſti- 
1 And amongit them, the moſt abſurd Errors, 
iition, idolatry, and ſpiritual Tyranny have 
icltabliſhed, and are maintained by this very 
ms. Likewiſe in the far greater part of the 

Pro 


114 Anſwers to the Arguments for Pan; 
Proteſtant World, thoſe Errors and Abuſes, which 
ſome of my Brethren on the other {ide of the 
Queſtion would be as ready to aggravate, as], ar 
ſupported and incouraged. It is therefore gyident 
that this Method of ſecuring the Belief of divine 
Truths, viz. The Impoſition of human Teſts, has a 
ways done, and is like to do, incomparably more 
ſervice to Error than to Truth, to Corruptionsin 
Religion than to pure and uncorrupted Chriſtian 


ty. 


SECONDLY, If Men who are not only fallibl 
but alſo (naturally) Proud, Paſſionate, Selfib, ju 
of their own Opinions and impatient of Contradidlint 
were authorized to impoſe their human Teſts 0 
divine Truths, it might reaſonably be expedie 
that they would inſiſt upon an agreement of Sm 
ments in thoſe Points concerning which fincere Chriſtian 
good and wiſe Men, may differ +» The Conſequenc 
of which might be the renting of the Church 0 
Chriſt into innumerable Factions to the greatDil 
honour and Prejudice of our holy Religion. | 
deed were Men allowed to impoſe their humi 
Teſts of divine Truths, and in them to deſcend! 
2 great Number of uneſſential Points, none coll 
foreſee, to what Exceſſes they might run. II 
Deciſion of innumerable Queſtions concem 
Words and Trifles, might be made the neceliſ 
Terms of Chriſtian or Miniſterial Communid! 
And thoſe Teſts might become the Fatal Eng 
of tearing into Pieces the myſtical Body of 0 
Redeemer, becauſe it is morally Impoſſible c 
any two Men, who allow themſelves to think 
matters with that Freedom which becomes tt 
ſonable Creatures, to have the ſame Sentim® 
concerning all things; and it is not lawful 25 ö 


Part 2, the Inpofition of Subſcription, Cc. 11 5. 
Man to profefs what is contrary to his real Sen- 
timents. 


Evzar one who is not utterly unacquainted 
rich the Hiſtory of the Church knows, that this 
has frequently happened ; and that it has done 
nſpeakable Miſchief. In the End of the ſecond 
entury, Victor Biſhop of Rome excommunicated 
the Ea&Zern Churches, for celebrating the Feſ- 
ral of Eaſter on the fourteenth Day of the Moon, 
nd not on the Lord's Day after. And how In- 
lotious was it for Chriſtians, upon ſo frivolous 

Account, to hate and excommunicate one a- 
other at a time when they were all expoſed to 

quent and grievous Perſecutions from the Rea- 
ben Emperours ? I do not find, that Victor and 

ebiſhops who joyned with him in excommuni- 
ung the Aſatick Churches, were ſo arrogant as 
impoſe upon the Meſtern Churches, as a neceſ- 

Term of Communion, an human Teſt con- 

Ming this Point. Had this been done, it would, 

ddably, have produced another Schiſm ; For 

no St. Jreneus and the Galick Churches agreed 
ah Victor in celebrating Eaſter on the Lord's 

y atter the fourteenth Day of the Moon, yet 

8 evident from the Letter which he, in the 
me ot thoſe Churches, wrote to Vitor upon 
t Occafion, that they could not have conſen- 
% Canon making an Agreement with them-- 


; es 11 that Matter a neceſſary Term of Com- 
: Mon. 

e (0 
K. 
re 
el 


* 
El 


— 


on the Writings of St. Epiphanius, who 
ned In the end of the fourth Century, we 
/ meſs how detrimental to Religionthe Bigo- 
1 come in that, and in the preceeding Ages 
| I was 


116 Ay ſuers to the Arguments for pat: 


was. How many innocent and probable Opinio 
does that Author mention as dreadful Herefes 
and indeavour to refute by the ſillieſt Argument 
Had the Method of ſecuring the Belief of dini 


Truths by impoſing human Teftsconcerning then 
obtained in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, and bei 
applyed to all thoſe Points, how many ſcandalo 
Schiſms would it have produced ? { 
15 y 
T Is well known, that in later Ages when 1 
idle and ambitious Churc h- Men have differed a 
Words, or things wholly foreign to Chriſtianit 
Councils and Synods have been called, bold e. 
ciſions have been made, new Creeds have all i 
coyn'd, and new Schiſms, Tumults and Pere t 
tions have been raifed in the Chriſtian World. T 
would be endleſs to recite all the impertinent QI 
tions, which have been decided by Eccleſati ri: 
Authority; and all the Miſchiefs, which the u 0 
ſition of human Teſts concerning ſuch Queſi Fo 
have cauſed. | tur 
2 
T is no Wonder that a narrow impoſing 1 
prevail'd, while the generality of Chriſtians, 0 Cl: 
ed, were ſtupid enough to believe the Infalii be: 
of the Church, and to pay a mighty Vene /:; 
and an abſolute blind Obedience to her Dec Sb 
Bur that ſuch a Spirit has continued among fi the, 
rants is truly amazing: And yet it is certain, ern 
they alſo have been miſerably divided by re, 
the Publick authorized Standards, not only 0 fins 
Lutheran, but alſo of ſeveral of the Cato a Te 
Churches, Articles are contained, which, Wi 
they be true or falſe, are certainly of too {12 W 
portance to be made the neceſſary Terms ot & Pu 
munion. In the Church of Bremen, Cd Aden 
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for the Miniſtry are obliged to profeſs that they 
believe, the Decrees of GOD to be the very Eſ- 
ſence of GOD, and not to depend upon his free 
Will. In the celebrated Helvetick Formula: Con- 
ſnſus, the divine Authority of the Hebrew Points 
in the old Teſtament, is aſſerted; a thing which 
few Learned Men, who are not obliged to ſub- 
ſcribe that Formula, are able to believe; and 
which is not of ſufficient Importance to be made 
Term of Communion. 3 


Mr i z it neceſſary, I could mention ſome Pro- 
poſitions contained in the Mminſter-Conſeſſion, 
which, however probable they may be, are nei- 
ther Ind iſputable, nor of very great Moment. 
This is no Reflection caſt upon the Venerable Af- 
ſembly which compoſed that Book; for any Di- 
vine, or number of Divines may freely give their 
Opinions, and the Reaſons of them, concerning 
Points which are doubtful and of an inferior Na- 
ture. And I ſee no Reaſon to imagine, that the 
Veftminſter-Aſſembly ever dreamt of making their 
Confeſſion a Teſt of Orthodoxy to Miniſters, or 
Chriſtians. It never was ſubſcribed by any Mem- 
ber ol that Aſſembly, beſides the Prolocutor, Aſſeſ- 
ſors and Clerks, juſt as the Acts of our Synods are 
Wbſcribed by the Moderator and Clerk, whether 
they be agreeable to their own private Judgments, 
r no. Nor do I know that any Man was requie 
red, for the ſpace of forty. Years after the compo- 


lng of that Book, to Subſcribe or Aſſent to it, as 
2 Term of Communion. | 


Wr are told, indeed, by the Reverend Mr. 
245 Me, that the Scots Commiſſioners in that 
Allembly propoſed, that the Anſwers in the 

Shorter 
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Shorter Catechiſm ſhould be ſubſcribed by all the 
Members of the Aſſembly; intending, as is pro- 
bable, to make them a Teſt of Orthodoxy. But 
the ſame Author tells Us, that the Aflembly 
rejected this Motion, a conſiderable Member 
having ſpoke againſt it as an unwarrantable Re- 
gard and plain Impoſition. And this Hiſtory de- 
ſerves to be believed, for Mr. Me was a Member 
of that Aſſembly; his Beams of former Light in 
which he relates that Fact, was publiſhed A 
1660 when a great many Members of that A. 
ſembly were yet alive; Hz has nor, that I know 
of, been contradicted in this Point; and confi 
dering his known Zeal for Liberty, and that he 
was a Diſſenting Member, there is no Cauſe to 
ſuſpe&, that he would give too favourable a 
Character of the Moderation of that Afﬀembly. 
Likewiſe, as has been obſerved, that Aſſembly 
hath declared, that GOD hath left our Corſcien- 
ces free from the Commandments of Men which 
are Contrary to, or beſide his Word; that we 
ought not to make the fallible Deciſions of Coun- 
cils and Synods, the Rule of our Practice; and 
that we are bound by the Laws of GO D to ex 
read our Charity and Communion, as GOD 
giveth Opportunity, to all who in every place cal 
upon the Lox p Jesus. And by the Adxice 
which that Aſſembly gave to the Parliament con- 
cerning the Ordination of Miniſters, it abun- 
dantly appears, that they were not fond of Impo- 
ſitions of this Nature. They do not recommend 
the requiring of Candidates an Aſſent or Subſcny- 
tion to any publick authorized Teſt of Orthodo- 
xy; but they adviſe, that the Perſon to be o- 
dained be asked concerning his Faith in Jeſus C it 


and his Perjuafion of the Truth of the RE EDN 


pat 2. the Impoſition of Subſcription, &c. 119 


RELIGION according to the SCRIPTURE S--——his 
Teal and Faithfulneſs in maintaining the Truth of the 
Giſtel, and UNITY of the Church again# Error ard 
ſm. From whence I conclude that the Majo- 
icy of that venerable Aſſembly were in their 
Judgment againſt the Impoſition of Human Teſts: 
And would have abhorr'd the thoughtof making 
- Wh Subſcription to their own Confeſſion a Term of 
| Wi Communion to Miniſters, or Chriſtians. As for 
chat they ſay, that the Candidate muſt bring (to 
„oe prelbytry) with him a Teſtimonial of his taking 
the Covenant of the three Kingdoms, this I would im- 
„dre rather to the Bigotry of thoſe who were then 
en Civil Authority, than to the Uncharitableneſs 
the Major Part of that Aſſembly ; tho' it is very 
probable, that ſome of the Members of it were too 
nuch inclined to narrow the Terms of Chriſtian 
nd Miniſterial Communion. And, in my Opini- 
0, they would have exceedingly narrowed the 


Terms of Communion, had they impoſed their 
on Confeſſion as a Teſt of Orthodoxy. Tho 


ber Book contains a valuable Abridgment of the 
nd body of Divinity, yet it is very unfit to be made 
Ted, becauſe it deſcends to a prodigious num- 
Deer © extraeſſential Points, ſome of which are 
all WW <onotful and of ſmall Importance. Had they there- 
ice bre inſiſted upon a Subſcription to their Confeſ- 
on- , they would have rendered a new Schiſm in 
u e Church Unaroidable, 


' Iſhall add one Reflection more under the two 
mentioned Heads of my Anſwer to the above 
Aument for the Impoſition of Subſcription ; 
-<. that if a Power were committed to Men, 
Y ate not only falible, but alſo prowd, paſſionate 
ixpatient of Conttadiction {and ſuch all Men 

EK naturally 
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naturally are) to impoſe their Human Teſts gf 
Divine Truths as neceſſary Terms of Communion; 


It might be expected of them, nor only that they p 
would ſometimes impoſe Error inſtead of Truth, Ml : 
and ſometimes make Teſts concerning very frivo- « 
jous and doubtful Things, but alſo that the * 
would by that Method, labour to ſupport 6 A 
their own Miſtakes or uncertain Opinions. Men : . 
ſeldom ſeek to fupport their Notions by Auth "1 
rity, but when they are diffident of their Aręu- * 
ments. We have at this Day a very notable I- % 
ſtance of this. The Reformed Churches abroal il 5 a 
are very deſirous of a Reunion with the Lutherans D 
and arc willing to leave Chriſtians at Liberty to 
believe or disbelieve the Doctrine of Conſubſiar WF ge. 
tiation, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe. But the Luthe-W In, 
rans can by no Means be perſuaded to drop the a 
Impoſition of their human Teſts concerning that Wi de 
Doctrine; probably becauſe they find, that it ci be 
not be ſupported by any other Method. rar 
Turnprr, Tr will appear, that the Method 4 1 
deviſed by Man's Wiſdom for keeping all Manet 11 
of Errors and Hereſies out of the Church, 9c... 
the Impoſition of human Teſts, is inſufficient ., 
anſwer that End, and extreamly dangerous, if ue Ul, 
conſider; that thoſe Impoſitions have no n Tru 
Tendency to ſerve the Intereſtsof Truth, but onthe Ty 


contrary they have a direct Tendency to divert r Foy 
from attending to that which gives the g1can We... 
Security to Truth, viz. It's own , Evidence ug 


Exceleacy. Theſe give to Truth a ſufficient Ae, 
vantage over Error: And our great F ropbe hey y. 
has by the Goſpel-Revelation ſet the moſt or 
cellent Truths in the cleareſt and ſtronge be 


E | 
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TRUTH is the Natural Food of the Soul, 
by which rhe Mind is nouriſhed and retreſhed. 
No Man is willingly deceived. No Man ſincerely 
imbraces Error, but under the ſpecious Appearance 
of Truth. No Man openly eſpouſes what in his 
own Conſcience he knows to be an Error, but with 


WE : Vicw to gratify his Luſts, and to ſerve his 
VI on ſecular Intereſt. Truth does not need to be 
WY fpported by thoſe Prejudices, which may chance 
"WH it ny time to be raiſed in Favour of it by the 
"WT Inpolition of Human Teſts of Orthodoxy. 
"WT Error cannot ſtand without ſuch Props, but 
1 Ly delpiſes them and 15 diſtonoured by them, 
bender Men honeſt and unprejudiced, ſerious 
0 BY 2d diligent in their Inquiries : And Truth de 
ies no more. Now will any Man ſay that the 
F lapoſtion of Human Teſts, has a Tendency to 
, render Men honeſt and unprejudiced, ſerious and 


Uhgent in their Inquiries ? Certainly this cannot 
be ſaid. I have, as I think fully proved, the con- 4 
e in my third Argument againſt impoſed | 
0 Teſts : They certainly give a dreadful Byaſs | 
o the Underſtanding, and tend to fright 


ct | 2 4 „* 6 
15 Men from thoſe free and diligent Searches. | 
T to Wer Truth, which they might otherwiſe make. 1 


Tis therefore evident, that they have no natu- 


we 
vu al, no general T endency to do Setvice to the 
« the Truth, bur quite contrary to do it infitiite Pre- 


dice, 


Fourraly, This will further appear if we con- 
ler, that Error and Hereſy while concealed (it 
be poſſible to conceal Hereſy) can hurt no 
Hay, ſave the Perſon infected with them. And 
"7 Who are known to introduce damnable Er- 
or Hereſies, are by the Laws of the Goſpel 
be ar0ided, But if a Man has not done this, can 
R 1 
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it do any Service to the Cauſe of Truth, to force 
him by Inquiſitory Engines to declare the Secret 
Thoughts of his Heart, and to diſcloſe thoſe 
Opinions, Doubts and Scruples, about which he 
might otherwiſe have been ſilent. Error and He- 
rely when propagated become hurtful to thou: 
jands: And I am perſuaded, that by the Impoſi 
tions of which I ſpeak, Men hare often been 
obliged to divulge thoſe Miſtakes, which other: 
wiſe they would not have divulged : And hate 
been involved in fierce Contentions, which other: 
wiſe they would have ſhunned ; to the great 
Detriment, both of Truth and Peace, 

LasTLY, that the Method of preſerving Truth, 
or which ſome very warmly contend, is inſut 
ficient, and extremely dangerous, will appear, It 
we conſider ; that the Impoſition of Human 
Teſts of Divine Truths cannot poſſibly ſecure tie Co 
Belief of them : Aud that in as far as it contributes n fal 


the Belief of them, it renders that Belief unacceptal Will (xr 
to G O D, and unprofitable to Men. Thoſe Teſts din 
ay, cannot give Us any good Security, that the Wi poſ 
Truths which we would guard by them, are, o Wi me; 
ſhall be belicved. It can never convince a Ma Wi Re: 
(who judges rationally) of the Truth or Fa Wi whi 
hood of any Propoſition, that it is affirmed, ot bon 
denyed in a publick, authorized Standard of Or, 
thodoxy drawn up by Men, who are lyable o Arg 
innumerable Miſtakes, Neither can we be fur WI Me 
that all who ſubſcribe, or aſſent to ſuch ni fer. 
fincerely believe them. It without any ſuffic WW Tru 
ent Ground, we may ſuſpe& a Man to wu aR 
Heretick before he has ſubſcribed, we may, Vi" 

as good Reaſon, be pleaſed after his Sublet T 
to ſuſpect him of Unſincerity. Ir is certain, 4 


Perions 


Human Teſs have been ſubſcribed, by un{incere 
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Perſons, Hereticks are ſel condemned Sinners, Tit. 
ii. 11. And Hereſes are Works of the Fleſh, Gai, 
. 20. And it is very natural for a ſelf-condemned 
Sinner, kor one, in whom the Fleſh, :. e. the moral 
Pravity of the Human Nature 1s the governing 
Principle, to act an unſincere Part, if he find that 
by this Means he may ſerve his own Secular In- 
ret. I know no Teſt of Sincerity beſides that 
ir WT which our Saviour mentions, Mat. vii. 1620. 
vc e bal know them by their Fruits, &c, 


Ax p the Belief of the Important Truths of 
Religion, as far as it is the Fruit and Effect of 
inpoled Human Teſts of Orthodoxy, ſo far muſt 
ſt be unacceptable to GO D, and unprofitable 
o Men. If out of a Regard to Human Authority, 
ad to thoſe Terms of Chriſtian or Miniſterial 
Communion, which have been eſtabliſhed by 
ſalible Men, any Man imbraceth, without a 
ſerous and impartial Examination, thoſe Doc- 
tes which are true and right, there cannot 
poſſibly be any Vertue, or Praiſe in this. *Tis 


„reer by Chance that he has not, for the ſame 
Man Reaſons, imbraced the vileſt and groſſeſt Errors; 
ale which he certainly would have done, had he been 
15 mina Region or Age, in which ſuch Errors 


ae, or have been ſupported, by the ſame Method. 


eg And{urcly that muſt be a bad Method of ingaging 
r- en to believe the Truth, which as far as it 
eld; 


ſerves that End, muſt ſo far render the Belief of 


Truth unacceptable to GOD, and uncapable of 
a Reward, | 


Tur above Anſwers to the Argument from 
tne ſuppoſed IVeceſſity of impoſing Human Teſts, 
PM to me to be very full and ſatisſac- 

R 2 tory 
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tory, The high Eſtecm and Veneration which 
we ought to have far the infinite Wiſdom aut 
Goodiefs of G O D, ſhould induce Us to beligee, 
that the Methods which he has inſtituted for 
preſerving the Truths of Religion pure and un- 
corrupted, and for preventing any Breach of 
Charity and Communion in his Church, are the 
wilelt and beſt, We alſo ſee that the Methids 
which Chriſt has appointed, are in themſelves 
infinitely wiſe and equitable, and well adapted 
to ſerve thoſe valuable Purpoſes. On the other 
hand, we perccive the Method of Human Impoſ 
tions, deviſed by Man's Witdom, to be uten! 
*nſufficient to anſwer the End proppſed, viz, the 
Security of Truth, and to be alſo extremely dung 
70125. It has no natural Tendency to render Men 
impartia} ana diligent in their Inquiries, but on 
the contrary a direct Tendency to divert them 
from attending to that which chiefly ſupports 
and recommenas Truth, viz, It's own Evidence 
and Excellency. It is a Method calculated to do 
incomparably more ſervice to Error than to Truth. ff at 
This is what it has always done, and what it nine 
certainly does at this Day. It is a Method car ve ſ 
culated to render Schiſms in the Chriſtian Church Mbit: 
unavoidable. It has made innumerable Schilms, 
which at this Day it perpetuates and renders 107 
curable. By this Method Men are often forced 
to declare thoſe Doubts, Scruples or Opinions 
winch they might otherwiſe have concealed; 
and they have thus been ingaged in fierce Con: 
rentions to the unſpeakable Prejudice both ot 
Truth and Peace. This Method of ſerving the 
Intereſs of Truth cannot poſſibly convince tie 
judgment of any Man, who acts rationally. * 
cannot diſcover ro Us what the rgal Senrimer' 
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of Hereticks, 1. e. of wicked and carnal Men 

axe, And if in any Meaſure it contributes to the 

Belief of Truth, it mult in ſo far take away from 
that Belief, all worthineſs of Praiſe or Reward. 

Theſe are things which cannot with any Modeſty 

or Shadow of Reaſon be ſaid concerning the 

Methods of promoting Truth and Peace, which 

Chriſt has inſtituted. Theſe Things were all 
known to our Redeemer : And they abundantly 
uſtify the Wiſdom of his Inſtitutions. In tlus 
Caſe therefore it is maniteſt, that the Folie of 
GOD is wifer than Men, and the Weakneſs of 
60D Stronger than Men. 


Brs1DEs this, it becomes Us to conſider, 
at if auy Tuconventencies accidentally follow upon 
our cloſs Adherence to the Methods, which Chriſt 
las inſtituted for maintaining Truth and Unity, 
ey are not chargeable upon Us. But we are 
certainly accountable fox all the bad Effects, which 
Methods of our own deviſing do produce. And 
If at any time the Chureh is threatned with im- 
ment Danger, this is, indeed, a Reaſon why 
ve lhonld faſt, and pray, and truſt in G O P, 
hit it is no juſt Reaſon why we ſhould go out 
0 0ur Owen Sphere, or take any unwarrantable 
ters. We are to remember, that the Anger of 
de LORD ſmote Uæzaßh for his Error, in taking 
hold of the Ark of GOD, tho' with a View to 
pevent it's Fall, 2 Sam. Vi. 6, 7. 101 


Bur this Argument from the Danger ot 
1g a Door to all manner of Errors and 
creſtes to come into the Church, if publick, 
worked, human Standards of Orthodoxy are 
impoſes, is urged further from the Conſide- 


ration 
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ration of thoſe Errors which are ſaid to prey i 
at this Day. We are told, that Ariaziſm ot Wi! 
Semi-Arianiſm very much prevails in England; and WWW! 
that one or two of the Engliſh Diſſenters are aid 
to be infected with it. And, therefore that Hu- 


man Teſts are particularly neceſſary at this Junc- Wt 
ture, | D 
rel 
I anſwer, 1, That were all this granted, e. 
it could never juſtify thoſe Teſts, when they de. 
cend to a great Number of Points of an infcriour WM"! 
Nature and of doubtful Diſputation. 2. TA. 
a Man who maintains damnable Errors or Het N. 
ſies may be rejected, when this is fairly prayed cor 
againſt him. 3. That no pretended Neceſſty 
can juſtify thoſe who aflume a Power which!“ 
Chriſt has not granted them, wiz. that of maki 
new religious Laws to be obeyed by the Su" 
jects of Chriſt, under the Penalty of Non-ConyW” / 
munion. 4. That this very Inſtance proves 
the Inſufficiency of Human Teſts of OrthodowM. 
to keep even this particular Error out of t 
Church : For the Perſons referred to, have fuvgWQ*"* 
ſcribed the firſt Article of the Church of Eee 
the Nicene and the Athanaſian Creeds, and hag" 
wreſted them as much as any Man, ever wrelteQJ'l, 
the Words of Scripture. 5. That Avianiſm a * 
Semi-Arianiſm may be refuted by Scriptult 77 
Arguments. Were I not convinced of this let 
could not much depend upon any Support fro In 
Human Teſts, which in different Ages and Re * 
gions of the World have been both for and again 43 
thoſe Errors. 6. That a Man may, by perl 0 yh 
before his Ordainers, or by dravring up i a 
own Words a Confeſſion of his Faith, of © My fer © 
cimen of his ? Acquaintance with the ChritiaMW'cing 


Docttint 
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Doctrine, and of his Aptneſs to teach it, give 
them a far more rational Satisfaction concerning 
the Principles and Grounds of his Faith, than by 
ubſcribing a Cart- Load of Creedsand Confeſſions 
compoſed by other Men before he was born into 
the World. 7. That from a ſacred Regard tothe 
Deity of Chriſt, I refuſe Obedience to thoſe 
xligious Laws, which have been ſuperadded to 
ee Laws of the Goſpel, and reject all thoſe 
il. WJ iccms of Chriſtian or Miniſterial Communion, | 

our vhich Men have deviſed without his Authority: | 
ed think that this is what the inſpired Apoſtle 
ere dt. Paul directs Us to do, Col, 11. 8, 9, IO, Verſes 
compared. Beware, ſays he, lest any Man ſpoil 
ju through Philoſophy and vain Deceit, after the 
Tradition of Men, after the Rudiments of the World, 
and not after Chriſt : For in him duelleth all the 
Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily ; and ye are complete 


it him, 


Ax p here I cannot but complain of the In- | 
juſtice of thoſe, who will traduce as Enemies to 

the ſupreme Deity of Chriſt, all who declare for 
the cloſſeſt Adherence to his Laws: And who are 
willing to admit of any other Terms of Com- 
munion than thoſe which he has inſtituted. The 
alpired Apoſtle from this very Doctrine infers, 
that in the Buſineſs of Religion we ought to 
Ulregard the Tradition of Men and the Ele- 


t h nents of the World. Is ir not then hard and | 
d Re kind to repreſent Men as Enemies to this 0 
aa octrine, meerly, becauſe they perform a Duty, 
ache which, as St. Paul declares, the Belief of this | 


Dosrine obliges them? And indeed, the A- 
falle Argument is exceeding ſtrong. For 
Kung that in Jeſus Chriſt a! the Fulneſs of the 
Godhead, 


— — — . —— 
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Godhead, i. e. the Divine Nature with all . 
infinite Perfections, dwelſerh bodily, 3. e. truly, 
it is evident, that we ought not to pur the L 
and Traditions of Men upon a Level with his t 
Laws, by making them the Rule of our religt 1 
ous Obedience; and that we ought not to pn 
the fame Regard to the Terms of Commumo © 
deviſed by Men, without his Authority, which p. 
we pay to thoſe Terms of Communion, which *! 
he hath inſtituted. ſy 
| c 

TAHIAPDI , Attempts have been made U! 
ſome Paſſages of Scriptures, to juſtify the Imp £ 
ſitions to which I {cruple.a Submiſſion, And 4 
q 

Frns r Some have argued from the Corea V 
made in the Days of Ezra and Nehemiah to col er 
according to the Law of G O D, and to retorn 2 
ſome Abuſes of which we read, Ez. x. NH 
. Chap. M 
1 anſwer, Firſt, that Ezra and Nehemiah wei 
Civi! Magiſtrates : And I never have denyed 0888 
Magiirares a Power to puniſh thoſe Crimes vl 
\vhich their Subjects have been injured; the Sate tt2 
of the State indangered, and the Laws of tn" , 


Cotmtry violated : T never hare denyed t be. 


Magiſtrates a proper Authority to oblige 112 2nd 
Subje&s to obey the Laws of the Land; to mak war 
inch Political Regulations as appear to Ther (re 
neceſfary ; and to call upon thoſe under the inp 
Authority to repent of the Treſpaſſes comm! ur 
againſt the known Laws of GO D. And this in { 
All chat Ezra and Nehemiah did, Ezra ( Chaptetx ra 
reproved the Peopic for taking to them Lag Mb 


Fives, contrarr to the known Law of 


911” 
1. 
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Deut. vii. 3. And called upon them to confefs their 


din, and to put away thofe Wives: The People 
readily acknowledged their Guilt, and promiſed 
to do as he had faid. Was this to impoſe human 
Teſts of divine Truths, defcending to a great 
number of uneſſential Points, as a neceffary Term 
of Communion ? Do J 1mpoſe an human Teſt u- 


pon a Man, when J charge him to repent of a 


din againſt the known Law of his Creator? Does 
ſuch an one ſubmit to an human Teſt; when he 
confefles his Sin, and promiſes Amendment? 
Tis true, indeed, that Shechaniah had propoſed to 
Exya to oblige the People to put away alſo the 
Children born of ſtrange Wives, Verſe 3, but we 
eo not find, that this Motion was proſecuted, 
Verſe 11. probably becauſe this thing was not 
exiprelly determined by the Law of GOD; tho 
ſereral very plauſible Arguments might have been 


3 from the divine Law, in favour of that 
otlon, 


Tavs alſo we read (Nehemiah v.) that he 
1uked ſmartly the Nobles, and the Rulers of the 
jus, for exacting Uſury of their Brethren, con- 
ry to the known Law of GOD, Exod. xxii. 
5, Lev. xxv. 35, 36, 37. Deut. xxiii. 19. That 
be obliged them by an Oath to make Reſtitution, 
ndthat he denounced a Curſe againſt thoſe, who 
Y0ud not perform that Promife. But what Re- 
rence has this to the preſent Debate? Did he 
Mpoſcupon the Jews as a neceffary Term of Com- 
anion an human Teſt of divine Truths? did he 
n fuch a Teſt deſcend to a great number of ex- 
tcaeſſential Points > Certainly this cannot be ſaid 
VI the!cat Shew of Reaſon, 


8 LIxE WISE 


| 
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LIEEWIS FE, (Nehemiah Chap. ix. and x.) we 
read, that the Fews conſidering ſeriouſly the Cal; 
mities, which they had brought upon themſelve 
by rebclling againſt the known Laws of GOD] 
eutred into a Curſe and into an Oath, to walk in GON! 
Law, which was given by Moſes the ſervant of GOD 
and to obſerve and do all the Commaudmeuts of the Lud 
aud his Judgments and his Statutes. And Nehemiah 
recites ſome of the divine Laws, which at tha 
time they were, eſpecially, tempted to violate; and 
which, particularly, they therefore ingaged them 
ſelves to obey: But we read nothing in thok 
. Chapters concerning the Impoſition of hum 
Teſts of divine Truths in a great number of un 
eſſential Points, as neceſſary Terms of Communi: 


on with the Jewiſh Church. 


As for the Ordinance which they made i 
charge themſelves yearly with the third part of a Sheleh 
for the ſervice of the Houſe of God, it was a Tat 
which Nehemiah, by his Commiſſion from the 
King of Perſia, was impower'd to levy, and which 
the Jews voluntarily obliged themſelves to pajl 
And the Agreement which they made to bring 1g 
Wood-offering into the Houſe of God according to d. 
Houſes of their Fathers, at times appointed Tear 0 
Tear, to burn upon the altar of the Lord, as it is will 
ren in the Lau; was no more than a prudent Re 
gulation, relating to the natural and necelia!y 
Circumſtances of a Duty, required by the dining 
Law. And ſuch Regulations I have allowe 
every worſhipping Society a Power to agit*" 
pon. 


T 1s therefore evident, That were the 2 
done by Exra and Nehemiah Precedents for d = 
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9 follow, they could do no Service to the Gentle- 

nen on the other fide of the Queſtion in the pre- 

ent Debate And it is alſo certain, That what 

they did ought not to be drawn into Precedent by 

Ecclefiaſtical Aſſemblies, becauſe they were Civil 
Mazitrates, I am of Opinion, that no Proteſ- 

unt Synod will preſume to judge Civil Cauſes, to 

ry Taxes, and to inforce their Deciſions by 

the ſame Penalties, which Ezra and Nehemiah in- 

lited on thoſe who refuſed to obey their Edicts. 

We read Ezra x. 7, 8. that he cauſed Proclamati- 
to le made throughout Judah and Jeruſalem unto all 
tle Children of the Captivity, that they ſheuld aſſemble 
temſelves together unto Jeruſalem, and that whoſoever 
wuld not come in three Days according to the Counſel 
ofthe Princes, and of the Elders, all hisſubſtance ſhould 
forfeited, &c. And Nehemiah tells Us, Chap. xiii. 
23, 24, 25. that having found ſome who had bro- 
en the Oath, into which they had brought them- 
ſelves, he contended with them, and curſed them, and 
ſm#t2 certain of them, and pluckt off their Hair, aud 
made them ſwear to do ſo no more. Will any Pro- 
teſtant ſay, that Synods have a Power to inforce 
their Deciſions by confiſcating the Eſtates of Men, 
ad by puniſhing their Perſons ? 


Secondly, To the above Argument I anſwer, 
That it does not appear to me, that in Matters 
Purely Religious the Authority of Eccleſiaſtical 
Councils, even when it is ſupported by the Civil 
Magiſtrate, is equal to the Authority of Exra and 
Mbemiah, in ſome Matters which were partly of 
"Religious Nature. Nay I think this very 1mpro- 
bable for theſe two Reaſons, 


F12.5T, Becauſe Ezra and Nehemiah were very 
S | extras 
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extraordinary Perſons, whom G0 had raiſed 
up, for reſtoring the Jewiſh Policy and Religion 
And they generally were under the unerring Con- 
duct of the Spirit of GOD. Whereas neither 
Civil Magiſtrates, nor Eccleſiaſtical Councils can WM i. 
now pretend to immediate Inſpiration. Secoudl, , 
Becauſe the Jewiſh Common-wealth was certain: Ml ..; 
ly under a Ty: ocRacy or divine Goveti: tha 
ment. Their Civil as well as their religious Laus 

were giyen them of GOD : And he had granted, ] 
Deut. xvii. 8-—-13. to the Prieſts, the Levites, and Wl pro 
the Judges whom he would raiſe up a proper, Au- u. 
thority to decide ali Criminal and Civil Contro- be 
verſies, which were then partly Religious Ones, the Wl ty, 
Laws by which they were to be determined being bor 
divinely inſpired ; And he had commanded the Wi joy 
Jews under the Pain of Death to be ſubje& to theit WM LO 
Decitions. Whereas Jeſus Chriſt (whoſe Kingdon 
is not of this World) has not given Us a Body ot 
Civil Laws inforced by Civil Sanctions. His 
Laws are all Spiritual and Divine, and the San. 
ctions of them are taken from the Rewards and 
Puniſhments of the other World. Thoſe Laus 
he has delivered with ſo much Clearneſs, that 
Men of the meaneſt Capacities may attain to 3 
ſufficient Underſtanding of them. And in Points 
which are dark and doubtful, he has not author 
rized any of his Subjects to impoſe their Sent 
ments on thoſe who differ from them. In fuck 
Caſes, he has injoyned the Exerciſe of mutul 
Charity and Forbearance. In thoſe Matters, be 


has not commanded Us to be determined by à%0 
human Authority; but on the contrary, he has 
pbliged Us to ſuſpend our Judgment and Pac 
tice, as long as things appear doubtful to our o 


Underſtandings, 


II. Anor 
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Il. Another Text of Scripture by which ſome 
indeavour to juſtify the Impoſitions againſt which 
Ireaſon, is, L{aiah xliv. 5. where the Prophet forc- 
tels, that one ſhall ſay, I am the LORD's, and ano- 
ther ſpall call himſelf by the Name Jacob, and ano- 
ther hal SUBSCRIBE with his Hand to the LORD; 
and Siraame himſelf by the Name of Iſrael." It is {aid 
that SUBSCRIPTION is here propheſied of. 


I anſwer, 1. That I know not how 1t can be 
proved, that this Prophecy relates to the Chriſti- 
u Church. The meaning of the Words ſeems to 
be this, that after their Return from the Captivi- 
ty, the Bleſſing of GQP upon the Jews would be 
ſo remarkable, that many of the Gentiles would 
joyn themſelves to them, and acknowledge the 
LORD to be their GOD. 2. That I ſee no 
Reaſon for Underſtanding theſe Words in a liter- 
aldenſe. The Phraſe 0 Sub/cribe with the Hand 
0 the LORD, appears to me to be figurative, and 
to ſignify to profeſs Subjection to him; And to 
dude ro what was cuſtomary when Princes took 
a Cenſus or Account of their Subjects. 3. If to 
duſcribe with the Hand muſt here be underſtood 
maliteral Senſe, J ſee no cauſe for explaining it 
concerning Subſcription to human Teſts of divine 
Truths, deſcending to a great number of uneſ- 
ſential Points, and impoſed as the neceſſary Terms 
0 Chriſtian or Miniſterial Communion. 4. Jam 
umbly of Opinion, that as good an Argu- 
nent may be drawn from theſe Words, why 


ery Chriſtian ſhould be named Jacob and Sir- 
named Iſrael. | 


| Brronr I proceed any further, I ſhall beg 
"are to remark upon the two Scriptural Argu- 
ments 
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ments for the Impoſition of Subſcription, which 

I have anſwered. Firs, That it is a little ſur: 
priſing to find Chriſtians reaſoning from the Or- 
cles ot the old Teſtament, concerning what ought 
to be in the Goſpel-Church ; ſeeing that Jeſus 
(Chriſt has given us in the new Teſtament a much 
clearer and fuller Diſcovery of the Mind of GOD 
concerning that Matter. And Secondly, that l 
think it ſtrange to hear Proteſtant - Diſſenters argu- 
ing for the Impoſition of human Teſts of Ortho- 
doxy, from what is ſuppoſed to have been among 
the Jews ; ſince it can be made appear, that for 
very many Ages they have had, and ſtill hare 
publick authorized Liturgies, whereas it can hard: 
ly be proved, that any human Creed or Confeſ 
ſion was ever 1mpoſed amongſt them as a Tel 
of Orthodoxy. | 


III. Som et have attempted to vindicate the 
Impoſitions, of which I ſpeak, by an Argument 
drawn from Acts viii. 36, 37. where we ae ing 
told, that Philip the Evangeliſt having, by tie Wl In; 
Direction of the holy Ghoſt, preached the Faith | 
of Chriſt to an Ethiopian Eunuch, they came t03 [ 
certain Place where there was Water; that when Wi fact 
the Eunuch ſaw it, he ſaid to Philip, hat doth vi Wi arg) 
der me to be baptized ; That Philip ſaid, if thou le. for: 
lieveſt with all thine Heart, thou mayeſt ; and that 1,7 
the Eunuch having anſwered, Ibelieve, that (uM whi 
Chriſt is the Son of God, was upon that Conteſſi0" BY eng, 
of his Faith baptized by the Evangeliſt. " we 
ſaid, that the Words, in which the Eunuch exp!” ¶ do 
ſed his Faith, were not ſcriptural, becauſe the e, live 
Teſtament was not yet written ; that the Conte Bl play 
Fon which he made was required as à Term % lin 


. | ave 
Communion ; and conſequently, that we 1. 
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here a Precedent for requiring, as a Term 
of Communion, human Teſtsof divine Truths. 


l anſwer, Firſt, That a much better Argument 
maybe formed trom this Hiſtory for proving, that 
publck Authorized human Teſts of divine Truths, 
eſpecially when they deſcend to a great number 
of uneſſential Points, ought not to be impoſed, as 
the neceſſary Terms of Communion. Philip al- 
uv WT lowed the Eunuch to profeſs in his own Words his 
0- Aſent to the Chriſtian Doctrine. The Eunuch's 
"0 Wl Confeſſion conſiſted of one neceſſary Propoſition only. 
o' Upon this Conteflion an inſpired Evangeliſt ad- 
ve WT mitted him to Communion. Shall we, then, 
rd WF who are fallible, who may be miſtaken concern- 
ing a great many things, preſume to reject all 
elt WM thoſe from Communion, who will not Aſſent to 
above a thouſand Propoſitions dictated by Us; 
many of which relate to Points of an inferior Na- 
ture, and of doubtful Diſputation. Or who dare 
not ſubmit to an Eccleſiaſtical Canon exclud- 


ing all thoſe who refuſe Submiſſion to ſuch an 
Impoſition. 


Secondly, J anſwer, That from this piece of 
ſacred Hiſtory, TI might with more probability 
argue thus; We have here a Scripture-Precedent 
or admitting to Communion all who ſhall confeſs, 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, a Confeſſion 
which is now Scriptural. This Confeſſion was 
enough to ſatisfy an inſpired Evangeliſt : And ſhall 
weak fallible Men dare to require any more? I 
do not ſay, that this Reaſoning would be conclu- 
ive; but J am ſure, that it would be more 
plauſible, and much ſtronger than that, to which 

am now obliged to reply. | 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Lanſwer, That it cannot be proved, 3 
chat the Words in which the Eunuch confeſſed his | 
Faith were not Inſpired. They are probably the 1 
very Words which the inſpired Evangeliſt ſpake to e 
him. That Jeſus Chriss is the Son of God, or the! 
Meſhah, whom the Ernnch, who was a Proſelyte 
of the Gate did expect, was probably the great 
important Truth, of which Philip had convinced 
him: And if this was the Cafe, it will be impol 
ſible, from this Hiſtory, to prove, that Chriſtians 
may be obliged to confeſs their Faith in uninſpired 


Words, even tho' they are allowed to uſe Word: 
of their own chuſing. 


FourtlSh, IL anfwer, That what Philip is recotd- 
ed to have done, can only be a Precedent in the 
like Cafe, And, if it will do any Service to the 
Gentlemen on the other de of the Queſtion, | 
will grant, that when an inſpired Perſon appears 
and convinces Men of the divine Authority of 
Religion, which has not yet been drawn up MN 
Writing; he may before he acknowledges the 
to be of that Religion, require 2 Declaration of 
their Aflent to the Truth of it, which, in that 
Caſe, mult be given in Words which cannot poſlr 
bly be Scriptural, 


IV. Souꝝ have reaſoned for the Impoſition 0 
human Teſts of divine Truths 28 Terms of Com- 
munion, from thoſe Texts in which Chriſtians ate 
commanded to glorify God with one Mind and dt 
Mouth, Rom. xv. 6. to {peak the ſame things, and 1 
be perfectly joyned togerher in the ſame Mind, aud i 
te ſame Judgment, 1 Cor. i. 10. to be of om Pr 
vit, of one accord, and of one Mind, Phil. i. 27. U 


S * 
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[ anſwer, Firſt, That I have already proved, 
that the Impoſition of Human Creeds and Con- 
lions, eſpecially, when they deſcend to à great 
Number of Points, which are of an inferior Na- 


we Tendency to alicnate thæ Affections of Chriſtians, 
bir them into innumerable Factions, and to 
of. W-petuate thoſe Schiſms and Diverſities of O- 


pions, which are among them at this Day: 
nd conſequently, that it deſtroys the Unity, 
hich, in thoſe Texts, Chriſtians are required 
maintain. Secondly, that the Unity which is 
joyned in thoſe. Texts, conſiſts in this, that 


ard. eng agreed in the great Efentials of Religion 
the ich are ſo clearly revealed in the holy 
the epcures, that fincere Chriſtians, who make 
n, | ic Bible the only Rule of their Faith, cannot 


fer about them) they conſider one another as 
embers of the one myſtical Body of Chriſt, 
id maintain Charity and Communion one with 


in 3 . ' "yp FD a a 
tem other, notwithſtanding tlieir different Senti- 
n of 5 concerning leſſer Matters. Thifaly, that 

that loſe Precepts were firſt given to Churches, in 


mach there was a known Diverſity of Sentiments 
Id Practices in ſome uneſſential Points; to which 
Wches the Apoſtle no where recommends, 
at the Majority ſhould impoſe upon the Mino- 
„ Human Teſts of Divine Truths, deciding 
dale Controverſies, under the Penalty of Non- 


$ Ae ; | 
17 no wumon. On the contrary, he expreſly com- 
and i nds all the Members of thoſe Churches to 
aud il . one another, and to forbear one anotber in Loue, 
te Hi. 4 fut on Charity which is the Bond of Perfetinefs, 
17. ü XIV. 1 Cor. xii; Phil. ini. 15, 16, &c: 


re and of doub:ful Diſputation, has à natural 


Vi Axory r Argument for juſtifying the” 
TD Impoſitions 
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Impoſitions againſt which I now reaſon, is tale 
from ſome Paſſages out of the firſt Epiſtle 
Timothy, and the Epiſtle: to Titus compared ty 
gether, 1. Tim. iii. 2. St. Paul injoyns, that 
Biſhop be apt to teach. It is required, Tit: i. 4 
that an Elder or Biſhop hold faſt the faithful Wai 
as he hath been taught, that he be able by found Du 
trine, both to exhort and to convince the Gainſam 
And 1 Tim. v. 22. the Apoſtle forbids that En 
geliſt zo lay Hands ſuddenly on any Man. Fro 
which Texts ſome would conclude, that by ti 
Impoſition of Human Teſts of Divine Truth 
the Ordainers may try, whether the Perla 
whom they are to Ordain, holds tlie faith 
Word, and is apt to teach the Chriſtian-De 
trine: And that they would be guilty of Oda 
ing Men raſhly, and become Partabert ale 
Men's Sins, if they ſhould admit any Perſons to Mt 
niſteria! Communion, who will not ſubmit to ſuc 
Teſts. L | 
I anſwer, Hrſt, That I never have pleaded 
that any Man ought to be Ordained, who id 
not given to his Ordainers ſufficient Proofs 
his holding the faithful Word taught by Cit 
and his Apoſtles, and of his Aptneſs to teach tl 
Doctrine of the Goſpel: And that I ſec no Re 
ſon, why it ſnould be accounted impoſſible 101 28 
Man to do this, as well, in his own Words, 
by ſubſcribing to a publick, authorized, hum 
Form of Confeſſion. Secondly, That many hal 
ſubſcribed the publick Standards of Orthod! 
who have not underſtood: them, who have n are 
been apt to teach the Doctrines contained! 
them, neither to ſupport thoſe Doctrines a8 
Adverſaries. And that ſuch Perſons norw* 
ſtanding” their Subſcription have certain bf, 
too ſuddenly Ordained. | 


Ir it be ſaid, that the Ordainers muſt by 
that a Candidate for the Miniſtry underſtands, 


Faith which he ſubſcribes : I reply, that ifa pro- 
per Method be taken of trying, whether ſuch an 
One underſtands aright the important Doctrines 
contained in the Scriptures, and whether he is 
capable to illuſtrate and confirm thoſe Doctrines 
and to maintain the Truth of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion (whether this be done by hearing him teach 
and explain thoſe Doctrines, or by allowing him 
to give, in his own Words, an Account of the 
Principles and Grounds of his Faith, or by any 
other Method of Tryal,) this, I ſay, would more 
fully convince me of his being qualifyed for the 
Work of the Miniſtry, than his ſubſcribing barely 
all the Orthodox Creeds and Confeffions that 
erer have been compoſed, 152 


TainDLy, I anſwer to the above Argument, 
that I cannot conceive why fallible Ordainers 
auld imagine, that by thoſe Texts they are 
warranted to require as a Term of Miniſterial 
Communion, that all whom they Ordain ſhall 
agree with them in their Sentiments concerning 
eyery uneſſential Point Or at leaſt, concerning 
4 many uneſſential Points as they (the Ordainers) 
pleate. It does not appear to me that by the 
Texts quoted, nor, indeed, that by any other 
Texts of Scripture, We are authorized to ex- 
clude from the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, thoſe who 
a well qualifyed for that holy Office, and 
ho may be eminently uſeful in it, for promos 
ung the Glory of G O D and the Salvation of 
peciaus immortal Souls; meerly becauſe in 


T 2 {ome 
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mother Method than Subſcription be ſatisfyed, 
ind is able to teach and defend the Confeſſion of 


ſ 
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ſome uneſſential Points they chance to iff 
from Us; or becauſe they dare not ſubmit u 
any other Terms of Communion than thok 
which btiſt has fixed 0 

VI. T ꝑꝝũ laſt ſcriptural Argument by whith 

Attempts have been made to juſtify the Impol 

tions, to Which I refuſe Submiſſion, is taken from 
1 Pet. iii. 15. Where Chriſtians are requitedi 

be re dy always to give an Anſwer to every Man, thit 
ſhall aße a Reaſon of the Hope that is in them ui 
Meeknels and Fear. From which Text ſome cor 
clude, that we are obliged ſo far 
ſubmit to all the Human Teſts that have been, 
can be, propoſed to Us, as to be ready, -upou 
all Ocaſions, to declare our Aſſent to them, of 
our Diſſent ſrom them, when any ſnall tlunb ff 
to ask Is ſuch Queſt ions. 
| I anſwer, Ff, That the Apoſtle: Peter hadin 
theſe Words no Regard to Human Teſts of U. 
vine Truths, deſcending to a great Number of 
uneſſential Points, and impoſed as neceſſary Tem 
of Communion. In the pregeeding Veils 
he had declared to Chtiſtians that they 
were to account it an Happineſs, if they Weis 
called to ſufter for Righteouſneſs ſake. And be 
had cxhotted them at ſuch a Juncture not to be 
afraid of the Terror of their Perſecutors, neithet 
to be troubled in their Minds. And in this Verle 
he dire&s them upon ſuch Occaſions 10 Janfiify tt 
Lord God in their Hearts;to Conſider him as the inf. 
nitely Wiſe, Powerful and: Gracious! Govervot 
of the, World; and he now adds, nnd be ready 
always to give an Anſwer, or to make an Apo!0s! 
or Defenſe (as the Greek Word Ap01:0615 
ligniſies) to every. Man'-(eſpecia'ly Magie, 
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bat aketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that is in your 
rho wonders why you adhere to a perſecuted 
cicion, and imagine, that the Rewards of the 
tber World will compenſate for your Sufferings 
this Life. Make this Defence with Meekneſs 
id Fear, i. e. be humble, modeſt and reverent 
your Deportment toward your Perſecutors ; 
ho tho” they u'e-you' ill, yer are certainly your 
upcriours in temporal. Things, and have Autho- 
ty over your Perſons - and Eſtates. And he 
otinues in the three following Verſes to men- 
on ſome things proper to be obſerved, and con- 
leted by them, in a ſuffering State. And indeed 
lus Chriſt has made it our indiſpenſible Duty, 
continue ſtedfaſt in the Profeſſion of the 
hriſtian Faith, whatever it may coſt Us; fee 
lat. x. 32. 33. tho' in other Caſes he has 
wght us by his own Example to oppoſe Inqui- 


adi0 Worry Methods, and to return no, direct Anſwer 
D. fich Queſtions as are malicious and inſuaring; 
ct oi: Mit. xi. 2 3=--------27, If the Account 
cms ich I have given of the Apoſtle's Meaning be 
1 t, as it certainly is, it is evident, that his 
the) 


eds have no Relation to the preſent Debate. 
e does not in them direct us, how to behave 
ut ſelves with Reſpe& to our Fellow=Chriſtians, 


one t how We ought ro carry towards: thoſe, who 
ure Be Enemics to the Chriſtian Faith. | 
Verle N | | 

Ml Secondly, Tho? it were granted, that St. Peter 


vin I thoſe words directs us to give an Anſwer t0 
out WP Fellow-Chriſtians, when they ask us a Rea- 
of tle Hope that is in Us, yet this would not 
105)" e Vs to ſubmit to human Teſts of divine 
14 ths, i. e. publick authorized Forms of Con- 
ary 02. For why may nat a Man in his own Fm 
(0-1 | Words 
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xiv. i. Him that is weak in the Faith receiue In 


Chriſtians may be in ſuſpence concerning ſome! 
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Words explain the Reafons of his Chriſtian Fit 
and Hope ? 


Thirdly, Were it granted, that by this | 
poſtolical Canon, Chriſtians are bound to ſubmi 
to ſome human Teſts, yet this would not juſt 
ſuch Teſts, when they deſcend to a gra 
number of uneflential Points. It is only cat 
cerning the Reaſons of the Hape that is in Us, thi 
is to ſay, the Hope of eteraal Life, through ü 
Faith and Obedience of the Goſpel, that'y 
are here required to be ready to give an Anſwe 
And this is certainly an eſſential Article of th 
Chriſtian Religion. Did the Apoſtle Par; 
thorize our Fellow-Chriſtians to oblige Us to a 
ter into all the doubtful Diſputations into whit 
they have a Mind to lead Us, and to decide even 
Queſtion, which they may think fit to propoſe 
the Canon which he delivers would be evident! 
repugnant to that, which St. Paul delivers, Rom 


but not to doubtful Diſputations. And in the'ld 
Verſe of that Chapter St. Paul ſuppoſeth, Wi 


the leſſer Points of Religion; and he informs Ls 
that in thoſe Caſes, it is a Sin to judge ot % 
Raſhly. *Tis therefore impoſſible that St. Fit 
ſhould give to our Fellow-Chriſtians a Powe 
oblige Us to do this. 


Fourthly, Tho' it were granted, that in th 
Text the Apoſtle Peter gives to our Fellow-Chn 
tians a Right to oblige us to decide every Q 
tion concerning any religious Points which 
ſhall think fit to ask us, yet it would not fol 
that they have a Right to inſiſt upon our * 
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nent with them in the Deciſion of every ſuch 
Nuckion, and to puniſn Us with Excluſion from 
jeir Charity and Communion, if we chance to 
er from them, in the Deciſion of any ſuch 
Dueſtion. Tis evident, that in theſe Words the 
ſired Apoſtle conveys no ſuch Right to them: 
And that it was impoſſible that he. ſhould do 
tis For in that Caſe he muſt have flatly con- 
mdited innumerable Texts of Scripture, in 
which the holy Ghoſt expreſly commands. 
Us to receive thoſe whom GO receives: 
And to extend our Charity and Communion to 
thoſe, who difter from Us concerning ſome unef- 
kntial Points. | 


Fifthly, To the above Argument I reply, That 
I do not conceive how by Subſcribing the Weſt- 
miuſter-Confeſſion of Faith, or any ſuch Human 


_ Teſts of Orthodoxy, a Man may be juſtly ſaid 
„ e give an Anſwer, or make an Apology or De- 
ne fence: to thoſe who ask him a Reaſon of the 
b. ch Hope that is in him. By ſuch a Subſcription he 
one ny be ſuppoſed to declare his Sentiments, but 
ns U or the Reaſons of them. Unleſs it be ſaid, that 


every Propoſition contained in the Weitmintter- 
Confeſſion, is fully proved by the Texts, which the 
Compilers of it have quoted in the Margin, or at 
the End of every Article. But I hardly believe, 
that any judicious Divine amongſt Us, will af- 
irm this. Moreover the firſt Edition of that 
Book was publiſhed without any Quotations, and 
there are no Texts quoted in many of the Confeſ- 
ſons of other Retormed Churches. I cannot 
therefore think, that by the Subſcription of Hu- 
nan Confeſſions we can poſſibly make a pertinent 
Anſwer 


144 * Anſwers to the Arguments or Par z 
Anſwer, Apology or Defence to thoſe, who A 
Us a RAS ON of our Hope. ; 


Urox the whole, I am fully perſuaded, thy 
this Apoſtolical Canon was obeyed in the fil 
and pureſt Ages of the Chriſtian Church, tho ng 
publick, authorized human Sandards of One- 
doxy were then impoſed as neceſſary Terms of 
Chriſtian, or Miniſter:al Communion. Thok 
glorious Martyrs and Confeſſors, whom no Ter 
rors could move to renounce the Chriſtian Faith 
who ſealed that Faith with their Blood, and 
who at the time of their Martyrdom made noble 
Apologies or Defences for that Religian, which the 
Son of GOD had revealed to the World, cer 
tainly did what the inſpired Apoſtle here injojns. 
And I cannot but think that all are ready to 
do it, who in all things ſtudy to adorn the 
Doctrine of GO D their Saviour, who are able 
and willing to ſupport it by proper Arguments, 
and even to ſuffer the moſt cruel Death rather 
than to forſake it; rho* they induſtriouſly ſhun per 
der ſe diſputings, and ſriſes about ords and Tritles, 
and extend their Charity and Communion, as Gid 
giveth Opportunities, to al who in every place make 
a credible Profeſſion of caling upon the Name of tl 


Lord Jeſus. A 


I now beg leave to make a few general Re 
marks, upon the ſcriptural Arguments for jul 
fying the Impoſitions to which L ſcruple a Sur 
miſſion. Firſt, That they are all exceeding WW 
and ſuch as I would have been aſham to ment 
on, had not ſome on the other ſide of the Quell 
on inſiſted on them, and Triumph'd in them. 


Scondly, That Arguments brought from Scripeurs 
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to thwart, or at leaſt to reſtriti, the great and 
important Precepts of the Goſpel concerning 
Chriſtian Liberty, Forbearance, Equity, Charity, and 
the Unity of the myſtical Body of Chriſt, ought 
to be very ſtrong, ſeeing thofe Precepts are 
exceeding plain, and very frequently and warmly 
inculcated upon Us. Thirdly, that I am very 
ſuſpicious of weak Arguments, which ſeem to 
contradi&t or to confine the Meaning of the moſt 
expreſs, and very important Precepts of the Goſ- 
pl, when they are uſed to ſupport a Tener, 
which has a viſible Tendency to gratify ſome 
corrupt Luſt, ſuch as that of Power over the Faith 
and Conſciences of Men. I am far from imagin- 
Ing, that any of my Brethren uſe them with 
this Deſign ; but I am humbly of Opinion, that 
tis Confideration ſhould move them to examine 
their own Hearts, whether they are not ſecretly 
prejudic'd in favour of thoſe Arguments. Fourthly, 
| cannot bur qbferve, that all the Texts quoted 
by the Gentlemen of the other ſide of the Quel- 
non, excepting thoſe on which their fifth Scrip- 
ural Argument is founded, if they conclude any 
ng in the preſent Debate, tis that the 7//et- 
maſter-Confeſſ;ion of Faith ought to be impoſed on 
tne People as a Term of Chriſtian Communion : And 
"Sis what the beſt Advocates for the Impoſition 
0 that Confeſſion as a Term of Miniſterial 
Communion have diſclaim'd with Abhorrence.. 

? the celebrated Preface page 22. 142. 1438 
Te, I find, that the belt Advocates for thi 
notion have thought it prudent altogether tg 
"it Scriptural Arguments. 


op the Conrſe of our Debates concerning this 
vine, ſome Arguments have been advanced, 


U which 


dne Veſiminſte.-Conſeſſion of Faith as a Term of Com- 


146 Anſuers to the Aigumeuts for Pans 
which appear to me unworthy of an Anſwer ; 
Such as, that the Meſtminiter-Conſeſſion of Faith 
has always been the Eflential Bond of our Union, 
A thing which is evidently falſe, ſeeing on 
Union, I mean the Union of the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters in the North of Vreland, ſubſiſted be- 
fore that Confeſſion was written, very long before 
it was impoſed as a Term of Miniſterial Com: 
munion ; and ſeeing by the Impoſition of Sub- 
ſcription to that Book our Union has been alma 
broken. 


Ir has alſo been ſaid to impreſs the Mindsolf 
weak People, that many of our godly Anceſtors 
ſuffered Death for their Adherence to that! 
Confeſſicn. But this muſt either mean, that tie 
were Martyrs for the important Truths of Rel. 
gion contained in that Book, which is nothing to 
the preſent Debate; for ſo were many in the 
firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, above 1500 Years belore 
it was written; and ſo, I doubt not would many 
be, who think it unlawful to make an Aſſent to 
all the Propoſitions contained in that Book 2 
neceſſary Term of Communion to Miniſters, ot 
Chriſtians. Or, Secondly, they who uſe this At 
gument muſt mean, that many. of our Forefathers 
{uffered Martrydom for impofing Subſcription t0 


munion. Could this be truly affirmed, it wol 
be a very popular, tho' not a very ſolid Argument 
bur in the times of King Charles the 24 and King 
James the 2d, to which that Argument refels 
that Subſcription never had been impoſed: An 
it is abſolutely falſe that any Man ever ſufferes 
Martyrdom for adhering to the Impoſition d 
Subſcription to that Book as a Term of Com 
munion. 0M? 
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2 

* So MuRE alſo have pleaded, that the Sy nod 
Faith muſt have a Power not only to require of Candi- 
Jnich ates for the. Miniſtry a Subſcription or Aſſent 
g OL Meſiminſter Confeſſion as the Term of their 
eiten Admiſſion, but alſo to erect an Inquiſition on the 
Abe Conſciences of Perſons actually in the Miniſtry 
fog (2 Thing which the general Synod never has 
Com: pretended to) becauſe the Devil as d our Saviour 


a Queſtion, and our Saviour return'd him an Anſwer : 
dnl becauſe under the Law a bitter Draught cauſing 
a Curſe was to be given in the Caſe of Jealouſy Num 
om the 11th Verſe. But I ſhall deſpair of con- 


Sub- 
Imolt 


nasale cing any Man who can think ſuch Arguments 
eas be ſtrong and concluſive, after a cool and im- 
tar Partial Examination of them. Tis abundantly 
ter ban, that if at any time the Devil asked our 
Rel. Lriour a Queſtion, and our Saviour thought fit 
ing tq to return him a direct Anſwer (for I know not 
ide what Text the Author of that Argument had 
xe” Vier) he did not acknowledge, thereby, the 
many Devil's Authority to hold an Inquiſition upon him; 
nt to vor did he (Jeſus Chriſt) intend to oblige his 
ook al Diciples to ſubmir to Inqmiſitory Methods. When 
s ol ©* high Prieſt ackedC H R 1ST of his Diſciples, 
b Ari e of bis Doftrine, our bleſſed Lord replyed. 
ithers Why askeft thou me, ask them which heard me i. e. 
n 10 all thy Witneſſes; and when he was buffered for 
Com- tekuling to ſubmit to the [zquifition, which rhe 
ould WY lich Prieſt would have held upon him, he ſaid to 
ment; de Perſon who ſtruck him, / I have ſpoken evil, 


King ouſt Witneſs of the evil, but if well, why ſmiteſt thou 
125 a And it is certain, that he did not this, that 
And 5 might ſhun Death, for he knew that he muſt | 
fered ufter and was ftraitned till the bloody Baptiſm | 
on of © tf” hich he was to be baptized ſhould be accom- | 


I, 0 . o 
Com- Ped. He therefore did this to teach us, to 
0 31 5 U 2 abhor 
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without a jſt Cauſe, 
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abhor Inquiſitory Methods, as contrary to all nau 
Equity; and to refuſe Submiſſion to them. I hare 
already obſerved, that our great Maſter did 
upon other Occaſions decline the giving of ditec 
Anſwers to captious Queſtions. 


As for the Water of Jealouſie, if any Argument 
can be drawn from it, it muſt be, that we ought 
to ſubmit to an Inquiſition with reſpect tothe 
Tranſactions of our Lives; for Adultery was 2 
Crime, not an Opinion : And I hardly can imagine, 
that any concerned in the preſent Debate vil 
affirm, that we are obliged to diſcover all the 
ſecret Follies, Miſcarriages and Crimes of which 
we have been guilty, whenever any ſhall cal 
upon Us to do this. Beſides this, J am of Ooi 
nion, that we may ſay of the Law concering 
the Tryal in the Caſe of Jealouſy, as our Saviour 
docs ot the Law relating to Divorces, that it was 
given to the Jews for the Hardineſs of their Hearts: 
And I cannot think, that any Man was intitely 
innocent, who expoſed his Wife to that Tryal 
Howerer this be, if it 
can not be proved, that in the Caſe of evil Sur. 
miſinge, JESUS CHRIST has appointed the 
Meſtmintter-Confeſſion, or any other Human Teſt, 
to be initzad of the bitter Water, which cauſed tit 
Curſe, promiſing to work a Miracle, if any Man 
ſhall ſubſcribe it unſincerly, the Argument from 
Numb. v. mult be given up as weak and inconchi- 


five. 8 
| CONCLUSION. 


I have now delivered thoſe Anſwers to the 
Arguments for the Impoſition of Subſcription © 


Eco Paull a1 or ſuch like 
tae WWeſtminfter-Conjeſjion of Faith ( — 


t. in 2. le Inpoſition of Subſcription, Ge. 149 


1a uman Teſts) under the Penalty of Non-Com- 
we union, which co me appear to be very full and 
did N risfactory. And 1 hope, that every one who 
et conſiders what I have ſaid, with an unprejudic'd 
| Mind, will be induced to believe, that it is very 
polſible for good and wiſe Men, for ſincere 


ent 

oht onyinced by thoſe Arguments. This is a ſuffi- 

the Nrient Reaſon why the Synod ſhould abſtain from 
udging and cenſuring thoſe of their Brethren, 


rho differ from the Majority concerning the 
Lawfulneſs of that Impolition. The Excerciſe of 


the Nbarity and Forbearance toward them, will, in 
wick ny humble Opinion, greatly promote the Honour 
call Nd juſt Authority of our Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies, 
oi. convincing every thinking Perſon of their Wiſ⸗ 


om, Equity and Moderation. 


lie general Synod, by a very Reverend and wor- 


rely Ny Member, That no Man las ever Leen required 
yal the to do. what he declared to be contrary to the 
if it WM-ifates of bis own Conſcience ; and T hope, that no 
uch Thing will ever be required by them: 
the His abſolutely impoſſible, for a Man, with 
el, o Conſcience, to obey a Synodical 
d the Canon, while he is convinced in his own Judg- - 
Man Wien: that in ſo doing he mult fin againſt GOD; 


But they who are fully convinced of the Lawful- 
rel and Expediency of ſuch a Canon, may 
IM a good Conſcience (nay they are in Duty 
"nd to) rolerate thoſe of their Fellow-Chriſtians 
who conſcientiouſly ſcruple a Submiſſion to it. 
. has hitherto been our Strength and our 
© And 't may {till ſubſiſt, ſince we agree in 
uw the Eſſentials of Religion, tho* there are dif- 

ferent 


I-quirers into the Mind of G O D, not to be 


Wir n ſecret Joy, I have heard it affirmed in 
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ferent Apprehenſions among Us concetning the 
Lawfulneſs or Expediency of an Act of Synod 
made only eighteen Years ago. Shall we fue 
the Glory to depart from Us, and render our 
ſelves a Reproach, by continuing our Animolities 
or by carrying them the Length of an ope 
Breach of Communion ? G O D forbid. Hoy 
greatly would this rejoice the Hearts of thoſe 
who are Enemies to pure Religion : And render 
ſad the Hearts of it's Friends? What a might 
Service would it be to the great ENEMY of the 
Peace and Increaſe of our Redeemer's Kingdom? 
How detrimental would it be to the Intereſts, 
Godlineſs, and to the Souls of Men? If the 
Endeavours of the Subſcribers ſhall be uſed in un 
dermining, and in aſperſing their Nonſubſcriving 
Brethren, and the Efforts of the Nonſubſcriber 
be taken up in the neceſſary Vindication of thei! 
own Characters and Uſefulneſs, who among Ls 
ſhall recommend true Piety and Vertue? While 
we are diſputing about the Lawfulneſs, ot 
Expediency of a Synodical Canon, ſhall we ſufte 
Faith, Love, Temperance, Humility, Mecknels 
Patience, Righteouſneſs and Holineſs to die 
away? 


Ou moſt Gracious Sovereign King Gronch 
by and with the Advice of Parliament, has lates 
ly favour'd Us with a legal Toleration : And hol. 
ſhameful would it be, if we ſhould immediate d 
ter it diſcover that we will not Tolerate tho[e0 
our Brethren, who conſcientiouſly refuſe to obe] 
Canon of the general Synod 2 How unworthy 
Return would it be to the Protection and Favoin 
which we receive from the Government, 1 


| . > | 4 
ſhonld do all that lies in our Power to * 


t 2. the Impoſition of Subſcription,” Oc. 15x 
e Britiſn and Proteſtant Intereſt in this King- 
bm by Hating and Excommunicating one a- 


other 2 


Tzaxnxs be to GOD, a truly Noble and 
iriſtian Spirit diſcovers it ſelf at this Day in 
moſt all the Proteſtant Churches. Many great 
Ind worthy Divines are labouring to reſtore the 
oly Scriptures to their juſt Authority, Religion 
0 it's native and glorious Simplicity, and Chriſ- 
ans to that Liberty with which Chriſt has made 
hem free, by aboliſhing all human Impoſitions in 
dligious Matters. They are uſing their unwea- 
tied Efforts to perſuade Chriftians to make Holi- 
gels, ferycnt Charity, and an Agreement in the 
reat Eſſentials of Religion, the Center of their 
nity, And there is Reaſon to hope, that the 
happy time, which we all pray for, is now ap- 
proaching, when there ſhall be one Fold as there is 
we ſhepherd ; when the Envy of Epkraim ſhall depart, 
„ 88nd the Adverſaries of Judah ſhall be cut f; when 
_ Ephraim ſhall not envy Judah, nor Judah vex Ephe 
keen; when nothing ſhall hurt or deſtroy in all God's 
o die boly Mountain, and when the Earth ſhall be full of the 
Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea, 
for GOD has alſo raiſed up a great many Mo- 
harchs, Princes and Supreme Magiſtrates, - who 
are nurſing Fathers to his Church and Friends to 
the Peace of Jeruſalem. Shall Proteſtant-Diſſen- 
ers, whole pious Anceſtors firſt made a brave and 
"gorons Oppoſition to Human Impoſitions in re- 
"jt _ Matters, and to nnſcriptural Terms of 
ol communion ſhall they at ſuch a ſuncture aban- 
110 hey glorious Cauſe of Chriſtian- Liberty and 
eilen 15 olick Charity, which all who rightly under- 
the and, and ſincerely believe the Neſtminſter- Conſeſ- 
ſion 
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